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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2004
Final Final Estimate Estimate
SPF NFP SPF NFP
Programs
Coop Forest Health Management 80,000 70,000
State Fire Assistance 94,184 56,316 85,139
Volunteer Fire Assistance 14,680 31,168 15,084 15,859
Forest Stewardship Program 147,000 93,800
Stewardship Incentives
Forest Legacy Program 2,034,000 1,994,000
Urban and Community Forestry 291,600 225,000
Economic Action Programs 5,000
PNW Assistance Program
Forest Resource Information and
Analysis
Forest Land Enhancement Program 68,300
TOTAL $2,640,580 $125,352 $2,454,200 $100,998

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of

Delaware, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.
promote the health and productivity of Delaware forest lands and rural economies.

These programs
Emphasis focuses on

timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The
goal is to maintain and improve the health of Delaware urban and rural forests and related economies. These

programs:

® [Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,
® Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and
@ Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

KEY ISSUES:

Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include:

e Forest fragmentation and parcelization
e Maintaining a sufficient forest base to produce sustainable forest resources: timber, wildlife habitat,

water quality

e Improving public awareness and understanding of forestry and forest management

e Improving the management of rural and urban forests

e Accurate and timely forest inventory and forest health data




Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments

SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Population 807,385 |Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 69
Acres of Forest Land 383,000 |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year)
3,584
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 325000 |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 43,548
Number of NIPF Landowners Multi-resource practices implemented on 2,645
17,300 |NIPF - Acres
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection \Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 125
SPF
NFP
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection State Fire — Communities Assisted 31
557,000 [SPF
NFP
Number of Rural Fire Departments 55 |Coop Forest Health — Acres Protected 0
SPF
NFP
Number of Cities and Towns 44 |Coop Forest Health — Acres Surveyed 390,350
SPF
NFP
Forest Based Employment 3,659 |Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 4 |Urban Forestry-Participating communities 83
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) Urban Forestry —Volunteer Assistance 165
$1,629,300 |Generated-Days
EAP-Communites working under broad- 0
based local strategic plans
PNW-Communities working under broad- 0
based local strategic

Program Highlights:

Urban and Community Forestry:

The Delaware Forest Service Urban & Community Forestry Program expanded its technical, educational, and
financial assistance to communities, focusing on grants, on-site help, and annual workshops. They also established
several stormwater management demonstration sites to highlight the benefits of alternative management techniques.

Cooperative Fire Protection:

State Fire Assistance helped provide training for 180 wildland firefighters, personal protection and water handling
equipment, and 50 Firewise, Prevention, and Risk planning activities. Hazardous fuels treatments were completed
on 40 acres near at-risk communities. Volunteer Fire Assistance assisted 125 communities, training VFDs in
cooperation with the Delaware Fire School, and helping them purchase Personal Protective Equipment and
firefighting tools.

Landowner Assistance:

The Delaware Forest Service planted more than 1,000 acres of trees under the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP). In addition, more than 500 acres of harvested woodlands were reforested with loblolly pine
seedlings.

Forest Health Protection:

Delaware participated in the Southwide Southern Pine Survey for the third consecutive year. A number of southern
pine beetles were found at Redden State Forest, but overall the population is declining or at a low level in Delaware.



Economic Action Programs:

The Delaware Forest Service (DFS) supported projects such as updating the Primary and Secondary Wood
Processors Directory, studying the feasibility of applying municipal wastewater to pine plantations, and supporting
the Maryland/Delaware Master Logger Program and Timber Stumpage Price Reports. The DFS is also developing a
directory of wood artisans.

Forest Legacy Program:

The State is working on a project in the largest forestland holding in the State. The urgency of this project became
evident when the landowner started marketing individual tracts of their ownership.
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