SOUTH CAROLINA

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2004
Final Final Estimate Estimate
SPF NFP SPF NFP
Programs
Coop Forest Health Management $874,000 $500,000 $396,666 $1,330,000
State Fire Assistance $586,087 $834,234 $644,700 $785,100
Volunteer Fire Assistance $74,466 $110,538 $82,000 $105,100
Forest Stewardship Program $681,600 n/a $650,000 n/a
Forest Legacy Program $4,993,000 n/a $7,629,865 n/a
Urban and Community Forestry $653,388 n/a $462,107 n/a
Economic Action Programs $6,700 $80,300 $40,000 $0
Forest Land Enhancement Program $558,841 n/a $0 n/a
Forest Resource Planning Assistance $7,500 n/a $17,500 n/a
Natural Resources Conservation
. 0 n/a n/a n/a
Education
Conservation Reserve Program $29,930 n/a $0 n/a
TOTAL $8,465,512 $1,525,072 $9,922,838| $2,220,200

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of South
Carolina, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities. These programs promote
the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest
products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and
improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:
® [Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,
® Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

® Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

KEY ISSUES:

Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include:

® Mixed landownership patterns, population growth and urban expansion will pose considerable challenges to
sustaining forest resource productivity in the South.

® Congressional direction and Forest Service oversight will continue to increase in regard to appraisals,
conservation easements and the management of Forest Legacy Program-funded tracts.




Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments

SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Population 4,154,900 |Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 255
Acres of Forest Land 12.415,500 |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 52,969
Acres of Nonlndustrial Private Forest Land 8,949,300 |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 816,953
Multi-resource practices implemented on
Number of NIPF Landowners 363,000 NIPF - Acres 201,600
\Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted
SPF 57
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 926,000 NFP 85
State Fire — Communities Assisted
SPF 360
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 11,581,000 NFP 85
Coop Forest Health — Acres Protected
SPF 25,000
Number of Rural Fire Departments 900 NFP 0
Coop Forest Health — Acres Surveyed
SPF 16,000,000
Number of Cities and Towns 269 NFP 0
Forest Based Employment 40,566 Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 12,349
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 3rd Urban Forestry-Participating communities 139
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) $23,000,000
Urban Forestry —Volunteer Assistance
Generated-Days 2,888
EAP-Communites working under broad-
based local strategic plans 11

Program Highlights:

Urban and Community: SC Public Tree Policy Review will create a record documenting the number, type, and
jurisdictional location of tree ordinances in SC, and disseminate information to state, and local stakeholders. The
information includes federal and state regulations relative to public policy making, ordinance status by jurisdiction,

type, and case studies.

Cooperative Fire Protection: State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout
the state. Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s
Office. The Federal Excess Personal Property program assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in

Rural Communities throughout the State.

Landowner Assistance:

landowner ability to implement multi-resource conservation practices.

Uncertain future of Forest Lands Enhancement Program funding compromises

Forest Health Protection: The 2002 southern pine beetle outbreak continued into 2003, but at a much reduced

intensity. The most recent survey showed 2500 spots containing just over a million dollars in pine mortality. Total
southern pine beetle financial loss in 2003 totaled an estimated $6.6 million. Heavy rains in South Carolina brought
other problems ranging from anthracnose diseases to outright drowning of root systems.

Forest Legacy Program: The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, in partnership with the South
Carolina Forestry Commission, is implementing the most aggressive Forest Legacy Program in the Region. The
acquisitions are strategically located along river systems and complement other federal, state and local land

programs.

Economic Action Programs: Bioretention cells are being used for collecting storm water runoff. These cells are
using wood chips from fire breaks and defensible space.

authorized and efforts to utilize woody fuels have been halted.

For more information contact:

FY 2004 National Fire Plan funding has not been

Columbia, SC 29221
Telephone: 803-896-8800
Fax: 803-798-8097

Bob Schowalter, State Forester
South Carolina Forestry Commission

Ken Arney, Deputy Regional Forester,

Email: bschowalter@forestry.state.sc.us

State and Private Forestry
Atlanta, Georgia
Telephone: 404-347-4178
Fax: 404-347-4821

Email: karney@fs.fed.us
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