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WISCONSIN 

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet 
 

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management 675,922 1,053,640 

State Fire Assistance 540,792 1,767,861 445,701 2,011,152

Volunteer Fire Assistance 110,720 171,917 115,114 126,424
Forest Stewardship Program 936,400  563,300
Stewardship Incentives 300,000  

Forest Legacy Program 4,482,000 19,000 

Urban and Community Forestry 780,636 336,900 

Economic Action Programs 194,970 348,100  
PNW Assistance Program  
Forest Resource Information and 
Analysis  

Forest Land Enhancement Program 507,200  

TOTAL $8,528,640 $2,287,878 $1,970,355 $2,700,876 

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of               
Wisconsin, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs 
promote the health and productivity of Wisconsin forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on 
timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The 
goal is to maintain and improve the health of Wisconsin urban and rural forests and related economies. These 
programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

• Lack of public education and lack of landowner understanding on the value of urban and rural forests and 
sustainable forestry 

• Forest certification/retaining industrial capacity 
• Forest parcelization 
• Wildland/Urban Interface 
• Impact of invasives/exotics on forest communities 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 5,441,196 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 4,312 
Acres of Forest Land 15,963,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year)      229,968 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 10,091,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 2,069,225 

Number of NIPF Landowners 
  

245,800 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 
NIPF - Acres 46,191 

Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection
 

Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

158 

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 

  
31,299,000   

State Fire – Communities Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

867 

Number of Rural Fire Departments 
             802   

Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected 
SPF 
NFP 

423,789 

Number of Cities and Towns 
              350 

Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed 
SPF 
NFP 

35,762,036 

Forest Based Employment 
  

94,664   
Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 35,337 

Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank)                   1 Urban Forestry-Participating communities  290 

State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 
  

$29,004,400 
 Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 
Generated-Days 204 

   EAP-Communites working under broad-
based local strategic plans                    0 

  PNW-Communities working under broad-
based local strategic  0 

Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community Forestry: 

Two statewide Urban Forest Health Monitoring pilot programs were initiated in partnership with the USDA Forest 
Service and private contractors.  Baseline information will help users set science-based resource goals for local 
government and community-based organizations. 

Cooperative Fire Protection: 

State Fire Assistance funds provided: training for 200 wildland firefighters, 75 community cost share grants, 200 fire 
prevention activities, personal protective, communications and suppression equipment, hazardous fuels reduction on 
1,050 acres, and 5 community mitigation / fire planning projects. Volunteer Fire Departments were loaned $276,000 
in Federal Excess Property. Volunteer Fire Assistance helped 158 communities 

Landowner Assistance:   

Private forest landowners continue to ask for practical forest management information to guide management 
activities. To respond, the Aldo Leopold Foundation is helping foresters and other natural resource managers 
establish The Woodland School. The School offers 19 courses during a one-year period. More than 400 landowners 
are taking courses on forest stewardship and conservation practices. 
 
Forest Health Protection:   
 
Gypsy moth defoliation increased from 24,000 acres to 65,000 acres. NA helped treat 400,000 forest acres to reduce 
the moth’s spread and to lower populations where it has already infested forests. The Forest Service is also helping 
to survey and prepare treatment for other exotic pests, such as emerald ash borer, which has devastated ash trees in 
Michigan. 
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Economic Action Programs:   
 
Urban wood is an untapped resource that could offset demand and improve forestry awareness. Three urban wood 
marketing workshops were held for arborists, public employees, and wood products manufacturing firms. A 
directory of urban wood marketing contacts was prepared and distributed to workshop attendees. An urban wood 
marketing cooperative is being planned. 
 
Forest Legacy Program: 
 
Wisconsin completed its first project by closing on the first two phases of the 35,337-acre Tomahawk Northwoods 
project, protecting land in the rapidly developing lakes region. This was the largest first Legacy project for any new 
state in the program. 

 
For more information contact: 

 

 

Paul DeLong, State Forester 
Division of Forestry 

Department of Natural Resources 
101 South Webster Street 

P. O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921 
Ph. 608-264-9224, E-mail:  

Paul.DeLong@dnr.state.wi.us, Fax. 608-266-
6983 

 

S&PF contact person 
Kathryn P. Maloney 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 
Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph. 610-557-4103, kmaloney@fs.fed.us, Fax. 
610-557-4177 
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