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KENTUCKY 

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet 
 

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management $119,000 $200,000 $146,908 $0

State Fire Assistance $450,286 $674,495 $495,400 $640,800

Volunteer Fire Assistance $89,635 $133,055 $98,600 $126,500

Forest Stewardship Program $684,000 n/a $625,000 n/a

   

Forest Legacy Program $25,000 n/a $519,068 n/a

Urban and Community Forestry $647,072 n/a $484,250 n/a

Economic Action Programs $997,700 $58,300 $40,000 $0

   

Forest Land Enhancement Program $558,441 n/a $0 n/a

Forest Resource Planning Assistance n/a n/a n/a n/a
Natural Resources Conservation 
Education $0 n/a n/a n/a

Conservation Reserve Program $35,113 n/a $13,831 n/a
TOTAL $3,606,247 $1,065,850 $2,423,057 $767,300 

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
Kentucky, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs 
promote the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and 
other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The goal is to 
maintain and improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

 
 Mixed landownership patterns, population growth and urban expansion will pose considerable challenges to 

sustaining forest resource productivity in the South. 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 4,041,769 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 755 
Acres of Forest Land 12,700,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 84,219 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 11,200,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 1,464,424 

Number of NIPF Landowners 335,000 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 

NIPF - Acres 100,000 
  Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted  
  SPF 139 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 107,718 NFP 88 
  State Fire – Communities Assisted  
  SPF 17 
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 17,100,000 NFP 42 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected  
  SPF 0 
Number of Rural Fire Departments 816 NFP 0 
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed  
  SPF 5,000,000 
Number of Cities and Towns 434 NFP 0 
Forest Based Employment 29,400 Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 0 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) n/a Urban Forestry-Participating communities  148 
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) $11,600,000   
  

 
Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 

Generated-Days 1,825 
 

 
EAP-Communites working under broad-

based local strategic plans     21 
Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community:  The Kentucky Arborists' Association (KAA) provided urban forestry outreach to local 
governments, developers, landscape architects, and other allied professions.  Over 1,150 volunteer hours were 
logged to achieve: a state urban forestry conference, "Best Management Practices", (over 130 attendees); an Arborist 
Certification Workshop.  A workshop on Tree Structure and Mechanics, and Utility Arborist Certification,  and two 
Junior Arborist Programs were held to promote urban forestry appreciation to students.   
 

Cooperative Fire Protection:  State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout 
the state.  Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s 
Office.  The Federal Excess Personal Property program assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in 
Rural Communities throughout the State. 

Landowner Assistance:  Uncertain future of Forest Lands Enhancement Program funding compromises 
landowner ability to implement multi-resource conservation practices. 

Forest Health Protection:  Southern pine beetle was not a problem in Kentucky in 2003, largely because outbreaks 
of recent years have decimated the host type. Southeastern and central Kentucky experienced an explosion of 
cankerworm populations in 2003. It is not known to what extent the defoliation contributes to increased oak 
decline/mortality recorded in these areas.  
 

Forest Legacy Program:  Kentucky completed its Assessment of Need and will begin the process to purchase 
lands under the Forest Legacy program. 

Economic Action Programs:  The McCreary County Fire Wise Council has been formed and a fire risk 
assessment has been completed to identify those areas being threatened.  An action plan has been developed to 
address fuels reduction in those high-risk areas.  FY 2004 National Fire Plan funding has not been authorized and 
community fuel reduction efforts have been halted.  
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For more information contact: 

 
Leah W. MacSwords, State Forester 

Kentucky Division of Forestry 
Frankfort, Kentucky 

Telephone: 502-564-4496 
Fax:  502-564-6553 

Email:  leah.macswords@mail.state.ky.us 

Ken Arney, Deputy Regional Forester, 
State and Private Forestry 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Telephone: 404-347-4178 

Fax: 404-347-4821 
Email: karney@fs.fed.us  
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