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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

Program

FY 2006

Final

FY 2007

Estimate

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 72,400 72,400

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National

Fire Plan

151,300 151,300

Forest Land Enhancement 25,000 25,000

Forest Legacy 0 0

Forest Stewardship 255,800 255,800

State Fire Assistance 223,800 223,800

State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 158,100 158,100

Urban and Community Forestry 354,600 241,600

Volunteer Fire Assistance 158,000 158,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 256,600 256,600

Total 1,655,600 1,542,600

Cooperative programs are administered and implemented through partnerships between the

State of North Dakota, the USDA Forest Service, and many other private and government

entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of North Dakota's forests and

rural economies. We emphasize timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources,

rural economies, and conservation practices. Our goal is to maintain and improve the health

of North Dakota's urban and rural forests and related economies. 

Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery

Increase values through sustained productivity of forests

Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches

Key Issues: 

Enhance water quality by improving the condition of North Dakota's riparian forest

resources through voluntary and incentive based landowner assistance programs. 

Improve riparian forests and related natural resources by expanding partnerships and

financial support for forestry assistance. 

Promote sustainable forest management through scientifically based educational

materials and incentives to forest landowners. 

Ensure the protection of people, property, and natural resources by expanding

wildfire prevention and suppression capabilities. 

Provide leadership and education on fire related issues to ensure proper management

and protection of North Dakota's natural resources. 

Protect people, communities, rural homes, and roads from drifting snow by



Protect people, communities, rural homes, and roads from drifting snow by

establishing living snow fences.

Improve the quality of life in North Dakota by promoting tree planting and tree care. 

Enhance public understanding and appreciation of trees through educational

programs.

Expand financial and technical assistance to communities to build long-term social,

environmental, and economic sustainability.

Expand promotion of agroforestry programs that will increase and diversify rural

economies. 



Forest Facts and Accomplishments: 

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 642,200 Stewardship Plans Prepared

(current year) (Each) 

87 

Acres of Forest Land 673,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(current year) (Acres) 

11,586 

Acres of Nonindustrial

Private Forest Land 

411,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(all years) (Acres) 

103,428 

Number of NIPF

Landowners 

13,000 Acres of Multi-resource

Practices Implemented on

NIPF (Acres) 

0 

Acres of Federal Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

3,867,118 Volunteer Fire Departments

Assisted (Each) 

144 

Acres of Private Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

31,878,661 State Fire Communities

Assisted (Each) 

29 

Number of Rural Fire

Departments 

378 Coop Forest Health Acres

Protected (Acres) 

25,014 

Number of Cities And

Towns 

373 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

0 

Forest Based

Employment 

76 Urban Forestry - Participating

Communities (Each) 

82 

Economic Impact of

Forestry (by rank) 

0 Urban Forestry - Volunteer

Assistance (Days) 

945 

State Forestry Budget

(All Sources) 

6,893,528 

Program Highlights: 

Forest Health Protection 

The North Dakota Forest Service provides a statewide survey to detect outbreaks of forest
insects and diseases. In addition, this program provides technical assistance and training to
interested private landowners and agency resource managers in all phases of forest pest
management including identification, evaluation and control. Lastly, this program includes
$65,000 granted to the North Dakota Department of Agriculture in support of their aggressive
fight against noxious weeds. The majority of these funds are spent on on-the-ground projects,
often designed by neighbors who form Cooperative Weed Management Areas, to reduce,
eliminate or prevent infestations of noxious weeds. 

Cooperative Fire Protection 

This program focuses on the protection of lives, property and natural resources from wildfire.
The program provides training, technical and financial assistance, and federal excess property
to rural fire departments to enhance firefighting capabilities. These efforts also strengthen
interagency cooperation and coordination, which improves fire suppression efficiency and
effectiveness. 



Economic Action 

This program helps North Dakota communities adapt to and benefit from changes occurring
within rural areas. We integrate economic development and enhanced quality of living with
the sustainability of natural resources. Partnerships, flexibility and long-term solutions are
emphasized. Biomass Utilization has been an emphasis of the program in 2006, and North
Dakota's first demonstration project ~ at the Bismarck Landfill ~ will be operational by spring
of 2007. This project is projected to save the City $20,000 - $30,000 in annual heating costs,
while enabling them to double their recycling facilities, better manage excessive amounts of
wood waste coming into the landfill, and support hazardous fuel treatment projects
throughout the greater Bismarck area. 

Landowner Assistance 

The majority of North Dakota's rural forests are privately owned. The Landowner Assistance
Programs in North Dakota focus on educating and assisting non-industrial private forest
landowners to better manage, protect and utilize their natural resources. This is accomplished
through the development of management plans and by providing financial incentives. 

Urban and Community Forestry 

Most of North Dakota's residents live in cities and towns. For them, natural resource
management means conservation activities in city parks, tree-lined streets, and other green
spaces within their communities. Program assistance includes tree planting and management
plans, shade tree ordinances, pest surveys and tree maintenance workshops. Challenge grants
are available to eligible communities to assist with forestry needs. 

Conservation Education 

This program provides lifelong learning opportunities, which encourage a greater
understanding and appreciation of our country’s natural resources. The program is designed
to provide conservation education for a variety of ages and interest groups. 

Forest Stewardship 

The Forest Stewardship Program provides technical assistance to landowners of
non-industrial private forestlands, to improve the stewardship of their forests. Charles and
Ernesdean Murphy were awarded "North Dakota Forest Steward of the Year" for their use of
this program. Following the wildfires in Shield, ND in 2002, Mr. and Mrs. Murphy worked
closely with representatives of the North Dakota Forest Service to install a vegetative
fuelbreak around the north and west sides of their home. The plantings were designed to
protect their home and barn from wildfire threats by breaking up the consistency of fuels and
providing a less flammable barrier around their homesite. In addition, these plantings provide
important habitat for wildlife and help reduce impacts from wind. 

For more information contact:

 North Dakota Forest Service 

Larry A. Kotchman 

307 First Street 

Bottineau, ND 58318-1100 

Ph: 701-228-5422 

Fax: 701-228-5448 

Email: larry.kotchman@ndsu.edu 

Northern Region 

Paul Ries 

USDA Forest Service 

200 East Broadway

Missoula, MT 59807 

Ph: 801-625-5253 

Fax: 801-625-5716 

Email: pries@fs.fed.us 
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