Pennsylvania

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2006 FY 2007

Program Final Estimate
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 1,423,235 167,850
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National 0 0
Fire Plan

Forest Land Enhancement 184,583 0
Forest Legacy 2,402,979 7,000
Forest Stewardship 668,300 413,100
State Fire Assistance 176,636 134,216
State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 837,556 214,537
Urban and Community Forestry 1,056,878 401,500
Volunteer Fire Assistance 282,950 306,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 231,455 251,085
Total 7,265,072 1,895,288

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between
the State of Pennsylvania, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government
entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of Pennsylvania forest lands
and rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water
resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve
the health of Pennsylvania urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:

e Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,
e Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and
¢ Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues:

e Improve management and stewardship of non-industrial private forest lands
e Accurate, timely forest inventory and health data

e Improve public awareness and understanding of forestry

e Forest parcelization and fragmentation

e Forestland taxation



Forest Facts and Accomplishments:

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments
Population 12,281,054 Stewardship Plans Prepared 73
(current year) (Each)
Acres of Forest Land 16,905,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 7,328
(current year) (Acres)
Acres of Nonindustrial 11,889,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 393,115
Private Forest Land (all years) (Acres)
Number of NIPF 512,700 Acres of Multi-resource 19,506
Landowners Practices Implemented on
NIPF (Acres)
Acres of Federal Land 0  Volunteer Fire Departments 200
Under State Fire Assisted (Each)
Protection
Acres of Private Land 17,000,000 State Fire Communities 228
Under State Fire Assisted (Each)
Protection
Number of Rural Fire 2,650 Coop Forest Health Acres 81,603
Departments Protected (Acres)
Number of Cities And 1,401 Forest Legacy Project 0
Towns Acquisition (Acres)
Forest Based 84,476  Urban Forestry - Participating 418
Employment Communities (Each)
Economic Impact of 3 Urban Forestry - Volunteer 8,068
Forestry (by rank) Assistance (Days)
State Forestry Budget 32,990,000

(All Sources)

Program Highlights:

Forest Health Protection

Gypsy moth populations continued to rebound, mostly in the northeastern part of the state.
The Bureau of Forestry planned and implemented preventive treatments in seven
Pennsylvania counties. The Bureau also organized an emerald ash borer task force poised to
respond quickly to an infestation. The exotic woodwasp, Sirex noctilio, was discovered
during an intensive trapping program conducted by the Bureau of Forestry in cooperation
with the USDA Forest Service and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

Cooperative Fire Protection

With National Fire Plan funds, the Bureau of Forestry used prescribed fire and mechanical
means to treat over 100 acres of hazardous fuel on state lands, significantly reducing the
threat of wildfire to 20 adjacent high risk wildland interface communities. The agency also
helped 25 communities develop Community Emergency Action Plans. Grant funds assisted
200 volunteer fire departments across the state with equipment and training needs.

Urban and Community Forestry
An information campaign called Think before You Top—Get the Facts, aimed at reducing the



harmful practice called “topping” (pruning back all of a tree’s branches from the top),
reached 1.4 million northeastern Pennsylvania residents. Topping makes trees more
susceptible to damage from insects, diseases, and storms. Pennsylvania State University, the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Bureau of Forestry, DCNR
Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, and the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Institute provided land use planning and regulation training to more than 100 Pennsylvania
Bureau of Forestry staff.

Forest Stewardship

A training session called This Old Field: Converting Land and Protecting Water, held on the
Walizer Tree Farm in Centre County, was attended by 33 participants. Designed for
landowners interested in converting former agricultural lands to forestland, the program
included information on riparian buffers, stream protection, cost-share programs, site
preparation and planting, and an introduction to the work of the American Chestnut
Foundation.

For more information contact:

Pennsylvania Department of Northeastern Area S&PF United
Conservation and Natural Kathryn P. Maloney States
Resources USDA Forest Service Department
James R. Grace 11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 of
Bureau of Forestry Newtown Square, PA 19073 Agriculture
Rachel Carson State Office Building,  Ph: 610-557-4103

P.O. Box 8552 Fax: 610-557-4177

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552 Email: kmalonev@fs.fed.us

Ph: 717-787-2703
Fax: 717-783-5109

Email: jagrace@state.pa.us
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