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Issue:
All Federal agencies are required to complete energy and water evaluations for each covered facility at least once every 4 years in accordance with Section 432 of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (EISA) (42 U.S.C 8253(f)(3)(A)).  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) will assess agency progress on June 30, 2011.  USDA’s covered facilities are comprised of the top 75 percent of the agency’s energy consuming facilities and include Forest Service buildings larger than 10,000 square feet.  There are 102 Forest Service buildings in USDA’s covered facilities list.

Background:  
Section 432 of EISA requires agencies to conduct comprehensive energy and water evaluations of all covered facilities for the purpose of identifying efficiency and conservation measure (ECM) opportunities.  Specifically, agencies must:
· Designate “covered facilities” – under the EISA statute, each top-tier agency must designate “covered facilities” that comprise at least 75 percent of its facility energy use.  
· Assign “facility energy managers” – the individual who is responsible for ensuring the facility’s compliance with the statute and efficient use of energy and water at the facility.
· Conduct “comprehensive energy and water evaluations” of the designated facilities – supplemental guidance for conducting evaluations was provided by the Department of Energy.
· Implement identified efficiency measures.

The OMB FY 2011 milestone for compliance with this statute is to have 75 percent of the covered facilities evaluated by June 30, 2011.

Identification of the Forest Service’s “covered facilities” and the corresponding “facility energy manager” was completed last fiscal year.  This information was subsequently forwarded to USDA in compliance with the EISA statute.  For this year, each R/S/A is requested to complete a comprehensive energy and water evaluations on the remaining covered facilities not previously completed.  An energy and water evaluation data collection sheet is provided to assist R/S/A Energy Managers in completing this requirement.

Key Points:  
· Forest Service currently has 102 covered facilities consisting of conditioned buildings larger than 10,000 square feet.
· Energy and water evaluations to indentify consumption and potential energy and water conservation measures is required by EISA and will positively impact the OMB Scorecard on Sustainability/Energy for energy and potable water intensity.
· Focusing on energy and water conservation efforts on our largest high performance buildings will help the Forest Service achieve monetary savings while reducing our environmental footprint.
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