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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

Program

FY 2006

Final

FY 2007

Estimate

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 117,000 67,000

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National

Fire Plan

31,680 0

Forest Land Enhancement 33,381 0

Forest Legacy 353,500 39,000

Forest Stewardship 148,000 145,600

State Fire Assistance 58,785 55,273

State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 199,809 64,185

Urban and Community Forestry 268,398 240,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance 164,000 164,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 142,520 142,520

Total 1,517,073 917,578

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between

the State of Iowa, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government

entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of Iowa forest lands and rural

economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources,

rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve the health

of Iowa urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs: 

Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,

Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues: 

Demand for private forestland cost-share funds for forest stewardship reforestation

and forest stand improvement exceeds supply by 5 to 1

High cropland rental rates are limiting conversion of highly erodible lands to

permanent vegetation

The high recreational value of forestland is increasing forest fragmentation and

wildland urban interface issues

Existing and potential exotic and invasive species threaten long term health and

diversity of urban trees and woodlands

Financial pressure on local governments is threatening the state forest reserve

property tax exemption program

Lack of local investment and resources is limiting urban forest maintenance 





Forest Facts and Accomplishments: 

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 2,926,324 Stewardship Plans Prepared

(current year) (Each) 

399 

Acres of Forest Land 2,050,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(current year) (Acres) 

19,036 

Acres of Nonindustrial

Private Forest Land 

1,807,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(all years) (Acres) 

390,553 

Number of NIPF

Landowners 

55,400 Acres of Multi-resource

Practices Implemented on NIPF

(Acres) 

154 

Acres of Federal Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

0 Volunteer Fire Departments

Assisted (Each) 

180 

Acres of Private Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

7,612,000 State Fire Communities

Assisted (Each) 

513 

Number of Rural Fire

Departments 

871 Coop Forest Health Acres

Protected (Acres) 

0 

Number of Cities And

Towns 

954 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

417 

Forest Based Employment 25,567 Urban Forestry - Participating

Communities (Each) 

365 

Economic Impact of

Forestry (by rank) 

3 Urban Forestry - Volunteer

Assistance (Days) 

9,464 

State Forestry Budget (All

Sources) 

3,018,917 

Program Highlights: 

Forest Health Protection 

Evaluations to determine the cause of “oak tatters” are implicating chloroactemid herbicides.
The Forest Service and EPA will jointly evaluate the situation and make recommendations.
Also, Forest Service grants supported surveys for emerald ash borer, sudden oak death, and
gypsy moth. Early detection identifies pests when populations are low, greatly increasing the
likelihood of successful intervention. 

Cooperative Fire Protection 

With National Fire Plan funds, the Iowa Bureau of Forestry developed county-wide Wildland
Fire Management Plans for Linn and Pottawattamie counties. The IA Bureau of Forestry, in
partnership with the Iowa Fire Services Training Bureau, also developed and delivered a
series of 12 Prescribed Fire / Wildland Urban Interface workshops to increase awareness
about the use of prescribed fire for fuel reduction. Grant funds assisted 180 volunteer fire
departments with their equipment and training needs. 

Forest Legacy 

Iowa protected its largest tract yet with a conservation easement on the 417-acre Canyons



tract. Situated in eastern Iowa, the limestone bluffs and canyons are home to cave formations
rare to Iowa, providing valuable plant and wildlife habitats. 

Urban and Community Forestry 

Iowa’s partnership with investor-owned utilities started in the 1990’s, when regulations
directed the utilities to return a portion of their profits to support energy conservation
measures. Many companies began to assist with tree planting because of their shading and
cooling effects. Two DNR positions support tree planting for energy conservation by
providing citizens with low cost, quality trees. Community trees are often a green oasis amid
fields of corn and soybeans. The shade and cooling around homes has benefited people across
the state. 

Conservation Education 

One hundred twenty-nine Community Tree Steward graduate volunteers participated in a full
day urban forestry refresher workshop. DNR Foresters reached 4,680 students at 71 schools,
and worked with several youth groups. The children were involved with planning, species
selection, planting, and maintenance of 963 locally-purchased landscape trees. 

For more information contact:

 Iowa Department of Natural

Resources 

John Walkowiak 

Wallace Office Building 

East 9th Street & Grand Avenue

Des Moines, IA 50319 

Ph: 515-242-5966 

Fax: 515-281-6794 

Email: john.walkowiak@dnr.state.ia.us 

Northeastern Area S&PF 

Kathryn P. Maloney 

USDA Forest Service 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph: 610-557-4103 

Fax: 610-557-4177 

Email: kmaloney@fs.fed.us 
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