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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

Program

FY 2006

Final

FY 2007

Estimate

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 97,900 97,900

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National

Fire Plan

907,300 907,300

Forest Land Enhancement 60,000 60,000

Forest Legacy 4,181,500 3,000,000

Forest Stewardship 314,100 314,100

State Fire Assistance 655,600 655,600

State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 1,238,800 1,238,800

Urban and Community Forestry 167,700 167,700

Volunteer Fire Assistance 146,700 146,700

Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 238,200 238,200

Total 8,007,800 6,826,300

Cooperative forestry programs are administered and implemented through partnerships

between the State of Montana, the US Forest Service, and many other private and

government entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of Montana's

forest lands and rural economies. Together, we emphasize timber and other forest products,

wildlife, water resources, rural economies, and conservation practices. Our goal is to

maintain and improve the health of Montana's urban and rural forests and related economies.

We rely on partners for administering programs to eliminate duplication, and

improve efficiency and effectiveness.

We strive to increase economic, social, and environmental values through sustained

management of forests. 

We emphasize voluntary, non-regulatory approaches to achieve program goals.

Key Issues: 

Conservation of working forests

Improving forest health in rural and urban landscapes 

Forest and agricultural biomass utilization for heat and energy production 

Sustainable forest management and restoration of forested ecosystems 

Continued emphasis on implementing the Western Governors' 10-year Strategy, the

Healthy Forests Restoration Act, and the National Fire Plan





Forest Facts and Accomplishments: 

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 902,195 Stewardship Plans Prepared

(current year) (Each) 

42 

Acres of Forest Land 23,293,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(current year) (Acres) 

126,947 

Acres of Nonindustrial

Private Forest Land 

3,800,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(all years) (Acres) 

693,243 

Number of NIPF

Landowners 

80,000 Acres of Multi-resource

Practices Implemented on

NIPF (Acres) 

110 

Acres of Federal Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

1,634,104 Volunteer Fire Departments

Assisted (Each) 

425 

Acres of Private Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

2,624,247 State Fire Communities

Assisted (Each) 

484 

Number of Rural Fire

Departments 

438 Coop Forest Health Acres

Protected (Acres) 

75,788 

Number of Cities And

Towns 

275 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

7,284 

Forest Based

Employment 

9,700 Urban Forestry - Participating

Communities (Each) 

52 

Economic Impact of

Forestry (by rank) 

3 Urban Forestry - Volunteer

Assistance (Days) 

3,403 

State Forestry Budget

(All Sources) 

12,479,980 

Program Highlights: 

Forest Health Protection 

A total of $133,000 has been granted to Lake County for forest restoration projects and to
date 257 acres of private forests have been thinned in an effort to reduce the impacts of bark
beetles. Aerial surveillance for insects and diseases was conducted on 29 million acres in
fiscal year 2006. Five workshops were offered and attended by 266 private landowners and
professional foresters. In addition, $738,300 were granted to the Montana Department of
Agriculture to support their aggressive work managing noxious weeds. The majority of these
funds are used for on-the-ground accomplishments, often designed and implemented by
neighborhood or landscape collaboratives known as Cooperative Weed Management Areas,
which focus efforts on reducing, eliminating and preventing noxious weed infestations. 

Cooperative Fire Protection 

The 2006 Montana fire season approached records for number of fires (594), acres burned
(more than 473,000 acres) and suppression expenditures ($37 million). DNRC attained its
goal of suppressing 95% of all wildfires under DNRC protection at less than 10 acres. DNRC
continued to help coordinate development and implementation of the Community Wildfire
Protection Plans at the county level, with 35 CWPP's completed and 14 additional plans in



progress. Montana was recently awarded $1,194,000 from the Western States Interface Grant
program for fuel mitigation projects. National Fire Plan funding continued to help DNRC
increase firefighting capability, with support for an additional helicopter and fuel truck
development, fielding a 20 person prison handcrew, providing staffing for comprehensive
fire planning and administration of the Volunteer Fire Assistance and the Rural Fire
Assistance programs. The Equipment & Development Center developed and delivered 26
new engines in 2006. Also in 2006, the DNRC Fire Program co-sponsored the Montana
Communities and Wildfire Conference where over 200 interested folks met and created the
Montana Firesafe Council, a coordinating council for fuel mitigation opportunities and
projects within Montana. 

Economic Action 

Montana continues to provide national leadership in the woody biomass heating system area.
We have 4 biomass heating systems operating in public schools in Darby, Victor, Philipsburg,
and Thompson Falls. Five additional projects were funded with the 2005 Federal grant, and
have been in the construction phase during 2006. These include: UM-Western Campus in
Dillon, Kalispell’s new Glacier High School, and Troy and Townsend public schools which
will begin heating with wood in the winter of 2006-07; and Central Montana Medical Center
in Lewistown which solicited bids for their biomass system in January 2007. Montana
received $1.025 million federal grant for use in FY 2006 and provided $693,750 in cost share
grants to three more facilities: Eureka, Deer Lodge and Browning schools. The total amount
of grants under FFS program administration during SFY 06 was $2,067,027. 

Forest Legacy 

Montana has completed five Forest Legacy projects, protecting 162,343 acres in the
Bitterroot, Flathead, Blackfoot and Thompson-Fisher River drainages. In 2006, these funds
supported projects in the Blackfoot and North Swan areas and by the end of these projects an
additional 9601 acres will be added. Funding projected to be received in 2007 will be
invested to protect 1100 additional acres in the North Swan area. With funding received
through 2007, 173,044 acres of critical working forests, threatened by conversion to
development or other non-traditional uses will be protected. 

Landowner Assistance 

In 2006, 33 landowners received Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) financial
assistance totaling $117,000 for cost share projects. FLEP also funded $8,644 towards
educational efforts in publication development, and workshops for landowners and
professionals. 

Urban and Community Forestry 

Montana has 38 participating Tree City USA communities which actively manage their
community forest resources to benefit 418,664 citizens. These communities spent $2.2
million on their local programs in 2006. The UCF Program awarded 73 grants to communities
for a total of $40,000 which leveraged an additional $87,000. Additionally, 81% of Montana
communities are either managing or developing local programs. Communities in these
categories have completed one or all of the following activities: (1) written a management
plan, (2) utilized professional staff, (3) adopted tree ordinances and/or (4) formed an
advocacy/advisory group; most with the assistance of the Montana UCF program staff. 

For more information contact:

 Montana Dept. of Natural Northern Region United



 Montana Dept. of Natural

Resources & Conservation 

Bob Harrington 

2705 Spurgin Road 

Missoula, MT 59804 

Ph: 406-542-4300 

Fax: 406-542-4217 

Email: rharrington@state.mt.us 

Northern Region 

Paul Ries 

USDA Forest Service 

200 East Broadway

Missoula, MT 59807 

Ph: 801-625-5253 

Fax: 801-625-5716 

Email: pries@fs.fed.us 
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