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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

Program

FY 2006

Final

FY 2007

Estimate

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 225,275 73,000

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National

Fire Plan

0 0

Forest Land Enhancement 74,065 0

Forest Legacy 40,000 38,000

Forest Stewardship 234,000 231,700

State Fire Assistance 82,694 91,979

State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 175,141 110,465

Urban and Community Forestry 872,700 378,500

Volunteer Fire Assistance 202,000 202,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 174,440 174,440

Total 2,080,315 1,300,084

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between

the State of Illinois, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government

entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of Illinois forest lands and

rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water

resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve

the health of Illinois urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs: 

Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,

Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues: 

Lack of time, funds and staff to reach more forest landowners, communities and to

manage state forest lands

Forest fragmentation, parcelization and open space retention

Lack of public understanding about the importance of forests and forestry

Impacts of exotic and invasive plants to the forest ecosystem



Forest Facts and Accomplishments: 

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 12,419,293 Stewardship Plans Prepared

(current year) (Each) 

1,333 

Acres of Forest Land 4,331,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(current year) (Acres) 

56,552 

Acres of Nonindustrial

Private Forest Land 

3,639,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(all years) (Acres) 

762,987 

Number of NIPF

Landowners 

114,500 Acres of Multi-resource

Practices Implemented on

NIPF (Acres) 

2,349 

Acres of Federal Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

0 Volunteer Fire Departments

Assisted (Each) 

200 

Acres of Private Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

10,670,000 State Fire Communities

Assisted (Each) 

125 

Number of Rural Fire

Departments 

1,280 Coop Forest Health Acres

Protected (Acres) 

22,525 

Number of Cities And

Towns 

1,313 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

75 

Forest Based

Employment 

55,613 Urban Forestry - Participating

Communities (Each) 

186 

Economic Impact of

Forestry (by rank) 

7 Urban Forestry - Volunteer

Assistance (Days) 

315 

State Forestry Budget

(All Sources) 

6,100,000 

Program Highlights: 

Forest Health Protection 

The battle against the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) in Chicago took a big step forward: no
new infestations were identified there this year, allowing quarantine regulations to be lifted.
Also, the USDA Forest Service provided funds and technical assistance to the state to treat
27,275 acres for gypsy moth. Successful treatments of small, isolated populations save
thousands in suppression costs. A firewood forum attracted participants from 15 states and
Canada, leading to the detection of emerald ash borer, another destructive imported insect, by
an Illinois homeowner. 

Cooperative Fire Protection 

With National Fire Plan funds, the Division of Forest Resources combined basic wildland
firefighter training with prescribed fire, treating 200 acres of hazardous fuels, and
significantly reducing the threat of wildfire to four high risk wildland urban interface
communities. Grants to 200 volunteer fire departments helped them with equipment and
training needs. 

Forest Legacy 



Illinois acquired a conservation easement in the Rock River Forest Legacy Area near the
town of Byron. The 77-acre tract overlooks the Rock River. 

Urban and Community Forestry 

After years of assistance from cooperative State and Federal programs, Illinois Tree City
USA communities were ready to respond when Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) surfaced in
Northeastern Illinois in 2006. Local community forestry programs have been critical to EAB
eradication and management. With Forest Service support, local communities have doubled
their urban forest management capacity since 1991; 183 municipalities have enacted
ordinances for nuisance and plant/disease health; many can generate a list of ash trees by
street address to facilitate urban forest health monitoring. 

Conservation Education 

Efforts were directed toward distributing Project Learning Tree (PLT) materials and a user
evaluation of PLT material. Results showed that voluntary workshop participants were more
likely to use the materials; respondents who teach Grades K, 1, 3, 4, or 6 used significantly
more PLT activities than others. Results will be used to target the direction of PLT 

Forest Stewardship 

Limited resources for technical forestry assistance and the challenge of reaching the growing
number of landowners is a major barrier to reaching owners with a forest stewardship
message. Two State Forestry Workshops and one multi-state conference attended by 700
landowners were effective, economical ways to deliver information and to promote good
forest stewardship. 

For more information contact:

 Illinois Department of Natural

Resources 

Mike Mason 

1556 State Route 54 East 

Clinton, IL 61727 

Ph: 217-785-8762 

Fax: 217-785-2438 

Email: mmason@dnrmail.state.il.us 

Northeastern Area S&PF 

Kathryn P. Maloney 

USDA Forest Service 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph: 610-557-4103 

Fax: 610-557-4177 

Email: kmaloney@fs.fed.us 
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