
Composting at the 
House of Representatives 



"The House of 
Representatives 

must lead by 
example, and it is 
time for Congress 
to act on its own 
carbon footprint." 
-Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi

Green the Capitol



Ban Plastics and Styrofoam



 

All Plastic and 
Styrofoam

® 

food service 
items have 
been replaced 
with fully 
compostable 
items



Changes 

Created an additional  
waste stream for 
compostable material:  



 

Food service items


 

Food waste from the 
kitchens and retail 
operations



 

Compostable water 
bottles



Compostable Serviceware



Compostable Water Bottle



Compostable Station



Previous Food Service 
Waste Streams



 
Landfill Waste



 
Bottles and Cans



 
Newspaper



 
Cardboard



Current Food Service 
Waste Streams



 
Compostable Material



 
Bottles and Cans



 
Landfill Waste



 
Cardboard



Pulping



 

Reduces weight by up to 66% by extracting water from 
the material



 

Reduces volume of the waste stream up to 10 to 1


 

The weight reductions combined with reduced tipping 
fees reduce costs



Composting



 

After the material is 
pulped it is taken to 
Recycled Green in 
Woodbine Maryland



 

The pulped material is 
composted in 90 days



 

In 2008, we diverted 880 
tons of waste away from 
landfills 



Education



 
Recycling Center Signage



 
Plasma Screens



 
Intranet



 
Signage that Matches Building Themes



“Today we say that the Capitol will be not just a shining symbol of 
our democracy, but a symbol of our commitment to the future. Not 
only by the power of our ideas on energy independence, but by 
the power of our example, we hope to send a message to the 
world and to the country.”

- Speaker Nancy Pelosi, June 21, 2007 

Results
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