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INDIANA 

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet 
 

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management 113,180 72,960 

State Fire Assistance 147,594 234,901 127,191 75,156

Volunteer Fire Assistance 204,158 254,721 119,675 131,592
Forest Stewardship Program 525,218 369,700 
Stewardship Incentives  

Forest Legacy Program 1,680,000 2,044,000 

Urban and Community Forestry 526,050 342,389 

Economic Action Programs 20,570 5,000  
PNW Assistance Program  
Forest Resource Information and 
Analysis  

Forest Land Enhancement Program 252,700  

TOTAL $3,469,470 $494,622 $3,095,915 $206,748 

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of               
Indiana, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs promote 
the health and productivity of  Indiana forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and 
other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The goal is to 
maintain and improve the health of Indiana urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

• Loss of commercial forest acreage and ecosystem integrity from parcelization and fragmentation 
• Declining incentives such as cost share and land taxation for long term management and retention of 

important forests 
• Community capacity to manage community and urban forest resources 
• Lack of public understanding of the importance of forests and the practice of forestry 
• The future of public forestland management is at risk 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 6,159,068 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 529 
Acres of Forest Land 4,501,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year)   

27,038 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 3,713,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years)  640,712 

Number of NIPF Landowners 
  

151,300 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 
NIPF - Acres 9,844 

Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection
 

Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

133 

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 

  
7,328,000   

State Fire – Communities Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

815 

Number of Rural Fire Departments 
             845   

Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected 
SPF 
NFP 

17,375 

Number of Cities and Towns 
              845 

Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed 
SPF 
NFP 

7,144,130 

Forest Based Employment         64,720   Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 465 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank)                   6 Urban Forestry-Participating communities  206 

State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 
 

$12,703,645 
 Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 
Generated-Days 9,222 

   EAP-Communites working under broad-
based local strategic plans                     0 

  PNW-Communities working under broad-
based local strategic  0 

Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community Forestry: 

Responding to requests for cleanup and tree planting assistance after tornados ravaged central Indiana,  the state 
used U&CF funds for a special storm grant that helped plant 1,000 trees. IPALCO, a local utility, provided $24,000 
in additional funding. Several tree care companies donated work on private property and 700 volunteers planted 
trees. 

Cooperative Fire Protection: 

State Fire Assistance helped support training for 1,380 wildland firefighters, personal protective equipment, 
communications, and water handling equipment, and 98 Firewise/ Prevention/Risk assessment plans. With 4 
RC&Ds, the rural Dry Hydrant program expanded to 26 counties, installing 130 dry hydrants in high-risk 
communities. Fire departments had $822,000 in loaned Federal Excess Property and 133 communities received 
Volunteer Fire Assistance grants. 

Landowner Assistance:   

Capturing the attention of non-industrial private forest landowners is a challenge. Indiana’s 2003 property tax 
reassessment effectively increased landowner interest in forest management. The Division of Forestry responded to 
the increased demand for stewardship plans with trained plan writers and planning guidelines developed with 
technical assistance from NA’s Forest Stewardship staff. 
 
Forest Health Protection:   
 
The purchase of a 163-acre conservation easement protects the headwaters of Lake Michigan, a 77-acre hardwood 
forest in the Lake Michigan watershed, and 225 acres of central hardwood forests in the heart of limestone and karst 
country. 
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Economic Action Programs:   
 
By modernizing and working together, forest products industries can compete more effectively in the global 
economy. The Indiana congressional delegation began an initiative to assess the future of the state’s furniture and 
hardwood industries. NA helped by hosting workshops, presentations, and field sessions on topics such as Best 
Management Practices, forest inventory and analysis, and utilization and marketing. 
 
Forest Legacy Program: 
 
The purchase of a 163-acre conservation easement protects the headwaters of Lake Michigan, a 77-acre hardwood 
forest in the Lake Michigan watershed, and 225 acres of central hardwood forests in the heart of limestone and karst 
country. 

 

 
For more information contact: 

 

 

Burnell C. Fischer, State Forester 
Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Forestry 
402 W. Washington Street, Rm. W296 

Indianapolis, IN 46204-2748 
Ph. 317-232-4107, bfischer@dnr.state.in.us, 

Fax. 317-233-3863 

S&PF contact person 
Kathryn P. Maloney 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200 
Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph. 610-557-4103, kmaloney@fs.fed.us, Fax. 
610-557-4177 
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