Nebraska

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2006 FY 2007

Program Final Estimate
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 65,000 65,000
Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National 51,570 51,570
Fire Plan

Forest Land Enhancement 11,304 0
Forest Legacy 7,920 0
Forest Stewardship 232,336 231,336
State Fire Assistance 236,050 236,050
State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 264,929 259,003
Urban and Community Forestry 267,000 267,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance 150,737 150,737
Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 43,540 43,540
Total 1,330,386 1,304,236

e Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery.
e Increase values through sustained productivity of forests.
¢ Deliver programs that are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues:

e Fuel loads in our Ponderosa Pine and mixed pine/cedar type ecosystems are
dangerously high and growing, as evidenced by several 2006 fires, and must be
reduced.

e Emerald ash borer is a huge threat to Nebraska's community and riparian forests.
Removal and replacement costs for ash trees in Nebraska's communities are
estimated to exceed $1.3 billion.

¢ Declining forest health, due to an aging community tree population, recent
emergencence of several fatal tree diseases, severe weather events and 8 years of
chronic, severe drought.

e Large-scale community tree planting programs, as well as urban/suburban dweller
education and green professional training are all required to restore healthy
community forests.

¢ Expanded use of green infrastructure to reduce costs, increase tree planting, improve
aesthetics and provide ecosystem services is an important new direction for
community forestry programs.

¢ Need to extend community forestry programs to the wildland-urban interface.

¢ Declining health and quality of rural forests due to damage from livestock grazing,
herbicide drift, harvesting practices and conversion to non-forest uses. 75 percent of



Nebraska's natural and planted forest resources are in need of improvement practices.

¢ Need to establish new conservation plantings for wildlife habitat, shelterbelts,
watershed protection, wood products and other conservation purposes.
e Training of local firefighters is often not consistent with that of federal firefighters.



Forest Facts and Accomplishments:

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 1,711,263 Stewardship Plans Prepared 40
(current year) (Each)

Acres of Forest Land 948,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans 2,533
(current year) (Acres)

Acres of Nonindustrial 790,500  Acres Under Stewardship Plans 98,321

Private Forest Land (all years) (Acres)

Number of NIPF 30,400 Acres of Multi-resource 236

Landowners Practices Implemented on NIPF
(Acres)

Acres of Federal Land 741,247  Volunteer Fire Departments 136

Under State Fire Assisted (Each)

Protection

Acres of Private Land 48,342,273 State Fire Communities 444

Under State Fire Assisted (Each)

Protection

Number of Rural Fire 476  Coop Forest Health Acres 2,920

Departments Protected (Acres)

Number of Cities And 537  Forest Legacy Project 0

Towns Acquisition (Acres)

Forest Based Employment 400  Urban Forestry - Participating 135
Communities (Each)

Economic Impact of 0  Urban Forestry - Volunteer 5,877

Forestry (by rank) Assistance (Days)

State Forestry Budget (All 1,165,085

Sources)

Program Highlights:

Forest Health Protection

NFS personnel helped form a multi-agency, statewide EAB task force to plan for the eventual
introduction of EAB to Nebraska. Program staff authored five publications on identification
and management of forest pests, gave four media interviews, wrote newsletter articles and
gave 19 lectures and workshop presentations that provided information directly to
approximately 900 landowners, green industry professionals and volunteers. A survey of
forests, windbreaks and community plantings was conducted to determine the presence of
white pine blister rust in limber pine in western Nebraska and whether EAB is present along
Nebraska’s Interstate 80 corridor. An evaluation of a new pesticide treatment for pine wilt
was completed and became commercially available in 2006.

Cooperative Fire Protection

The wildfires of 2006 were the worst Nebraska has ever experienced, with 14 homes and
70,000 acres burned, 35,000 acres of which were commercial forest. During the extreme fire
events of 2006, the NFS Rural Fire Protection and Forestry personnel provided materials (fire
retardant, fire suppression equipment and maintenance services) and technical support (aerial



fire spotting and asset management support, serving on incident management teams, on-site
technical assistance for post-fire rehabilitation of burned lands) to rural fire districts and
affected landowners, both during and after the fire. The comprehensive Community Wildfire
Protection Plans and other rural fire district and mutual aid plans, of which NFS personnel
played an important role in developing, were put into place upon initial fire occurrence,
enabling a relatively smooth response to these massive fires. Much of the equipment
responding to these wildfire emergencies was Federal Excess Personal Property on loan to the
fire departments through the NFS. These vehicles hauled firefighters, water and equipment in
severe off-road conditions. The NFS also improved oversight and management of Federal
Excess Property Program through comprehensive inventories, provision of on-site FEPP
equipment maintenance services, substantially expanded FEPP equipment acquisition and
accelerated distribution to rural fire districts. Additionally, hazardous fuels grants resulted in
403 acres of forest land being treated on 11 different properties.

Economic Action

The NFS funded (via Economic Action Program grants) several engineering studies of Pine
Ridge institutions to determine feasibility of converting to woody biomass for heating and
cooling (and to grow markets for underutilized wood in the Pine Ridge). The NFS also
initiated additional EAP-funded feasibility studies for Peru State College and Nebraska
College of Technical Agriculture in Curtis, Nebraska to be completed in '07. Several
previously funded studies by Chadron Public School, Chadron Hospital and Crow Butte
Resources, Inc. all proved wood energy to be financially feasible. These institutions are now
seeking capital to finance the conversion to wood energy.

Forest Legacy

The NFS continues to seek properties that qualify for the state's Forest Legacy Program.
Several long-term attempts to secure qualifying properties were not successful, delaying
implementation of this program in Nebraska. The FLP’s long time span between securing
landowner approval of the transaction and potential funding release several years later is a
barrier to securing lands in high demand and those most under threat of development.

Urban and Community Forestry

Service and assistance were provided to more than 150 Nebraska communities, representing
82 percent of the state population. More than $310,000 was awarded to communities as
pass-through grants to support re-greening efforts consisting of tree planting, management
and care. Nebraska's 119 certified Tree City USA communities invested $6.2 million dollars
and involved 1,845 volunteers in planting and caring for local community forest resources.
Green Industry professionals were supported through 32 statewide training workshops and
seminars in cooperation with affiliate organizations.

Forest Stewardship

Nebraska service foresters provided forestry technical assistance to 1,204 rural landowners in
2006, including tree planting, forest management, pest control, timber harvest and other
forestry issues. Forest Stewardship Plans were written for 42 cooperators to help guide future
forest management and conservation tree planting on 4,540 acres. In addition, NFS staff wrote
303 forestry practice plans for landowners to implement tree planting, forest improvement or
forest protection practices.

For more information contact:



Nebraska Forest Service Rocky Mountain Region United

Dr. Scott J. Josiah Mark Boche States
Plant Industry Building, Rm. 103 USDA Forest Service Department
University of Nebraska P.O. Box 25127 of
Lincoln, NE 68583-0815 Lakewood, CO 80225 Agriculture
Ph: 402-472-2944 Ph: 303-275-5736

Fax: 402-472-2964 Fax: 303-275-5754

Email: sjosiah2@unl.edu Email: mboche@fs.fed.us
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