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In alliance with Secretary Tom Vilsac’s priority on Nutrition and Hunger, the Forest Service Albuquerque Service Center-Human Resources Management (ASC-HRM) Green Team, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and in collaboration with Asset Management (ASC-West Campus building lease manager), and the Roadrunner Food Bank, have launched an innovative idea to donate all of HRM’s recyclable items to the Roadrunner Food Bank in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  The food bank in turn, packages and sells this material to a local recycling center and is able to generate funds for their state-wide program.  

The idea was initiated, championed and coordinated by HRM’s Green Team Chair, Lupe L. Rodrigues, after taking the HRM Green Team on a tour of a local recycling plant, “Bio Pappel” and learning that the company offered financial compensation for recycled paper, cardboard, and plastics.

Ms Rodrigues, in consultation with Javier Delgado, HRM-Green Team Advisor, was instrumental in the partnership established between Asset Management and the Roadrunner Food Bank.  On August 1, 2011 Roadrunner Food Bank made its first pick-up at the ASC-West Campus.  The benefit for the Forest Service is that employees have a tangible incentive to step up their recycling efforts to help feed New Mexicans in need.

HRM employees have recycle bins in their workstations and the opportunity to continuously contribute year-round to New Mexico communities by actively selecting to recycle rather than tossing recyclables into trash bins.  Forest Service employees truly take to heart, “Caring for the Land, Serving People”, as exemplified by breaking new ground in helping communities throughout New Mexico, for the many who have fallen on hard times through unemployment and finding themselves and their families in great need.

Based on projected figures from the Roadrunner Food Bank, HRM’s recyclable contributions will bring in a hefty $45,000 in 2011, and is expected to increase substantially in coming years.  What’s outstanding about this innovative idea is that there is no cost incurred by the Forest Service.  Each dollar the food bank gets on recycled items equates to $9.00 of food out the door.  

Ms Rodrigues has chaired the HRM-Green Team for almost two years.  During her tenure she has attends the New Mexico Federal Executive Board (NM FEB) Green Committee meetings and will be giving a presentation at the next meeting on how HRM has implemented the program with other Agencies. Her participation with the NM FEB is paying high dividends in that other federal agencies are already adopting and implementing this idea with the Roadrunner Food Bank.

