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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management $489,174 $275,000 $269,137 $400,000

State Fire Assistance $586,087 $825,572 $644,700 $784,300

Volunteer Fire Assistance $77,224 $114,632 $85,000 $109,000

Forest Stewardship Program $831,000 n/a $798,000 n/a

   

Forest Legacy Program $1,192,000 n/a $3,003,412 n/a

Urban and Community Forestry $867,290 n/a $635,682 n/a

Economic Action Programs $6,700 $116,300 $40,000 $0

   

Forest Land Enhancement Program $672,587 n/a $0 n/a

Forest Resource Planning Assistance 0 n/a n/a n/a
Natural Resources Conservation 
Education 0 n/a n/a n/a

Conservation Reserve Program $70,976 n/a $8,930 n/a

TOTAL $4,793,038 $1,331,504 $5,484,861 $1,293,300 
 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
Virginia, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs promote 
the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest 
products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The goal is to maintain and 
improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

 As the national budget for the Forest Legacy Program increases we will see more interest from Congressional 
Appropriators concerning individual projects funding in their Districts.  Congressional direction and Forest 
Service oversight will continue to increase in regards to appraisals, purchase of lands, conservation 
easements, and in the management of Forest Legacy tracts. 

 Mixed landownership patterns, population growth and urban expansion will pose considerable challenges to 
sustaining forest resource productivity in the South. 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 7,187,734 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 126 
Acres of Forest Land 15,293,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 12,697 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 10,109,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 927,344 

Number of NIPF Landowners 446,000 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 

NIPF - Acres 168,300 
  Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted  
  SPF 98 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 1,800,800 NFP 84 
  State Fire – Communities Assisted  
  SPF 38 
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 13,500,000 NFP 347 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected  
  SPF 298,000 
Number of Rural Fire Departments 585 NFP 0 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed  
  SPF 25,000,000 
Number of Cities and Towns 156 NFP 0 
Forest Based Employment 77,700 Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 2,056 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 1st-   manuf. Urban Forestry-Participating communities  92 
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) $23,700,000 Urban Forestry-Tech Assist to Communities 192 
  

 
Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 

Generated-Days 8,854 
 

 
EAP-Communites working under broad-

based local strategic plans     38 
Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community:  The Virginia Tech Community Design Assistance Center partnership was developed to 
assist communities in establishing and managing urban trees; identifying and protecting community open space; 
providing conceptual planning documents; integrating urban forestry concepts into the landscape architecture 
program at Virginia Tech. 

Cooperative Fire Protection:  State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout 
the state.  Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s 
Office.  Federal Excess Personal Property assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in Rural 
Communities throughout the State. 

Landowner Assistance:  Uncertain future of Forest Lands Enhancement Program funding compromises 
landowner ability to implement multi-resource conservation practices. 

Forest Health Protection:   The southern pine beetle epidemic that plagued southwest Virginia’s mountains in 
2002 collapsed in 2003. On the gypsy moth front too, the news was good, as harsh weather conditions inhibited egg 
hatch with relatively little associated defoliation. A number of weather events including severe hail storm and wind 
damage caused heavy timber losses in September. 
 
Forest Legacy:  Working in partnership with Virginia Outdoors, the Virginia Division of Forestry closed on a 536 
acre conservation easement in FY 2204. A fee simple purchase of 2.056 acres was made in partnership with The 
Nature Conservancy at Sandy Point.  

 Economic Action Programs:  Allegehany County has identified one fo their economic development problems as 
unskilled workforce especially in younger age groups.  The “Build a Better Future” program has trained these 
people in academics, construction skills, and on the job construction training resulting in over 30 people getting 
jobs. 

 
For more information contact: 

 
James W. Garner, State Forester 
Virginia Department of Forestry 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
Telephone: 434-977-6555 

Fax:  434-977-9839 
Email:  garnerj@dof.state.va.us 

Ken Arney, Deputy Regional Forester, 
State and Private Forestry 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Telephone: 404-347-4178 

Fax: 404-347-4821 
Email: karney@fs.fed.us  
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