
 

 
 

      Investment in Idaho's Cooperative Programs: 

  
Program 

FY 2003 
Federal 
Funding 

FY 2003 
State Forester

Match 

FY 2004 
Federal 
Estimate 

FY 2004 
State Forester

Estimate 

Forest Health Management3 137,500 124,000 1,772,000 124,000
Weed Management Cost Share1 829,300 N/A 747,500 N/A
State Fire Assistance2 792,000 1,440,674 862,900 578,200
Hazard Mitigation2 2,823,700 2,174,926 2,846,800 2,603,900
Volunteer Fire Assistance 183,000 183,000 182,600 182,600
Forest Stewardship Program3 305,000 40 287,000 0
Multi-Resource Stewardship  47,513 47,513 0 0
Forest Land Enhancement Program 216,363 40 0 0
Forest Legacy Program 547,000 182,334 3,525,000 1,160,667
Urban and Community Forestry3 280,600 10,088 256,000 10,500
Economic Action Programs3 1,076,492 N/A 420,000 N/A
Natural Resource Conservation 
Education  15,000 40 15,000 0
TOTAL $7,253,468 $4,162,535 $10,914,800 $5,362,067

 

Cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of Idaho, the 
USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities. They promote the health and productivity 
of Idaho’s forest lands and rural economies. We emphasize timber and other forest products, wildlife, water 
resources, rural economies and conservation practices. Our goal is to maintain and improve the health of Idaho’s 
urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs: 
 

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 
 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 

♦ Wildland/urban interface management 
♦ Forest health concerns related to increased age and density and decreased diversity on Federal Lands 
♦ Rapid urbanization and subdivision development  
♦ Increasing dependance on timber supply from private lands  
♦ Protection and rehabilitation of water quality and riparian areas 
♦ Community transportation enhancement 

 

                                                 
 

1  Delivered through Idaho Department of Agriculture. 
2 Includes Hazard Mitigation dollars delivered via State Fire Assistance and NFS dollars for work on lands adjacent to NFS fuels reduction projects.  
3  Includes all dollars delivered to communities, Idaho Dept of Commerce, U of Idaho and/or Idaho Department of Lands. 
 

4 State Fire Assistance dollars were over-matched to cover  Stewardship, FLEP and NRCE matches.  
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 

SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Population 1,366,332 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 89 
Acres of Forest Land 21,821,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current  year) 10,930 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land (NIPF) 2,106,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 103,859 
Number of NIPF Landowners 53,725 Techncial Assists to Landowners 1,553 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection  896,273 Rural Acres Planted 19,158 
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection  9,973,872 Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 35 
Number of Rural Fire Departments 170 State & Private Forest Health Acres Surveyed/Monitored 6,561,179 
Number of Cities & Towns                                           200   Urban Forestry-Participating Communities  131 
Forest Based Employment 19,000  Urban Forestry –Volunteer Days Generated 9309 
Forest Based Earnings $579 million 
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank among Idaho 
idustries) 4th   

Economic Action Grants to Natural Resource-
Dependent Rural Communities  28+ 

 
 

 

Program Highlights: 
 

Cooperative Fire Protection.  This program protects lives, property and natural resources through the cooperative efforts 
of local, state, and federal entities. State Fire Assistance funding helped hire, train and equip 35 firefighters available for 
national deployment. Funding was also provided for 4 interagency dispatch centers and an interagency fire cache. 
Volunteer Fire Assistance helped 35 fire departments purchase communications equipment and personal protective gear 
for fire fighters. 
 

Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group.  Idaho continued exemplary interagency coordination toward the achivement of 
National Fire Plan goals in 2003. We have built relationships among 14 agencies and organizations, engaged all 44 Idaho 
counties in community planning for fire protection, and demonstrated to all agencies that collaborative prioritization for 
hazard mitigation and volunteer fire assistance can be done!  
 

Hazard Mitigation. We provided hazard mitigation dollars to reduce fire risk via fuels treatments surrounding 
approximately 5,000 homes in 2003, and accomplished about 3,374 acres of fuels reduction work. Funding also helped 
educate communities through FireWise and other key programs, bringing thousands more homeowners into the pipeline 
for future hazardous fuels reduction.     

Economic Action Programs.  The innovative Fuels For Schools Program is off and running in Idaho! IDL began work to 
develop a network of public schools interested in converting to waste wood heating systems.  We have selected two 
school demonstration projects for funding in FY 2004. 
 

Landowner Assistance.  Idaho’s Forest Stewardship Program sponsored 25 workshops on 13 topics for 480 participants.  
An additional forest taxation workshop drew over 80 practitioners and landowners.  An annual  Private Forest Owner 
Conference draws 200 attendees.  
 

Urban and Community Forestry. 70% of Idaho cities were involved in the urban forestry program in Idaho. Federal and 
state funding generated more than $424,000 worth of local matching support. Partnerships with the Department of 
Transportation, all 9 Resource Development Councils and the state’s three investor-owned utilities, have helped extend 
the program’s reach throughout the state. Idaho has gained over 60 Tree City USAs since 1995, reaching 69 in 2003. 
Eighteen of these cities will receive Tree City USA Growth Awards for significant program improvements. 
 

Forest Legacy Program.  Idaho purchased it’s first Legacy  conservation easement on 2,710 acres in the St. Joe River 
drainage, securing development rights, public access, and special management prescriptions on sensitive acres. 
 
Forest Health Protection. Forest Health is providing assistance to landowners whose land has been ravaged by mountain 
pine beetle in the Stanley Basin of central Idaho. We responded to over 514 requests for Forest Health protection 
information or assistance. In 2003, Idaho Department of Lands conducted 20 detection/evaluation surveys, covering 5.9 
million acres (primarily state and private ownership), and held training sessions with 1,198 attendees. 

 
Conservation Education.  Twenty-nine educational programs were held across the state aimed at communities and 
citizens with topics ranging from planting, pruning, community tree inventories and more. Additional presentations were 
made at schools, county fairs and community celebrations educating Idaho citizens on the value and benefits of trees in 
our communities and providing information regarding better care and management of community forests. 

 
For more information contact: 

 

 

Winston Wiggins 
State Forester 
Idaho Dept. of Lands 
954 W. Jefferson Street 
Boise, ID   83720-0050 

  (208) 334-0200 

William W. Boettcher 
Director, State and Private Forestry 
Northern Region 
Federal Building, 200 East Broadway 
Missoula, MT   59807 

   (406) 329-3280 


