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Investment in State’s Cooperative Programs (Outyear Budget Figures are 
Estimates): 
 

 FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 04 

 Federal State Federal State 
Forest Legacy  5,000      1,675     10,000  2,500 
Forest Health Protection 50,000     50,000     70,000 70,000 
Pest Prevention/Suppression   400,000   535,000   547,000 547,000 
Cooperative Fire Protection - State Assistance   300,000   300,000   300,000 300,000 
Cooperative Fire Protection - Volunteer Assistance(RCFP) 200,000   200,000   200,000 200,000 
Forest Stewardship Program 102,000   102,000   102,000 400,000 
Rural Development  60,000     60,000     50,000  50,000 
Natural Resource Conservation Education  15,000  15,000 15,000  15,000 
Urban and Community Forestry 300,000   300,000   355,000 400,000 
American Heritage River – Hanalei Heritage River Project 120,000   120,000   120,000 120,000 
  
The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of Hawaii, the USDA Forest 
Service, and many other private and government entities.  These programs aim to improve the health and productivity of Hawaii's 
forestlands to benefit its people.  Specific projects address forest products and timber, wildlife habitat enhancement, watershed 
restoration, rural economic diversification, and native forest resource/biodiversity preservation. 
 
These programs:  
  

• Reduce costs through the use of partnerships, 
• Increase resource values by integrating conservation with enhanced forest productivity, and 
• Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 
Key issues:  
 
Key issues that the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife will address with assistance 
from these federal programs: 

• Watershed Protection and Management - protect and improve forest conditions for watershed enhancement. 
• Native Resource Protection and Enhancement - preserve and enhance native habitats in the Natural Area Reserves Systems 

and portions of Forest Reserves.  
• Outdoor Recreation Resources and Development - maintain trails used for fishing, hiking, camping, hunting, picnicking, and 

nature photography. 
• Increase habitat preservation for threatened and endangered species. 
• Increase the use of native species vs. exotic in urban, rural and industrial timber settings.  
• Enhance awareness for invasive species, including addressing local nursery vendor stock.  
• Urban Forest Health - improve the health of our urban forests through expanded tree planting and educational activities. 
• Forest Products Resources and Development - conserve native ecosystems by developing sustainable forest plantations to 

provide commodities and amenities, while providing local employment opportunities. 
• Public Information and Education - build awareness of the Division's activities and objectives through environmental 

education and outreach. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Forest Facts and Accomplishments 

SELECTED FACTS SELECTED RESULTS 
Population 1,200,000 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year)  
Acres of Forest Land 2,000,000 Area Under Stewardship Plans (current 

year) 
  3,790 

Acres of Non-Industrial Private Forest Land 300,000 Area Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 11,313 
Number of NIPF Landowners  Rural Acres Planted 1,280 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire 
Protection 

0 Technical Assists to Private Landowners 130 

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire 
Protection 

2,300,000 Rural Fire Departments Assisted 4 

Number Rural Fire Departments 4 Rural Fire Department Volunteers Trained 50 
Number of Cities and Towns 123 Acres Surveyed for Forest Health 1,549,704 
Forest Based Employment 1150 Acres Protected from Insect & Disease 

Damage 
0  

Forest Based Earnings $32,000,00
0 

Cities and Urban Areas Assisted 123 

Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 19 Economic Action Grants to Rural Areas $170,000 
State Forestry Budget $9,000,000 Technology transfer and Workshops (seat 

hours) 
3000 

 
 
 
Program Highlights: 
 
Together DOFAW and USDA Forest Service provide Cooperative Forestry Programs to public and private entities.  These programs 
include: 
 
Urban and Community Forestry (Kaulunani):  Tree planting and maintenance, community educational program development, urban 
forestry management plans, tree inventory, invasive species in the urban forest and Arbor Day activities and partnerships. Since 1992 
Kaulunani has dispersed over $1million dollars to various groups for urban and community projects.  Fifteen projects were completed 
during FY 2003 totaling over $140,000. Over eight hundred volunteers donated more than 7,000 hours for a variety of urban forestry 
projects, which included the planting of more than 3,000 trees. Kaulunani has also been very active supporting local environmental 
education books, invasive species education and research as it pertains to nursery stock and week risk assessment rankings.  
 
Economic Action:  State and USDA-FS jointly developed the Hawaii Forest & Communities Initiative to offset economic losses from 
agricultural industry and tourism declines.  Accomplishments include establishment of several demonstration forests to educate 
landowners in the variety of species suitable for commercial production in Hawaii, development of Forestry curriculum and Forestry 
Extension program at University of Hawaii, marketing programs for products made from Hawaiian woods, training and full 
employment of a forest inventory crew, enhanced service forestry program, greatly enhanced public understanding of the opportunities 
forestry offers for Hawaiian environment and economy. 
 
Cooperative Fire Protection:  Life, property and natural resources are protected from wildfire to increase public safety and limit 
environmental damage, in order to lessen the effects on sustained yields of goods and services.  The Division is working with all 
County Fire Departments to address the wildland urban interface problem statewide. 
 
Forest Stewardship:  Approximately 50% of forested land in Hawaii is privately owned.  In 2003, approximately $300,000 was 
granted to landowners throughout the state who, through active forest management, are providing an array of benefits and services to 
the people such as reforesting degraded agricultural areas, reducing erosion, habitat preservation for threatened & endangered species, 
watershed protection, recreation, and numerous educational opportunities.  During the past year, approximately forty landowners were 
managing more than 10,000 acres according to approved Forest Stewardship Management plans.  
 
Forest Health Protection:  DOFAW in collaboration with USDA-FS and private entities uses biocontrol and exploratory applications 
on specific pest species, to reduce the effects of non-native plants on fragile forest ecosystems.  DOFAW continues to survey for pests 
and to provide assistance to other government agencies, private entities, and the public, through technical advice and training. 
 
 
 
 



Forest Legacy Program:  Working closely with The Nature Conservancy of Hawaii, Hawaii has completed its first conservation 
easement, purchased by the USDA Forest Service under the program.   The 1800-acre Kapua parcel is in the South Kona area of 
Hawaii and is adjacent to TNC’s Honomolina reserve.  The easement will protect the native ohia-koa forest from development and 
assure that it is managed to retain its native forest values.  Two other projects have been funded and are in progress.  First is the 2,200-
acre Papa parcel and phase one (6,000 acres) of the McCandless Ranch, both in the South Kona area.  Hawaii is working on an 
amendment to its Assessment of Need to expand eligibility to other areas in Hawaii.   
 
American Heritage River: Hanalei Heritage River Project:  The Hanalei American Heritage Rivers initiative has established the 
framework for the community, university, federal and state partners to jointly plan and accomplish mutually beneficial projects to 
restore and protect the Hanalei River Watersheds environmental, economic and cultural values.  The Hanalei community has 
established an office, hired two coordinators to manage project activities and established a local watershed foundation. 
 
 
For more information contact: 
 

 
   

Michael G. Buck, Administrator
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
1151 Punchbowl St., Rm 325 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 587-0166 
Email:  
Michael_G_Buck@exec.state.hi.us 

Leigh Beck 
State & Private Forestry 
USDA Forest Service 
Telephone: 707-562-8918 
Fax: 707-562-9054 
Email: lbeck@fs.fed.us  

 


