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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

Program

FY 2006

Final

FY 2007

Estimate

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 210,717 98,000

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National

Fire Plan

0 0

Forest Land Enhancement 153,651 0

Forest Legacy 37,500 30,000

Forest Stewardship 336,500 301,700

State Fire Assistance 158,277 73,483

State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 407,455 115,548

Urban and Community Forestry 375,254 306,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance 181,000 181,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 153,830 153,830

Total 2,014,184 1,259,561

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between

the State of Ohio, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government

entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of Ohio forest lands and rural

economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources,

rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve the health

of Ohio urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs: 

Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,

Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues: 

Lack of public understanding of forestry and the importance of forest management to

quality of life

The impact of invasive pests on Ohio’s rural and urban economies and ecosystems 

A serious lack of public “working” forestland to provide high quality forest products,

unique habitats, pristine water, and back-country recreation

Forest parcelization and open-space protection

Continued loss of forest industries and its ultimate impact on forest health



Forest Facts and Accomplishments: 

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 11,353,140 Stewardship Plans Prepared

(current year) (Each) 

576 

Acres of Forest Land 7,855,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(current year) (Acres) 

36,772 

Acres of Nonindustrial

Private Forest Land 

6,990,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(all years) (Acres) 

881,429 

Number of NIPF

Landowners 

328,800 Acres of Multi-resource

Practices Implemented on

NIPF (Acres) 

383 

Acres of Federal Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

0 Volunteer Fire Departments

Assisted (Each) 

85 

Acres of Private Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

5,822,000 State Fire Communities

Assisted (Each) 

455 

Number of Rural Fire

Departments 

1,366 Coop Forest Health Acres

Protected (Acres) 

82,067 

Number of Cities And

Towns 

1,054 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

0 

Forest Based

Employment 

70,138 Urban Forestry - Participating

Communities (Each) 

280 

Economic Impact of

Forestry (by rank) 

7 Urban Forestry - Volunteer

Assistance (Days) 

6,942 

State Forestry Budget

(All Sources) 

11,472,000 

Program Highlights: 

Forest Health Protection 

Emerald ash borer remains a high priority. The Division of Forestry has implemented a
three-pronged action plan: assisting woodland owners with harvesting ash prior to infestation,
assisting communities with removing ash prior to infestation, and conducting an enhanced ash
utilization effort. These activities are coordinated with the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 

Cooperative Fire Protection 

With National Fire Plan funds, the Division of Forestry used prescribed fire and mechanical
means to treat over 3,000 acres of hazardous fuels on state lands, significantly reducing the
threat of wildfire to 80 adjacent high risk wildland interface communities. Eighty-five
volunteer fire departments received grants to help with equipment and training needs. 

Urban and Community Forestry 

As Ohio’s battle with emerald ash borer intensified during 2006, so too did the Division of
Forestry’s Emerald Ash Borer Canopy Restoration. Programs for affected property owners in
North Baltimore, Oregon, and Toledo were initiated. A total of 2,087 trees were provided to
residential, municipal, and commercial property owners. The International Society of



Arboriculture used a grant from the Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Urban
Forestry Section to provide educational materials, resources, and scholarships to local
participants. Over the next 2 years, local arborists from small southern Ohio communities will
be working with ODNR's urban forester to develop local service projects. 

Conservation Education 

The Ohio Division of Forestry focuses its conservation education on Project Learning Tree;
workshop training was provided to more than 800 educators, pre-service teachers, and
resource professionals statewide. In addition to providing traditional workshops for PreK
through 8th grade educators, additional workshops featured information about wildfire,
energy, and urban themes. A special educational campaign, Call before You Cut, was
launched successfully. 

Forest Stewardship 

The Hochstetler family of St. Hope was selected as Ohio's Tree Farmers of the Year. This
Amish family owns and manages more than 757 acres with the assistance of their “English”
forester. They have planted trees, released crop trees, and been model educators for their
community. Most of their forest products are used by the Amish community. 

For more information contact:

 Ohio DNR - Division of Forestry 

John Dorka 

1855 Fountain Square Court, H-1 

Columbus, OH 43224 

Ph: 614-265-6690 

Fax: 614-447-9231 

Email: john.dorka@dnr.state.oh.us 

Northeastern Area S&PF 

Kathryn P. Maloney 

USDA Forest Service 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph: 610-557-4103 

Fax: 610-557-4177 

Email: kmaloney@fs.fed.us 
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