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MINNESOTA 
State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet 

 

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management 870,099 71,000 492,205 30,000

State Fire Assistance 185,100 2,045,513 242,081 1,636,116

Volunteer Fire Assistance 265,899 283,790 135,401 145,470
Forest Stewardship Program 360,900 2,485 303,000 
Stewardship Incentives 80,000  

Forest Legacy Program 482,000 513,000 

Urban and Community Forestry 715,895 334,700 

Economic Action Programs 403,685 191,000  
PNW Assistance Program  
Forest Resource Information and 
Analysis  

Forest Land Enhancement Program 388,300  

TOTAL $3,751,878 $,593,788 $2,020,387 $1,811,586 

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of               
Minnesota, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs 
promote the health and productivity of Minnesota forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on 
timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The 
goal is to maintain and improve the health of Minnesota urban and rural forests and related economies. These 
programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

• Increasing forestland timber productivity without compromising environmental protection 
• Pursuing voluntary collaborative approaches to address forest management issues vs. regulation and 

litigation 
• Managing the growing and more diversified outdoor recreation demands in forests 
• Critical shortage of trained, experienced firefighters during next five to ten years 
• Forest parcelization from development in previously rural forested areas 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 5,019,720 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 615 
Acres of Forest Land 16,680,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year)   

71,996 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 6,528,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 1,172,456 

Number of NIPF Landowners 
  

147,400 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 
NIPF - Acres 28,706 

Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection
 

Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

364 

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 
  

45,037,000   

State Fire – Communities Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

577 

Number of Rural Fire Departments              714   

Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected 
SPF 
NFP 

0 

Number of Cities and Towns               323 

Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed 
SPF 
NFP 

19,061,275  

Forest Based Employment         45,187   Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 381 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank)                   4 Urban Forestry-Participating communities  382 

State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 
  

$39,000,000 
 Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 
Generated-Days 4,454 

   EAP-Communites working under broad-
based local strategic plans                    0 

  PNW-Communities working under broad-
based local strategic  0 

Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community Forestry: 

The University of MN and the DNR created the Minnesota Tree Care Advisor Program. More than 400 volunteers 
have completed the training since 1995. Each graduate provides 50 hours of community service the first year and 25 
hours in each succeeding year. They have become important players in local projects, and strong advocates for their 
community's tree management programs. 

Cooperative Fire Protection: 

State Fire Assistance helped provide training for 800 wildland firefighters, communication equipment, dry hydrants, 
45 Firewise and fire prevention activities, and 25 community mitigation plans. Hazardous fuels were reduced on 
7,500 acres via 1,050 community grants. Federal Excess Property worth $2.8 million was loaned to VFDs. More 
than 364 communities received Volunteer Fire Assistance grants. 

Landowner Assistance:   

The Nation’s non-industrial private forests must be managed sustainably so the public can continue to enjoy clean 
water and air, wildlife, and forest products. The DNR used Forest Stewardship funds for two brochures: one helps 
landowners identify and control invasive buckthorn plants, and the second provides guidance on sustainably  
harvesting balsam boughs, lycopodium, and birch bark. 
 
Forest Health Protection:   
 
NA and the DNR are working to delay the gypsy moth infestation and are preparing a multi-agency response to 
minimize the impact. Small populations in eastern Minnesota were eradicated. Other work focuses on a larch beetle 
that arrived via log shipments, and training city foresters and developers on how to modify their activities to 
minimize the spread of oak wilt. 
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Economic Action Programs:   
 
Balsam wreaths are a $20 million industry in Minnesota. In FY 2003, a resource inventory documented bough 
densities and sustainable harvest levels on different soil types. The information, when used with FIA data, can 
determine sustainable bough potential for any site. The study will benefit nearly 60 businesses that employ more 
than 500 people. 
 
Forest Legacy Program: 
 
Protected five tracts totaling 381 acres in the Rice County Forest Legacy Area, part of a larger effort to protect and 
restore the Minnesota Big Woods. Cost share funds came from landowner donations and the State of Minnesota. 

 

 
For more information contact: 

 

Michael Carroll, State Forester 
Dept. of Natural Resources 

Division of Forestry 
DNR Building 

500 Lafayette Rd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4044 
Ph. 651-296-4485, Email:  

mike.carroll@dnr.state.mn.us, Fax. 651-296-
5954 

S&PF contact person 
Kathryn P. Maloney 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 
Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph. 610-557-4103, kmaloney@fs.fed.us, Fax. 
610-557-4177 
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