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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management $88,000 $64,000 $189,231                              $100,000 
State Fire Assistance $586,087 $812,964 $644,700 $114,800

Volunteer Fire Assistance $81,361 $120,773 $89,500 $114,800

Forest Stewardship Program $579,000 n/a $575,000 n/a

   

Forest Legacy Program $0 $0 $0 n/a

Urban and Community Forestry $477,508 n/a $336,020 n/a

Economic Action Programs $40,000 $287,300 $40,000*     .              0*     .

   

Forest Land Enhancement Program $593,460 n/a $0 n/a

Forest Resource Planning Assistance 0 n/a n/a n/a
Natural Resources Conservation 
Education $14,000 n/a n/a n/a

Conservation Reserve Program $170,919 n/a $80,643 n/a

TOTAL $2,630,335 $1,285,037 $1,915,094 $329,600 
*The National Forest will administer the program for FY 2004. 

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
Mississippi, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs 
promote the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and 
other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The goal is to 
maintain and improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key  issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

 Mixed landownership patterns, population growth and urban expansion will pose considerable challenges to 
sustaining forest resource productivity in the South. 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 2,844,658 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 75 
Acres of Forest Land 17,000,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 17,011 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 4,904,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 226,082 

Number of NIPF Landowners 138,900 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 

NIPF - Acres 203,300 
  Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted  
  SPF 93 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 1,400,000 NFP 0 
  State Fire – Communities Assisted  
  SPF 89 
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 18,600,000 NFP 21 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected  
  SPF 0 
Number of Rural Fire Departments 764 NFP 0 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed  
  SPF 13,000,000 
Number of Cities and Towns 513 NFP 0 
Forest Based Employment n/a Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 0 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) n/a Urban Forestry-Participating communities  109 
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) n/a   
  

 
Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 

Generated-Days 2,019 
 

 
EAP-Communites working under broad-

based local strategic plans     12 
Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community:  The Municipal League Foundation published a special edition of Mississippi 
Municipalities Magazine.  It  focusied on the progress that is being made in the State by its communities using urban 
forestry and other programs that protect and enhance the natural environment and its aesthetic qualities, economic 
development, and the quality of life of its citizens.    

Cooperative Fire Protection:  State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout 
the state.  Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s 
Office.  The Federal Excess Personal Property program assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in 
Rural Communities throughout the State. 

Landowner Assistance: Uncertain future of Forest Lands Enhancement Program funding compromises landowner 
ability to implement multi-resource conservation practices. 

Forest Health Protection:    Southern pine beetle activity decreased in Mississippi in 2003 with only 75 spots 
being detected. Ips beetles were likewise mostly absent. 
 

Economic Action Programs:  A statewide community fire plan initiative is addressing the high fire risk 
communities and providing planning and organization assistance.  FY 2004 National Fire Plan funding has not been 
authorized and efforts to assist at-risk communities have been halted.  

 

 
For more information contact: 

 
James L. Sledge, State Forester 

Mississippi Forestry Commission 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Telephone: 601-359-1386 
Fax:  601-359-1349 

Email:  jsledge@mfc.state.ms.us 

Ken Arney, Deputy Regional Forester, 
State and Private Forestry 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Telephone: 404-347-4178 

Fax: 404-347-4821 
Email: karney@fs.fed.us  
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