State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2006 FY 2007

Program Final Estimate
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 791,725 127,300
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National 0 0
Fire Plan

Forest Land Enhancement 0 0
Forest Legacy 1,311,000 30,000
Forest Stewardship 540,193 349,700
State Fire Assistance 304,505 38,504
State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 445,472 148,620
Urban and Community Forestry 309,680 200,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance 69,000 69,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 57,847 57,847
Total 3,829,422 1,020,971

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between
the State of West Virginia, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and
government entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of West Virginia
forest lands and rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products,
wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to
maintain and improve the health of West Virginia urban and rural forests and related
economies. These programs:

e Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,
e Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and
¢ Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues:

¢ Reduce the amount of forestland burned by arson and mine break fires

¢ Educate the general public, especially NIPF landowners, about forestry and
conservation issues

e Improve the State’s economy by attracting & improving secondary forest product
manufacturing

¢ Develop a better understanding of the relationship between forest practices & water
quality

o [nability to recruit professional foresters for higher management positions



Forest Facts and Accomplishments:

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments
Population 1,808,344 Stewardship Plans Prepared 160
(current year) (Each)
Acres of Forest Land 12,108,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 18,428
(current year) (Acres)
Acres of Nonindustrial 9,701,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 651,206
Private Forest Land (all years) (Acres)
Number of NIPF 260,000 Acres of Multi-resource 6,315
Landowners Practices Implemented on
NIPF (Acres)
Acres of Federal Land 0  Volunteer Fire Departments 50
Under State Fire Assisted (Each)
Protection
Acres of Private Land 12,000,000 State Fire Communities 430
Under State Fire Assisted (Each)
Protection
Number of Rural Fire 432 Coop Forest Health Acres 25,359
Departments Protected (Acres)
Number of Cities And 282  Forest Legacy Project 0
Towns Acquisition (Acres)
Forest Based 11,389  Urban Forestry - Participating 26
Employment Communities (Each)
Economic Impact of 3 Urban Forestry - Volunteer 1,194
Forestry (by rank) Assistance (Days)
State Forestry Budget 8,007,548

(All Sources)

Program Highlights:

Forest Health Protection

The West Virginia Department of Agriculture treated 531 high-value hemlocks in eight state
parks and forests to prevent deaths from hemlock woolly adelgid. They also took part in a
national survey to look for the pathogen that causes sudden oak death, detecting no positive
signs at the 62 sites visited. The Department established 104 emerald ash borer (EAB) trap
trees, mainly along highway corridors entering from Ohio and western Pennsylvania. Half of
the trees were examined later; no EAB larvae were detected.

Cooperative Fire Protection

With National Fire Plan funds, the West Virginia Division of Forestry worked with 10 high
risk communities to develop Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) and to
incorporate firewise concepts to greatly enhance community protection. Grant funds assisted
50 volunteer fire departments with equipment and training needs across the state.

Urban and Community Forestry
The Division of Forestry developed two technical publications. Choosing & Planting Trees



for Cities and Communities was published with a grant from West Virginia State University.
The manual for Community Tree Nurseries is part of an effort to encourage communities to
establish their own tree nurseries. The Mountaineer Treeways Program distributed 3,400 tree
seedlings and 58 1-inch caliper trees to 26 volunteer groups. Volunteers contributed 2,641
hours to plant and care for the trees and tree seedlings.

Conservation Education

The Division of Forestry provided planning and staffing assistance to the State Junior
Conservation Camp, the Ted Harriman Forest Industries Camp, the Senior Conservation
Camp; and the West Virginia Envirothon, Future Farmers of America (FFA), and National
4-H Forestry contests. The staff served in various capacities including coaches, judges, and
educational assistants. The Division also continued as co-sponsor of the State's Project
Learning Tree Program with the West Virginia Forestry Association.

Forest Stewardship

The state revised rates and procedures for the FLEP Priority Plan and created new practices,
including regeneration release, native grass and wildflower restoration, invasive species
control, dry hydrant installation, and firebreak construction. News releases were sent to 100
media outlets statewide, a FLEP link was added to the Division of Forestry Web site, and
FLEP announcements were included in newsletters statewide.

For more information contact:

West Virginia Department of Northeastern Area S&PF United
Commerce Kathryn P. Maloney States

C Randall Dye USDA Forest Service Department
Division of Forestry 11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 of
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East Newtown Square, PA 19073 Agriculture
Charleston, WV 25305-0180 Ph: 610-557-4103

Ph: 304-558-3446 Fax: 610-557-4177

Fax: 304-558-0143 Email: kmaloney@fs.fed.us

Email: rdve@wvforestry.com
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