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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

  FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2004 
Federal State   Federal State 
Estimate Estimate 

Forest Health Protection 46,500 46,500  46,500 46,500 
Forest Stewardship Program  222,235  222,235 207,000 207,000 
Economic Action Programs  90,000  22,500 8,800 8,800 
Urban and Community Forestry  314,000  314,000 303,000 303,000 

 
The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between 
the State of South Dakota, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government 
entities.  These programs promote the health and productivity of South Dakota's forest lands 
and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water 
resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve the 
health of South Dakota's urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 ♦  Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 ♦  Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 ♦  Are voluntary and use non-regulatory approaches. 
 
Key issues:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in implementation of 

the 2004 budget include: 
♦ Wildland/Urban Interface Management and associated air quality problems 
♦ Water quality and riparian areas rehabilitation 
♦ Forest health concerns related to increased age, density, decreased  diversity 

and secondary beetles, mountain pine beetle and pine nematode. 
♦ Rapid urbanization and subdivision development 

 
South Dakota has 566,000 acres of privately owned forest land and approximately 983,700 
acres of National Forests. Of the 28,700 individuals owning forest lands, 89% have parcels less 
than 20 acres in size.  Almost all of these landowners report that “part of residence” and “farm 
and domestic use” are primary reasons for owning forest land.  The state's 754,844 people 
include 238 communities with populations over 100; 90% of these have initiated some level of 
community forestry program. 
 
 
 
 
 



Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
 

SELECTED FACTS SELECTED RESULTS 
Population 754,844Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 2500 
Acres of Forest Land 1,600,000Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 44,355 
Acres of Non-Industrial Private Forest Land 566,000Urban Forestry – Technical Assistance 364 
Number of NIPF Landowners 28,700EAP-Natural Resource-Dependent Communities 

and Businesses Assisted 
30 

Number of Cities and Towns 309Technology transfer and Workshops 143 
Forest Based Employment 2,000  
Forest Based Earnings 176,000,000  
State Forestry Budget   

 
Program Highlights: 
 
Urban and Community Forestry: Plans continue for a $13,000.00 cost-share project on the 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation to help raise homeowner awareness along with assisting in 
vegetation management guidelines to help reduce wildfire risk areas. Tornadoes and strong 
storms during the summer of 2002 did great damage to private and public properties and 
resources including trees. Among the hardest hit was the town of Sinai. The tree planting phase 
of the Division’s Sinai re-greening project was completed in FY 2003. Sinai, along with two other 
towns are South Dakota’s newest Tree City USA communities. 
Forest Stewardship: The Division of Resource Conservation and Forestry provided 466 forest 
management and prairie forestry technical assists to private landowners, organizations, and 
government agencies across the state. Forest stewardship plans were written and approved for 
19 private landowners covering 2290 acres and 9 forest management plans covering 993 acres. 
Consultants completed plans for 3 private landowners covering 210 acres as a result of cost-
share assistance from the Stewardship Incentive Program.  
Forest Health Protection: Service foresters, along with the Forest Health Specialists, provided 
more than 350 assists to private landowners and 780 assists to cooperative extension 
educators and conservation district personnel. The FY 2003 gypsy moth monitoring program 
was, as in past years, conducted as a cooperative effort with the USDA Animal and Plant Heath 
Inspection Service (APHIS) and the South Dakota Cooperative Extension Service. The 
mountain pine beetle (MPB) program, in response to the epidemic in the Black Hills region of 
South Dakota, continues to yield positive results. 
Economic Action: In FY 2003, division activities focused on utilization of eastern red cedar in 
western and south central South Dakota. A contractor completed an inventory of the forest 
resources in an eight county area in the south central part of the state within a ten mile corridor 
of the Missouri River. 
Natural Resource Conservation Education: $8,000 of NRCE funding is used annually to 
support Project Learning Tree. A total of 12 educator and facilitator workshops were held in 
South Dakota. 

 
For more information contact: 

Raymond A. Sowers 
State Forester 
Pierre, South Dakota 
Ph.: (605) 773-3623 
Fax: (605) 773-4003 
Email: ray.sowers@state.sd.us  

Mark Boche 
Director, State and Private Forestry 
Rocky Mountain Region, Golden, 
CO 
Telephone (303) 275-5736 
Fax (303) 275-5754 
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