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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

Program

FY 2006

Final

FY 2007

Estimate

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management 173,450 70,000

Cooperative Lands - Forest Health Management - National

Fire Plan

0 0

Forest Land Enhancement 34,078 0

Forest Legacy 1,211,000 18,000

Forest Stewardship 890,505 119,000

State Fire Assistance 16,002 15,610

State Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 62,986 54,096

Urban and Community Forestry 209,700 199,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance 42,000 42,000

Volunteer Fire Assistance - National Fire Plan 36,065 36,065

Total 2,675,786 553,771

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between

the State of Connecticut, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government

entities. These programs promote the health and productivity of Connecticut forest lands and

rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest products, wildlife, water

resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and improve

the health of Connecticut urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs: 

Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,

Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

Key Issues: 

Loss of forest ecosystem integrity due to fragmentation, parcelization and

urbanization

Damage to genetic characteristics of forest stands due to pseudo-forestry and abusive

practices

Lack of sufficient resources for effective management of publicly-owned forest lands

and lands held for the public good

Need to motivate and educate landowners and forest managers in the concepts of

forest stewardship and sound forest management practices—beyond just timber

harvesting





Forest Facts and Accomplishments: 

Selected Facts FY2006 Accomplishments

Population 3,405,565 Stewardship Plans Prepared

(current year) (Each) 

32 

Acres of Forest Land 1,859,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(current year) (Acres) 

2,264 

Acres of Nonindustrial

Private Forest Land 

1,545,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans

(all years) (Acres) 

59,610 

Number of NIPF

Landowners 

102,000 Acres of Multi-resource

Practices Implemented on NIPF

(Acres) 

4,686 

Acres of Federal Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

0 Volunteer Fire Departments

Assisted (Each) 

37 

Acres of Private Land

Under State Fire

Protection 

2,390,000 State Fire Communities Assisted

(Each) 

67 

Number of Rural Fire

Departments 

276 Coop Forest Health Acres

Protected (Acres) 

0 

Number of Cities And

Towns 

120 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

0 

Forest Based Employment 11,391 Forest Legacy Project

Acquisition (Acres) 

497 

Economic Impact of

Forestry (by rank) 

7 Urban Forestry - Participating

Communities (Each) 

112 

State Forestry Budget (All

Sources) 

1,627,000 Urban Forestry - Volunteer

Assistance (Days) 

2,372 

Program Highlights: 

Forest Health Protection 

Nursery stock infected with Phytophthora ramorum, which causes sudden oak death, was
discovered in a shipment from Oregon. Thousands of dollars worth of nursery stock was
destroyed to eliminate the chances of spreading the disease. The incident follows a similar
event in 2004, which also originated in Oregon. 

Cooperative Fire Protection 

With National Fire Plan funds, the Connecticut Division of Forestry facilitated the upgrade of
personal protective equipment (i.e. new generation fire shelters) for in-state wildland
firefighters, and delivered Incident Command System (NIMS compliance) training to 500
volunteer firefighters across the state. 

Forest Legacy 

Connecticut acquired conservation easements on six tracts to protect the forests and
watershed of Stonehouse Brook. 

Urban and Community Forestry 



Following release of the Governor’s Natural Disaster Plan in January 2006, much of the focus
has been on urban forest management plans and tree emergency planning. The State
sponsored a management planning workshop, and tree wardens and public works departments
in five towns around New Haven are working on a cooperative tree emergency management
plan. While still in the formative stages, this plan promises to help communities prepare for a
natural disaster, while serving as a model for other communities. 

Conservation Education 

The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Education partnered
with inner-city schools in Derby and New Haven to remove invasive species of plants from
school grounds and replace them with native trees and shrubs. Volunteers will continue to
maintain the plants. The new greenery will help to create an outdoor classroom, encouraging
teachers to incorporate environmental education into the curricula. 

Forest Stewardship 

The State, together with UConn Cooperative Extension, has completed Phase 1 of the
Highlands Assessment and mapped areas of high conservation value in the northwestern
corner of the State. Yale University will work with UConn Cooperative Extension during
phase 2 to assess resources in these areas. These efforts will help to protect natural areas of
exceptional value and importance as part of the Highlands Conservation Act of 2004. 

For more information contact:

 Connecticut Department of

Environmental Protection 

Donald H. Smith 

Division of Forestry 

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT 06106 

Ph: 860-424-3630 

Fax: 860-424-4070 

Email: don.smith@po.state.ct.us 

Northeastern Area S&PF 

Kathryn P. Maloney 

USDA Forest Service 

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200

Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Ph: 610-557-4103 

Fax: 610-557-4177 

Email: kmaloney@fs.fed.us 
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