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2009 Forest Service Sustainable Operations Summit 
Carbon Footprint Report 

This report estimates carbon dioxide emissions created by travel to Portland, Oregon for the Summit, as well as the carbon footprint avoided by virtual participation online. The virtual deployment of the Summit allowed for a large number of participants to attend without creating a large carbon footprint traditionally associated with travel to meetings. Calculations were completed using the EPA Climate Leaders Simplified Greenhouse Gas Emissions Calculator. All methodologies and default values provided are based on the most current Climate Leaders Greenhouse Gas Inventory Protocol guidance.
	The carbon dioxide emissions included in this report are only referring to business travel. Any employee whose regular duty station was in Portland, Oregon was not included in the calculations. Additionally, if the participant arrived (or would arrive, for virtual participants) via airplane, only airline miles were counted toward the carbon dioxide emissions calculator and travel to the airport was not considered. For these reasons, we believe the carbon footprint created by business travel to the Sustainable Operations Summit is likely underestimated. Please note that it may be difficult to compare these values to calculations from last year because a different model was used.

· Carbon Footprint from business travel of Portland attendees: 17 metric tons CO2e
· 83 total “out-of-town” attendees (including Job Corps students)
· 52 people used ground transportation to the conference
· 31 people flew to the conference
· Carbon Footprint avoided by virtual participation: 267 metric tons CO2e
· 500 virtual participants nationwide 
· Highest participation at R1 in Missoula, MT (30 participants), R9 in Milwaukee, WI (20 participants), the Washington Office (19 participants), and 16 participants in both Ogden, UT (R4) and Golden, CO (R2).
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