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FLORIDA 

State & Private Forestry Fact Sheet 
 

Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management $437,000 $64,000 $173,313 $270,000

State Fire Assistance $679,003 $962,237 $747,000 $914,200

Volunteer Fire Assistance $108,941 $161,713 $119,900 $153,700

Forest Stewardship Program $441,000 n/a $500,000 n/a

   

Forest Legacy Program $50,000 $0 $519,680 n/a

Urban and Community Forestry $1,038,389 n/a $1,206,187 n/a

Economic Action Programs $6,701 $90,300 $40,000 $0

   

Forest Land Enhancement Program $573,678 n/a $0 n/a

Forest Resource Planning Assistance 0 n/a n/a n/a
Natural Resources Conservation 
Education $14,000 $0 n/a n/a

Conservation Reserve Program $0 n/a $0 n/a

TOTAL $3,348,712 $1,278,250 $3,306,080 $1,337,900 
 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
Florida, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs promote 
the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest 
products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The goal is to maintain and 
improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 

 Urban area expansion and related impacts on forestland acreage and health. 
 Sustaining forest resources through wise private landowner stewardship. 
 Improvements to the Forest Legacy program information system. 
 Sharing Florida’s expertise in GIS mapping and cooperative land management agreements with other 

private and governmental entities. 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 16,713,149  Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 276  
Acres of Forest Land 16,564,365  Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year)  62,752 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land  6,317,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years)  537,376 

Number of NIPF Landowners  257,000 
Multi-resource practices implemented on 

NIPF - Acres  107,488 
  Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted  
  SPF  39 
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 0  NFP  71 
  State Fire – Communities Assisted  
  SPF 40  
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection  25,100,000 NFP 88  
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected  
  SPF  n/a 
Number of Rural Fire Departments  524 NFP   
  Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed 7,500,000  
  SPF   
Number of Cities and Towns  420 NFP   
Forest Based Employment   Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres   
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank)  3 Urban Forestry-Participating communities   228 
State Forestry Budget (All Sources)  81,714,113   
  

 
Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 

Generated-Days  163 
 

 
EAP-Communites working under broad-

based local strategic plans     5 
Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community:  The Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) Urban Forest Restoration Project focused on restoring 
public parks and right-of-ways severely damaged by the Southern Pine Beetle outbreaks of 1999-2002.    

Cooperative Fire Protection:  State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout 
the state.  Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s 
Office.  The Federal Excess Personal Property program assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in 
Rural Communities throughout the State.  Federal excess property valued at $3,500,000 was acquired in 2003. 

Landowner Assistance:  The Florida Division of Forestry has partnered with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission and the University of Florida Extension to conduct forest landowner workshops and 
property tours to educate as many landowners as possible about sound forest management. 

Forest Health Protection:   The severe southern pine beetle outbreak of recent years continued to dissipate, with 
no outbreak counties reported in 2003. A major area of focus in Florida is exotic pests. The state’s mild climate and 
highly diverse tree species make it especially vulnerable to impacts by exotic introductions. Plants, insects and 
diseases are all areas of concern. 
. 

Economic Action Programs:  A joint effort between four counties and the Apalachicola National Forest has been 
working to achieve designation of the 248 mile Big Bend Scenic Byway as a Florida State Scenic highway.  They 
have organized an advocacy group, developed a video presentation of intrinsic resources, and are pursuing formal 
designation procedures that will be the first phase efforts.  National Fire Plan funding for FY 2004 was not 
authorized, so efforts started in 2003 have been halted.  

Forest Legacy Program: An Assessment of Need administrative grant was awarded to Florida, three Forest 
Legacy project proposals submitted for FY05.  FLP National Ranking recommended $500,000 for Florida as “new 
state” for Newnan’s Lake Project.   
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For more information contact: 

 
Mike Long, State Forester 

Florida Division of Forestry 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Telephone: 850-488-4274 
Fax:  850-488-0863 

Email:  longm@doacs.state.fl.us 

Ken Arney, Deputy Regional Forester, 
State and Private Forestry 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Telephone: 404-347-4178 

Fax: 404-347-4821 
Email: karney@fs.fed.us  
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