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           Investment in North Dakota's Cooperative Programs: 
FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2004 

Federal* State Federal* State   
Program    

Funding Match Estimate Estimate 

Forest Health Management 75,000 75,000 79,500 79,500
Noxious Weed Management 98,300 98,300 89,300 89,300
State Fire Assistance 286,700 286,700 340,700 340,700
Volunteer Fire Assistance 404,400 404,400 403,600 403,600
Hazard Mitigation 124,000 124,000 100,000 100,000
State Forest Resource Planning 12,600 12,600 12,600 12,600
Forest Stewardship Program 235,000 235,000 207,000 207,000
Multi-Resource Stewardship 143,941 143,941 0 0
Forest Land Enhancement Program  100,000 100,000 0 0
Urban and Community Forestry 318,910 318,910 296,000 296,000
Economic Action Programs 579,000 579,000 150,000 150,000
Natural Resource Conservation 
Education (S&PF funds) 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000

TOTAL $2,392,851 $2,392,851 $1,698,200 $1,698,200
*Federal Funding and Estimates include amounts sent to all partners, e.g., through NFs to RC&Ds, as well as through the State Forester. 

Cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
North Dakota, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities. These 
programs promote the health and productivity of North Dakota’s forests and rural economies. We 
emphasize timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation 
practices. Our goal is to maintain and improve the health of North Dakota’s urban and rural forests and 
related economies. These programs:  

 
 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 
 
KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

♦ Preparedness to respond to rapidly spreading grassland fires that are not easily   
    prevented via hazard reduction  
♦ Wildland/Urban Interface Management and associated Air Quality problems  
♦ Forest health concerns related to increased age and density, and decreased diversity  
♦ Rapid urbanization and subdivision development 
♦ Water quality and riparian areas rehabilitation 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments: 
 

 
 
 
Program Emphasis: 
 
Urban and Community Forestry:  Most of North Dakota's residents live in cities and towns.  For them, natural 
resource management means conservation activities in city parks, tree-lined streets, and other green spaces 
within their communities.  Program assistance includes tree planting and management plans, shade tree 
ordinances, pest surveys and tree maintenance workshops.  Challenge grants are available to eligible 
communities to assist with forestry needs. 
 
Cooperative Fire Protection: This program focuses on the protection of lives, property and natural resources from 
wildfire.  The program provides training, technical and financial assistance, and federal excess property to rural 
fire departments to enhance firefighting capabilities. These efforts also strengthen interagency cooperation and 
coordination, which improves fire suppression efficiency and effectiveness. 
 
Landowner Assistance: The majority of North Dakota's rural forests are privately owned.  The Landowner 
Assistance Programs in North Dakota focus on educating and assisting non-industrial private forest landowners to 
better manage, protect and utilize their natural resources.  This is accomplished through the development of 
management plans and by providing financial incentives. 

 
Forest Health Protection:  The North Dakota Forest Service provides a statewide survey to detect outbreaks of 
forest insects and diseases.  In addition, this program provides technical assistance and training to interested 
private landowners and agency resource managers in all phases of forest pest management including 
identification, evaluation and control. 
 
Economic Action Programs.  This program helps North Dakota communities adapt to and benefit from changes 
occurring within rural areas. We integrate economic development and enhanced quality of living with the 
sustainability of natural resources. Partnerships, flexibility and long-term solutions are emphasized.   

Conservation Education.  This program provides lifelong learning opportunities, which encourage a greater 
understanding and appreciation of our country’s natural resources. The program is designed to provide 
conservation education for a variety of ages and interest groups.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Population 642,200 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 155 

Acres of Forest Land 673,000 
Acres Under Stewardship Plans  
(current year)                     4,811 

Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land (NIPF) 411,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 82,110 
Number of NIPF Landowners 13,000 Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 195 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 3,867,118 Forest Health Acres Protected 14910 
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 31,878,661 Acres Surveyed for Forest Health 454160 
Number of Rural Fire Departments 378 Urban Forestry-Communities Participating 108 
Number of Cities & Towns 359 Urban Forestry –Volunteer Days 474 

Forest Based Employment 76 
Economic Action – Natural Resource-
Dependent Rural Comunities Assisted 10 

Forest Based Earnings $3,650,000 Technology Transfer (Person Days)  427 
State Forestry Budget  $4,218,133 Rural Acres Planted 13,500 
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Program Highlights:  
 
Volunteer Fire Assistance:  ND FS awarded $323,455 to fund 202 projects in 96 rural fire departments this 
year. With this funding, we: provided 8 additional foam untis, 9 drop tanks, 8 portable pumps and 10 remote 
monitors across the state; helped four RFDs construct slide-in engine units to enhance initial attack response 
capabilities; provided an additional 45 radios and 95 pagers to enhance communications; and helped 
purchase 102 sets of wildland personal protective equipment, fully outfitting Jamestown Rural Fire Department 
and Rugby Fire Protection District personnel.  
 
This was our second year of combining DOI Rural Fire Assistance dollars with Volunteer Fire Assistance to 
deliver a seamless, coordinated program. Overall, these programs funded 84% of the requesting Rural Fire 
Departments and 78% of the project and purchase requests received in 2003.  
 
State Fire Assistance:  Wildfire response and mitigation planning efforts are beginning to take hold in North 
Dakota. Our new Fire Planning and Prevention Specialist has completed three community fire plans and 
conducted 5 preliminary assessment vistis to assess communities’ relative risk from wildfire. We initiated 
development of a CommunityWildfire Mitigation Plan template pertinent to North Dakota, in cooperation with 
interagency partners. We held 6 Firewise programs attended by 117 participants across the state, and have 
scheduled 6 more workshops for 2004. An internal working group has nearly completed the first draft of 
Communities at Risk Assessment, which will be 
unrolled to external partners in 2004.  
 
Economic Action: From landscape mulch to 
energy generation, North Dakota will soon put 
biomass to work for their communities!  With the 
help of a $100,000 National Fire Plan Economic 
Action Grant, ND FS and the U of ND’s Energy 
and Environmental Research Center quantified 
biomass waste and matched it up with fire danger 
and potential markets throughout the state. Armed 
with this information, they are helping communities 
and buisinesses learn how to reduce fire danger while benefitting local economies. They’ve already held four 
workshops where they will make the most difference – in the most fire prone areas with greatest business 
potential. Over 50 participants attended workshops in Minot, Bismarck, Williston and Grand Forks during 2003.   
 

Fuels For Schools:  This innovative program is off and running in North 
Dakota – our first demonstration project will install a biomass heating system 
in Minot State University in Bottineau during the summer of 2004 (pictured to 
the left).   
 
Natural Resource Conservation Education:  The ND Forest Service and 
ND Council on the Arts are producing a CD rom featuring traditional stories 
and songs from a variety of cultural backgrounds. Accompanying each story 
will be scientific information, descriptions and pictures of the trees 
highlighted. The product will help pre- K through 12 educators meet the 
President’s No Child Left Behind initiative by strengthening language arts 
skills through a variety of senses.  

 
 

For more information contact: 

 

 

 

Larry A. Kotchman 
State Forester 

North Dakota Forest Service 
307 First Street East 

Bottineau, ND   58318-1100 
(701) 228-5422 

 

William W. Boettcher 
  Director, State and Private Forestry, R1/R4 

Federal Building, 200 East Broadway 
Missoula, MT   59807 

(406) 329-3280 
 


