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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs: 

 
 

FY 2003 
Final 

 
FY 2003 

Final 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

 
FY 2004 
Estimate 

Programs SPF 
 

NFP 
 

SPF 
 

NFP 
 

Coop Forest Health Management 89,000 1,050,000 1,099,000 

State Fire Assistance 593,468 4,643,508 678,877 3,465,507

Volunteer Fire Assistance 94,000 542,000 95,000 539,000

Forest Stewardship Program 419,000 310,000 
Stewardship Incentives  

Forest Legacy Program 1,888,000 21,000 

Urban and Community Forestry 392,000 386,000 

Economic Action Programs 1,600 90,000 240,000 

PNW Assistance Program  
Forest Resource Information and 
Analysis 

 

Forest Land Enhancement Program 272,000  

TOTAL  

 

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of 
Colorado , the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities.  These programs 
promote the health and productivity of Colorado’s forest lands and rural economies.  Emphasis focuses on 
timber and other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices.  The 
goal is to maintain and improve the health of Colorado’s urban and rural forests and related economies. These 
programs:  

 Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery, 
 Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and 
 Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches. 

 

KEY ISSUES:  
Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include: 
 Wildland Urban Interface hazard fuels treatment, information, education, planning and assessment 
 Protection and safety of the public and firefighters. 
 Cross boundary landscape scale projects. 
 Local fire planning, extended attack capability and transitioniong during complex incidents. 
 Mountain Pine Beetle and Spruce Beetle epidemics are a priority for prevention and suppression 
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Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments 
SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Population 4,550,688 Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 71 
Acres of Forest Land 22,600,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 18,041 
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 6,200,000 Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 1,357,013 

Number of NIPF Landowners 
200,000 Multi-resource practices implemented on 

NIPF - Acres 
 

Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection

24,240,000 Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

260 

Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 

41,432,979 State Fire – Communities Assisted 
SPF 
NFP 

576 

Number of Rural Fire Departments 

424 Coop Forest Health – Acres Protected 
SPF 
NFP 

 

Number of Cities and Towns 

396 Coop Forest Health – Acres Surveyed 
SPF 
NFP 

 

Forest Based Employment 4,033 Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres  
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 98,695,000 Urban Forestry-Participating communities  310 

State Forestry Budget (All Sources) 
26,042,046  Urban Forestry –Volunteer Assistance 

Generated-Days 
10,964 

   EAP-Communites working under broad-
based local strategic plans     

 

  PNW-Communities working under broad-
based local strategic  

 

Program Highlights: 
Urban and Community Forestry: There are 396 cities and towns in Colorado. The U&CF division, in 
conjunction with District Foresters, provides technical and educational support to more than 310 
communities, the majority of which are organized under a volunteer tree board / program.  The Tree City 
USA Certification and Recognition Program is one measure of the success of local volunteer efforts.  
Cooperative Fire Protection: Colorado’s land base is approximately 66 million acres (41.5 million state 
and private, 24 million federal). Of the state’s 4.4 million people, 1.8 million live outside municipal 
boundaries or in communities of less than 10,000 people. These people expect wild land fire protection 
from the 424 rural fire departments, sheriff’s departments and state units. Federal funding allows some 
level of rural fire protection through the organizing, training and equipping local rural resources. Through 
interagency cooperative agreements, the same fire protection entities that protect private and state land 
assist in protecting the federal land. In 2003, 3,516 firefighters were trained. 
Landowner Assistance:  
• Over 2000 Landowner Forest Stewardship Plans prepared by CSFS and Natural Resources 

professionals since 1991. 
• Over 1.5 million acres under Landowner Forest Stewardship Plans. 
• Provide stewardship information in a cooperator newsletter to private landowners. The newsletter is 

published in cooperation with the Colorado Association of Soil Conservation Districts, the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and CSFS. 

• Provide for a statewide recognition program for private landowners. 
• Cooperative efforts by CSFS, Colorado State University’s Cooperative Extension and the NRCS to 

provide landowner and partner education in natural resource management plan preparation. 
• Landowner assistance through the National Fire Plan grant funding. In the incentives program, more 

than 600 landowners funded for hazardous fuels reduction practices. 
Forest Health Protection:  Colorado Mountain Pine and Ips Beetle epidemics contiue to demand 
significant technical and informational assistance for private landowners.  The emerging spruce beetle 
outbreak near Steamboat Springs will the next major challenge for Colorado forest landowners and I/D 
professionals. Currently, emphasis is on assessing threats to private foresst land and developing 
educational and treatment alternatives. 
 
 
Economic Action Programs: Program emphasis has been on forest mitigation through biofuels and 
biosolids market development, emerging opportunities in carbon sequestration, and entrapreneurial 
assistance for forest-based small businesses. 
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For more information contact: 

   

James Hubbard 
Director, Colorado State Forest Service 

Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, CO 80523 

(970) 491-6303 
E-Mail: James.Hubbard.colostate.edu 

Provide your S&PF contact person’s name, 
address, phone, email, fax , etc. 
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