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Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, IITF Director, Deputy Chiefs, 

and WO Staff    

 

 

During the past year 

the Chief has endorsed and talked about sustainable development in several venues; 

and assigned me corporate leadership coordination responsibility for sustainable development in his letter 

of June 26.  I intend to broaden and deepen the agency’s commitmen

t by sharing leadership and 

responsibilities, by effectively communicating our accomplishments, and by tying our sustainability 

efforts with our day

-

to

-

day field operations.

 

 

In his letter, the Chief stated that three field leaders would be identified to h

elp build stronger local to 

global connections and more fully integrate our efforts at and between all levels.  Pete Roussopoulos, 

Kathy Maloney, and Jack Troyer have agreed to serve as national field liaisons and to champion specific 

sustainable developme

nt activities.  I look forward to working with each one individually and with the 

overall leadership team to strengthen collaboration between headquarters and the field as we carry out the 

agency’s mission “to sustain the health, diversity, and productivit

y of the Nation’s forests and grasslands 

to meet the needs of present and future generations.”

 

 

 

I want to take this opportunity to briefly tell you about a few high profile activities underway.

 

 

·

 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development just held in Sou

th Africa set new global directions, 

emphasizing integration and implementation through voluntary partnerships.  The agency is committed to 

help achieve more integrated community

-

 and watershed

-

based solutions.  Val Mezainis, Director of 

International Prog

rams, and I will work together to ensure our domestic and international efforts are 

coordinated and effective. 

 

 

·

 

The Forest Service, with help from other agencies as well as the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests 

and others, is preparing the first National 

Report on Sustainable Forests for the United States to be 

published in 2003.  This report, and complementary ones being prepared on rangelands as well as 

minerals and energy, uses the criteria and indicators developed through the Montreal Process as a 

comm

on framework.

 

 

·

 

This year we will be promoting more dialogue on sustainable development at the national and 

regional levels.  This includes a by

-

invitation State/Federal Workshop on Coordinated Strategies for 

Sustainable Forest Management in April 2003 bein

g sponsored with the National Association of State 

Foresters and the Meridian Institute on behalf of the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests.  

 

 

I truly feel honored to be asked to step into this role.  I recognize the achievements made before me, and 

am tha

nkful to have the support of the strong institutional infrastructure developed in the field and 

headquarters over the past decade.  What we do and how we do it matters.  

 

 

/s/ Joel D. Holtrop

 

 

JOEL D. HOLTROP

 

Deputy Chief State and Private Forestry

 

 


