
Brought to you by:

USDA Forest Service

Environmental Protection Agency

Scott Posner 



ÅPurpose and Goals of a Solid 
Waste Audit

ÅIntegrated Solid Waste 
Management

ÅZero Waste Goal
ÅDefinition of Common Terms

ÅProject Goal
ÅWaste Consumption Estimates
ÅField Sorting
ÅSafety
ÅSteps to Conducting a Field Sort

Objectives
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Know your waste

Do a waste audit

Moving Towards ZeroWaste
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Source Reduction

Identifyproducts that can 
be purchased different to 
reduce waste



ÅIs a formal process

ÅQuantifies the amount and types of waste

ÅDetermines composition of waste

ÅMeasures effectiveness of current waste 
management

ÅFinds opportunities to improve waste 
management

ÅDefine baseline of waste generated

Creating Habits Today, Conserving Resources for Tomorrow



Creating Habits Today, Conserving Resources for Tomorrow

Integrated Solid Waste Management
Why do we care?

55Its more than 
recycling!

The decision: 
What to buy?

What not to buy?



Example: Yellowstone 
National Park
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Zero Wasted Goal
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Prevent Waste

Reduces waste sent to landfill

Saves energy and reduces greenhouse gas emissions

Supports FS Mission Statement

Supports Sustainable Operations goals

Save money due to reduced waste volume 



Estimate the waste composition and 
volume of waste that is generated during 

Type 1, 2, and 3 fire camp operations.

Project Goal

Creating Habits Today, Conserving Resources for Tomorrow



Creating Habits Today, Conserving Resources for Tomorrow

Approximate 
proportionsof 
all collected 

materials in the 
waste stream

Waste 
composition 

estimate
=

ÁPaper
ÁPlastic
ÁMetals 

ÁGlass
ÁWood 
ÁFood Waste


