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	Subject:
	Vegetation Management for Electrical Utility Rights-Of-Way    

	
	

	To:
	Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, IITF Director, Deputy Chiefs and WO Staff   

	
	

	 


Enclosed is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Edison Electric Institute (EEI), the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the Fish & Wildlife Service, the National Park Service and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  This MOU facilitates early coordination and decision making among the Edison Electric Institute member (electric utilities) companies and the Federal regulatory and land management agencies responsible for reviewing or approving applications for vegetation management along rights-of-way for electric transmission and distribution facilities on Federal lands.  The MOU establishes a framework of cooperative development of Integrated Vegetative Management (IVM) practices on Federal land. 

President Bush’s Executive Order 13212, “Actions to Expedite Energy-Related Projects” signed on May 2001 established The White House Task Force on Energy Project Streamlining to improve and expedite cooperation among the Federal agencies evaluating energy related transmission and distribution projects on Federal lands.  This Executive Order established a policy that the departments and agencies must take appropriate actions, consistent with applicable law, to expedite projects that will increase the supply and availability of energy for the country.  This MOU, initiated under the now decommissioned White House Energy Task Force, supports recent energy legislation. 

Title XII, Section 215 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, requires Federal agencies to expedite approvals that are necessary for owners or operators of electrical transmission and distribution facilities to comply with applicable reliability standards.  These standards pertain to vegetation management, electric service restoration or resolution of situations that imminently endanger the reliability or safety of the facilities. 

The MOU is consistent with the goals of the 2005 Energy Policy Act and Presidential Executive Order 13212.  It specifies agency responsibilities, and establishes coordination mechanisms to facilitate timely review of applications and authorizations for managing vegetation within rights-of-way on Federal lands.  The participating agencies agree to cooperate with holders of existing electrical transmission rights-of-way, use authorizations and to facilitate early communications on each permit application, which will aid in the efficient use of time and resources, as well as providing a more understandable process for the public.

The Forest Service will implement the provisions of the MOU and improve our nation’s energy resources.
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This memo will be posted to our special uses homepage as one means of alerting all holders of existing electrical transmission rights-of-way authorizations, and all current and future users.  Regions and Forest may also consider other means of publicizing this vegetation management MOU among interest or effected individuals.

If you have questions, you may contact Julett Denton (jdenton@fs.fed.us) or by phone at 

(202) 205-1756.

	

	/s/ Dale N. Bosworth

	DALE N. BOSWORTH

	Chief
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