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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2006 FY 2007
Program Final Estimate
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 817,125 58,000
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National 0 0
Fire Plan
Forest Land Enhancement 43,931 0
Forest Legacy 1,813,000 30,000
Forest Stewardship 172,900 130,100
State Fire Assistance 182,806 74,798
State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 459,406 149,785
Urban and Community Forestry 321,501 286,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance 96,000 96,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 79,946 79,946
Total 3,986,615 904,629

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between
the State of New Jersey, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government
entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of New Jersey forest lands and
rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water
resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve
the health of New Jersey urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:

e Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,
e Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and
¢ Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues:

¢ Wildland/urban interface fire protection
¢ Conveying forestry’s value to air & water quality, both urban and rural
e Forest fragmentation, regulation, and restricted use designations

¢ Lack of staff to convert traditional forest management plans to broader resource

management plans

¢ Public lacks understanding about forestry and forestry practices and how they

improve forest health




Forest Facts and Accomplishments:

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 8,414,350  Stewardship Plans Prepared 71
(current year) (Each)

Acres of Forest Land 2,132,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 3,486
(current year) (Acres)

Acres of Nonindustrial 1,322,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 99,586

Private Forest Land (all years) (Acres)

Number of NIPF 88,700 Acres of Multi-resource 409

Landowners Practices Implemented on NIPF
(Acres)

Acres of Federal Land 0  Volunteer Fire Departments 65

Under State Fire Assisted (Each)

Protection

Acres of Private Land 3,250,000 State Fire Communities Assisted 546

Under State Fire (Each)

Protection

Number of Rural Fire 353 Coop Forest Health Acres 26,377

Departments Protected (Acres)

Number of Cities And 505  Forest Legacy Project 961

Towns Acquisition (Acres)

Forest Based Employment 29,850  Urban Forestry - Participating 291
Communities (Each)

Economic Impact of 5  Urban Forestry - Volunteer 4,598

Forestry (by rank) Assistance (Days)

State Forestry Budget (All 6,363,938

Sources)

Program Highlights:

Forest Health Protection

Gypsy moth populations continued to rebound with more than 125,000 acres defoliated in
2006. The New Jersey Forest Service and the Department of Agriculture determined that
gypsy moth populations will need to be reduced on more than 50,000 acres in 2007, mostly
on State forest lands. In addition, the New Jersey Forest Service has continued to cooperate
with the State Department of Agriculture and the USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection
Service to eradicate the Asian longhorned beetle.

Cooperative Fire Protection

With National Fire Plan funds, the New Jersey Forest Fire Service used prescribed fire and
mechanical means to treat over 12,000 acres of hazardous fuels on state and private lands,
significantly reducing the threat of wildfire to 30 high risk wildland interface communities.
Sixty-five volunteer fire departments received grants to help with equipment and training
needs.

Forest Legacy
New Jersey used a fee acquisition on high quality watershed lands to create the 433-acre



Buckhorn Creek Wildlife Management Area.

Urban and Community Forestry

The New Jersey Community Forestry program continues to emphasize inner city activities,
engaging communities with low tree cover, and communities that have not participated in the
State’s Community Forestry program. Funds were provided to each city to help them develop
a tree management plan and to establish a local tree planting program. The No Net Loss
Reforestation Act, which requires State entities that remove a half acre or more of forest land
to mitigate the loss, has resulted in § 3.6 million in tree planting compensation for 18
communities. More than 14,000 trees will be planted to offset tree loss from state
construction projects.

Conservation Education

The New Jersey Forest Service continued its partnership with the New Jersey Envirothon
competition, which challenges high school youth to learn about the natural environment.
Through competition, students learn how to analyze and apply resource management
concepts, and make decisions to conserve natural resources. About 400 students participated
in this year's competition, and the program has been expanding yearly.

Forest Stewardship

A Forest Stewardship Plan was prepared for the 9,640 acre Newark City Watershed. The
focus of the plan is to reintroduce forest management in an area that had a rich history of
management until the early 1980s. The plan prescribes multiple-use benefits while protecting
the watershed for future generations.

For more information contact:

New Jersey Department of Northeastern Area S&PF United
@‘ Environmental Protection Kathryn P. Maloney States
& James S. Barresi USDA Forest Service Department

Forest Service 11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 of

P.O. Box 404 Newtown Square, PA 19073 Agriculture

Trenton, NJ 08625-0404
Ph: 609-292-2520
Fax: 609-984-0378

Email: jim.barresi@dep.state.nj.us

Ph: 610-557-4103
Fax: 610-557-4177

Email: kmaloney@fs.fed.us
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