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Investment in State's Cooperative Programs:

FY 2003 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2004
Final Final Estimate Estimate
Programs SPF NFP SPF NFP
Coop Forest Health Management $392,000 $500,000 $1,230,293 $0
State Fire Assistance $564,645 $797,100 $621.200 $757,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance $82740 $122,820 $91,014 $116,700
Forest Stewardship Program $748,000 n/a $745,000 n/a
Forest Legacy Program $2,012,000* n/a $2,988,412 n/a
Urban and Community Forestry $651,223 n/a $559,837 n/a
Economic Action Programs $6,700 $80,300 $40,000 $0
Forest Land Enhancement Program $754,683 n/a $763,000 n/a
Forest Resource Planning Assistance n/a n/a n/a n/a
Elgturall Resources Conservation $14,000 n/a n/a n/a
ucation
Conservation Reserve Program $61,988 n/a $19,718 n/a
TOTAL $3,275,979 $1,500,220 $6,437,895 $873,700

* $1,987,000 held for fire transfer.

The cooperative programs are administered and implemented through a partnership between the State of
Alabama, the USDA Forest Service and many other private and government entities. These programs promote
the health and productivity of forest lands and rural economies. Emphasis focuses on timber and other forest
products, wildlife, water resources, rural economies and conservation practices. The goal is to maintain and
improve the health of urban and rural forests and related economies. These programs:

® Increase cost effectiveness through the use of partnerships in delivery,

® [Increase values through sustained productivity of forests, and

® Are voluntary, and use non-regulatory approaches.

KEY ISSUES:

Key issues which State and federal programs will address together in the next few years include:

® Forest Legacy monies are first on the list for fire transfer. Funds for the FY 2003 project (Perdido River) were

held by the Forest Service for a year.

Mixed landownership patterns, population growth and urban expansion will pose considerable challenges to
sustaining forest resource productivity in the South.

Landowner Assistance by providing multiple-use forest management plans under Treasure Forest.
Response to Forest Fragmentation and Urbanization issues.

The ability to provide services with shrinking state budgets.

Continuation of Tree Improvement and State Nursery programs.

Control of Forest Insects and Disease.

BMP to protect and enhance water quality.

Threatened and Endangered Species.

production.

Economic development in forest industry, especially development of woody biomass,pulpwood use in energy



Forest Facts and 2003 Accomplishments

SELECTED FACTS FY 2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Population 4,447,100 |Stewardship Plans Prepared (current year) 592

Acres of Forest Land

22,900,000 |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (current year) 87,768

Acres of NonIndustrial Private Forest Land

18,000,000 |Acres Under Stewardship Plans (all years) 806,574

Multi-resource practices implemented on

Number of NIPF Landowners 440,000 NIPF - Acres 246,600
\/olunteer Fire Departments Assisted
SPF 124
Acres of Federal Land Under State Fire Protection 704,500 NFP 84
State Fire — Communities Assisted
SPF 0
Acres of Private Land Under State Fire Protection 22,900,000 NFP 660
Coop Forest Health — Acres Protected
SPF 1,328
Number of Rural Fire Departments 992 NFP 0
Coop Forest Health — Acres Surveyed
SPF 42,000,000
Number of Cities and Towns 456 NFP 0
Forest Based Employment 70,000 Forest Legacy Project Acquisition - Acres 0
Economic Impact of Forestry (by rank) 1 Urban Forestry-Participating communities 141
State Forestry Budget (All Sources) $32,110,096
Urban Forestry —Volunteer Assistance
Generated-Days 2,041
EAP-Communites working under broad-
based local strategic plans 2

Program Highlights:

Urban and Community: : $10,000 matched U&CF funds are being used to enable Department of Youth Services
to improve its program of horticultural therapy for its at-risk youth. It will allow the youth to grow one-year old tree
seedlings in 1-gallon containers under supervision of Master Gardener volunteers. When grown, 3,150 trees will be
made available at no cost to communities across Alabama for out-planting on public property.

Cooperative Fire Protection: State Fire Assistance provides funding to support fire fighting resources throughout
the state. Volunteer Fire Assistance provides funds to Volunteer Fire Departments through the State Forester’s
Office. Tne Federal Excess Personal Property program assists States in acquiring and placing fire equipment in
Rural Communities throughout the State.

Landowner Assistance: Uncertain future of Forest Lands Enhancement Program funding compromises
landowner ability to implement multi-resource conservation practices.

Forest Health Protection: Southern pine beetle populations decreased dramatically in 2003 following several
years of epidemic conditions. Only 206 spots were reported. Other disease and insect pests such as fusiform rust,
littleleaf disease, annosus root rot, loblolly pine decline, dogwood anthracnose, and oak decline caused their usual
damage.

Forest Legacy Program: The first Forest Legacy land acquisition (Coon Gulf FY 2002) closed on 9/23/2003; 621
acreas will remain in forest use forever.

Economic Action Programs: In FY 2003, Economic Action Program- National Fire Plan funds were used to
rehabilitate firebreaks and developing green fuel breaks around subdivisions and communities in north central
Alabama. The Cawaco RC&D led this effort. Efforts were made to utilize the woody biomass for energy. National
Fire Plan funding for FY 2004 was not authorized, so efforts started in 2003 have been halted.
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