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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2004

Final Final Estimate Estimate
Programs SPF NFP SPF NFP
Coop Forest Health Management
State Fire Assistance 211,000 1,504,000 254,000 2,584,532
Volunteer Fire Assistance 76,000 298,000 76,000 296,000
Forest Stewardship Program 234,000 0 230,000 0
Stewardship Incentives 0 0 0 0
Forest Legacy Program 50,000 0 0 0
Urban and Community Forestry 330,000 0 325,000 0
Economic Action Programs 309,307 291,000 15,000
PNW Assistance Program 0 0 0 0
Forest Resource Information and 0 0 0 0
Analysis
Forest Land Enhancement Program 215,365 0 0 0
TOTAL 1,483,865 2,093,000 900,000 2,880,532

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of
Arizona , the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities. These programs promote
the health and productivity of Arizona forest lands and rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and
other forest products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to
maintain and improve the health of Arizona urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:

® [Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,

® Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

® Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

KEY ISSUES:

Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include:

e National Fire Plan Implementation
e Hazardous fuel removal in the Wildland / Urban Interface and community planning for fire protection

Air, water quality, and riparian area rehabilitation

Forest Health as it relates to density, decreased diversity and increased age of forested lands
Developing uses and markets for small diameter trees
Increasing capacity for existing businesses, which will increase the amount of hazardous fuels that can
br treated and removed from the urbamn interface.




Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments

SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Population 5.6 million  |Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 8
Acres of Forest Land 19.9 million |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 1,608
Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land 9 million  |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) | Not collected
in PMAS
anymore
22,700 Multi-resource practices implemented on Not collected
NIPF — Acres in PMAS
Number of NIPF Landowners anymore
\Volunteer Fire Departments Assisted
SPF 4
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection NFP 18
State Fire — Communities Assisted
13 million  |SPF 2
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection NFP 17
Coop Forest Health — Acres Protected
312 SPF 0
Number of Rural Fire Departments NFP 111
Coop Forest Health — Acres Surveyed
417 SPF 138,240
Number of Cities and Towns NFP 0
Forest Legacy Project Acquisition — Acres AZ is writing
their AON at
Forest Based Employment this time
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) Urban Forestry-Participating communities 80
Urban Forestry —Volunteer Assistance 2,994
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) Generated-Days
EAP-Communites working under broad- 28

based local strategic plans

PNW-Communities working under broad-

based local strategic

Program Highlights:

Urban and Community Forestry: Serving 5.6 million people in 417 communities, Arizona’s pogram assists local
governments, citizens, non-profits, and volunteers in caring for tres and forests where they live. Arizona emphasizes
improved tree care in cities and towns by provdiing tree care training in a variety of locations and formats,
including Spanish language. Local pprograms were supported by about $100,000 in Federally-sourced state urban
forestry grants, eached matched at least 1:1 with local resources and supported by nearly 3,000 volunteer days,
statewide. The non-profit Trees for the Rim group continued to assist over 3,000 property owners whose trees and
lands were damaged by the 2002 Rodeo-Chediski Fire. Eleven Arizona Communities were recognized as Tree City

USA’s.

Cooperative Fire Protection: State Fire Assistance through the National Fire Plan enhances State and local

organizational skills to assist with firefighting efforts. Grants are used for training and education, fuel reduction,
hazard mitigation and equipment needs. National Fire Plan funding of approximately $1,504,000 has been allocated
to fund projects for hazardous fuels treatment on non-federal lands. In Arizona 19 applications were funded for
programs ranging from homeowners brochure development, public education, FIREWISE presentations, to thinning
and prescribed burning. Approximately 1,900 acres were treated creating defensible space and 500 acres were
mechanically treated and resulting slash was utilized. Twenty-five fire management/risk assessments were
completed, and 200 prevention/education programs were conducted and/or implemented and twenty-five

communities were assisted.

Volunteer Fire Assistance supports training and equipment for rural and volunteer fire departments. National Fire
Plan funding of approximately $298,000 has been allocated to assist fire departments. In Arizona approximately 20
applications were approved for funding, one new fire department was established, 150 firefighters were trained, and

200 communities were assisted.




Landowner Assistance: Eight Stewardship Plans plans were prepared in FY2003 covering approximately 1,608
acres. There were 1 Forest Management Plans prepared covering 1,800 acres. There were 130 technical assists to
landowners, and 19 referrals to consultants. There were 80 person days for workshops/seminars/conferences/and
teleconferences. There were 1,370 acres of tree planting. Currently Arizona is in the process of completing their
Assessment of Need (AON) in order to beging implementing the Forest Legacy program in the state.

Forest Health Protection: Provides resources to conduct statewide surveys to detect, evauate, and treat outbreaks
of forest insects, diseases, invasive specieis. Technical assistance and training is also provided to interested private
landowners and resource managers in all phases of forest health management.

Economic Action Programs: Economic Action Program (Rural Community Assistance) includes approximately
$1,010,000 in grant funds for both Arizona and New Mexico. On May 17" 65 grant requests were received
requesting over $4.5 million, which exceeds the available funds by a ratio of 5 to 1. Fifty-one (51) grant requests
were for capacity building and 14 requests were for business plans. Funding requests were limited to $25,000 to
develop or refine individual business plans or community action plans that are aimed at expanding economic uses of
small diameter under utilized tree species from within Arizona and New Mexico, and $100,000 for grant proposals
which plan to develop or expand markets for utilization and economic uses of small diameter under utilized tree
species in Arizona and New Mexico. These funds are to encourage grass roots participation and economic solutions
best suited to local communities while helping restore forest resiliency, protect watersheds and to protect the
environment and reducing wildfire risk. The Region utilized carryover funds from the previous two years in order to
increase the amount of funding available for these years proposals. Sixteen (16) projects were selected for funding
for approximately $1.0 million dollars (2 business plans and 14 utilization proposals). In Arizona 7 projects have
been funded for $493,000. All projects had signed grant agreements prior to the FY2003 internal fire transfer
occurred.
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