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TENNESSEE 

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet 
 

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management $88,000 $0 $348,121 $0

State Fire Assistance $528,908 $748,968 $581,800 $711,600

Volunteer Fire Assistance $92,393 $137,149 $101,632 $130,300

Forest Stewardship Program $581,000 n/a $565,000 n/a

   

Forest Legacy Program $4,297,000 n/a $1,856,220 n/a

Urban and Community Forestry $554,762 n/a $564,287 n/a

Economic Action Programs $4,100 244,300 $40,000* 0

   

Forest Land Enhancement Program $558,841 n/a $0 n/a

Forest Resource Planning Assistance $24,900 n/a n/a n/a
Natural Resources Conservation 
Education $0 n/a n/a n/a

Conservation Reserve Program $5,444 n/a $0 n/a

TOTAL $6,735,348 $1,130,417 $4,017,060 $841,900 
*The National Forest will administer the program for Fy 2004. 

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
Tennessee, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs 
promote the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and 
other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The goal is to 
maintain and improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key regional  issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

 As the national budget for the Forest Legacy Program increases we will see more interest from Congressional 
Appropriators concerning individual projects funding in their Districts.  Congressional direction and Forest 
Service oversight will continue to increase in regards to appraisals, purchase of lands, conservation 
easements, and in the management of Forest Legacy tracts. 

 Mixed landownership patterns, population growth and urban expansion will pose considerable challenges to 
sustaining forest resource productivity in the South. 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 5,689,283 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 202 
Acres of Forest Land 13,275,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 34,741 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 8,447,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 443,230 

Number of NIPF Landowners 470,000 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 

NIPF - Acres 100,000 
  Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted  
  SPF 138 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 70,000 NFP 93 
  State Fire – Communities Assisted  
  SPF 21 
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 25,668,400 NFP 76 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected  
  SPF 0 
Number of Rural Fire Departments 784 NFP 0 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed  
  SPF 8,500,000 
Number of Cities and Towns 382 NFP 0 
Forest Based Employment n/a Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 90 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) n/a Urban Forestry-Participating communities  53 
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) n/a     
  

 
Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 

Generated-Days 334 
 

 
EAP-Communites working under broad-

based local strategic plans     18 
Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community:  Trees Need Tops is an education campaign for the citizens of Davidson County and 
surrounding area to improve tree care and maintenance.  The project reached over 250,000 customers of the 
Nashville Water and Electric Services using billboards, newspaper advertisements, TV shows, radio PSA's, and 
press releases.  

Cooperative Fire Protection:  State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout 
the state.  Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s 
Office.  The Federal Excess Personal Property program assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in 
Rural Communities throughout the State. 

Landowner Assistance:  Uncertain future of Forest Lands Enhancement Program funding compromises landowner 
ability to implement multi-resource conservation practices. 

Forest Health Protection:  Southern pine beetle activity declined dramatically in 2003, with only 1300 infestations 
statewide, mostly in the Southern Appalachians and southern Cumberland Plateau. The effects of the summer 
droughts of 1998-2002 continue to impact the state’s hardwood forests, primarily through oak decline in East 
Tennessee, the Cumberland Plateau, and the Western Highland Rim. Campbell County’s 16,000 acres were sprayed 
twice for gypsy moth with a biological insecticide. 
 
Forest Legacy:  The State of Tennessee has tremendous political support for the Forest Legacy Program and 
continues to build this program. 

Economic Action Programs:  Projects have been started to find uses for woody biomass and to reduce hazardous 
fuels in communities.  FY 2004 National Fire Plan funds were not authorized, however, and efforts to reduce fire 
rates have been halted. 

For more information contact: 

 
Steven Scott, State Forester 

Tennessee Division of Forestry 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Telephone: 615-837-5411 
Fax:  615-837-5003 

Email:  Steven.Scott@state.tn.us 

Ken Arney, Deputy Regional Forester, 
State and Private Forestry 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Telephone: 404-347-4178 

Fax: 404-347-4821 
Email: karney@fs.fed.us  
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