Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)
01/01/2008 to 03/31/2008

Helena National Forest

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project Name

Project Purpose

Expected

Planning Status Implementation

Decision

Project Contact

Projects Occurring Nationwide

Aerial Application of Fire
Retardant

EA

- Fuels management

Completed Actual: 10/11/2007 10/2007 Christopher Wehrli

202-205-1332
fire retardant@fs.fed.us

Description: The Forest Service proposes to continue the aerial application of fire retardant to fight fires on National Forest

System lands. An environmental analysis will be conducted to prepare an Environmental Assessment on the
proposed action.

National Forest System Land
Management Planning -
Proposed Rule

EIS

Web Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/retardant/index.htmi

Location: UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. Nation Wide.

- Regulations, Directives, In Progress: Expected:02/2008 02/2008 Gina Owens

Orders DEIS NOA in Federal Register 202-205-1187
08/31/2007 gowens@fs.fed.us
Est. FEIS NOA in Federal
Register 01/2008

Web Link:

Description: The Agency proposes to publish a rule at 36 CFR part 219 to finish rulemaking on the land management planning

rule issued on January 5, 2005 (2005 rule). The 2005 rule guides development, revision, and amendment of land
management plans.

http://lwww.fs.fed.us/emc/nfma/2007_planning_rule.html

Location:

UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - All units of the
National Forest System. Agency-wide.

Helena National Forest

Helena Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Austin #1 Sampling

- Minerals and Geology

Cancelled N/A N/A David Madden
CE 406-495-3934
dmadden@fs.fed.us
Description: This is a placer mining operation that will be using machinery to remove layers of soil and then scan with metal
detectors to find gold.
Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T11N, R7W, Sec.
10,14,15. Hope Creek Drainage, north of Elliston, MT.
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Project Name

Expected

Decision Implementation

Project Purpose Planning Status Project Contact

Helena National Forest

Helena Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Bowers Road Relocation
EA

Charlie McKenna
406-495-3729
cmckenna@fs.fed.us

- Road management Developing Proposal 07/2008

Est. Scoping Start 01/2008

Expected:03/2008

Description: Reroute about 2,000 feet of existing road from pvt. property across which there is no public ROW, to NFS lands
immediately to the south west. The road would provide access from the Jimtown Road to the Oregon
Gulch/Hedges Mountain area.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T11N,R1W, NW

1/4 Sec. 22. Kingsbury Road.

Cave Gulch Special Use Road
CE

Kurt Cuneo
406-495-3914
kcuneo@fs.fed.us

- Road management Completed Actual: 10/12/2007 10/2007

Description: Reconstruct portions of the Cave Gulch Road that washed out after the 2000 Cave Gulch Fire. Prior to the
flooding in 2001 and 2002, this road was authorized by a Special Use Permit to allow access to a private in-
holding.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL-T 11 N,R1W,

Sec. 35. Cave Gulch.

Fred Burr Water Development

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Vicky MacLean
406-449-5490
vmaclean@fs.fed.us

- Grazing management In Progress: 07/2008

Scoping Start 10/30/2007

Expected:12/2007

Description: |nstallation of water tank.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Powell. LEGAL - T8N R7W Sec.19. South of

Fred Burr Creek on the Dog Creek grazing allotment..

Haug Special Use Private Road
permit renewal

N/A Stephen Wyatt
406-266-3425

swyatt@fs.fed.us

- Special use management On Hold N/A

CE
Description: Renewal of an existing Road Use Permit that allows the permittee to access their private land.
Location: UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. SE 1/4, Sec. 9, T8N, R 2
W.
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Project Name

Project Purpose Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Helena National Forest

Helena Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one

District)

R1 - Northern Region

Holliday Private Access
EA

- Special use management On Hold
- Road management

- Recreation management

N/A

N/A

Stephen Wyatt
406-266-3425
swyatt@fs.fed.us

Description: Special use application requesting access to private land. An exchange of reciprocal easements is possible,

depending on alternative selected.

Location:
Blackfoot River/Telegraph Creek.

UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Powell. LEGAL-T 8N, R 6 W, Sec. 6. Little

Lewis and Clark County Hedges
Mtn. Communications Use

CE

- Special use management On Hold

N/A

N/A

Stephen Wyatt
406-266-3425
swyatt@fs.fed.us

Description: Special use application for long-term occupancy of site on Hedges Mtn. for communications use.

Location:
Sec. 6. Hedges Mtn..

UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL-T 11N, R 1E,

Little Blackfoot River Road
Conveyance

CE
*NEW LISTING*

- Road management Developing Proposal

Est. Scoping Start 12/2007

Expected:03/2008

06/2008

Larry Cole
406-495-3728
Icole@fs.fed.us

Description: Conveyance of ROW easement to Powell COunty of isolated segments of Forest Development Road #227. This
conveyance will consolidate jurisdiction of the affected exisiting road.

Location:

Sec.36, T8N, R7W, SW 1/4 NW 1/4, Sec.1. Little Blackfoot River area.

UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Powell. LEGAL - T9N, R6W, W 1/2 Sec.30 &

Lodgepole Pine Test Plantation
Thinning - Cellar Ogilvie

CE

- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)

In Progress:
215 Comment Period Legal
Notice 04/24/2007

Expected:01/2008

08/2008

Amanda Milburn
406-495-3928
amilburn@fs.fed.us

Description: Thinning a 20-year old LP test plantation to improve growing conditions for the most desirable individuals.

Location:

UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. Cellar Ogilvie.

01/01/2008
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Expected

EA

Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision Implementation Project Contact
Helena National Forest Helena Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District) R1 - Northern Region
Montana Army National Guard | - Special use management In Progress: Expected:01/2008 06/2008 Stephen Wyatt
Biathlon Range - Recreation management 215 Comment Period Legal 406-266-3425

Notice 06/28/2006 swyatt@fs.fed.us

Description: Special use application requesting authority to construct and use a biathlon range and associated cross-country
ski trails on NFS lands.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL-t10N, R6 W,
Sec. 36. Mac Donald Pass.

Opbhir/Carpenter Drift Fence - Grazing management In Progress: Expected:06/2008 07/2008 Vicky MacLean
CE Scoping Start 03/20/2007 406-449-5490
vmaclean@fs.fed.us

Description: Build a short drift fence to prevent cattle from traveling from the Carpenter Creek drainage over the ridge to Ophir
Creek.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T11N, R6W,
Sec.20. Carpenter and Ophir Creeks.

PPSR Private Access
CE

Stephen Wyatt
406-266-3425
swyatt@fs.fed.us

- Special use management On Hold N/A N/A
- Road management
- Recreation management

Description: Special use application requesting access to private land.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Jefferson. LEGAL - T8N, R2W, Sec.2.
Elkhorn Mountains.

Rollin' Dream Placer Sampling | - Minerals and Geology Completed Actual: 10/22/2007 11/2007 David Madden
406-449-5490
CE
ext.3934

dmadden@fs.fed.us

Description: Proposal is to dig a series of holes 14X6 feet on 25 foot centers. The first hole would be backfilled by the next hole.
Each hole would be 10 feet deep.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T11N, R7W,

Sec.10. Sauerkraut Creek in the Poorman drainage..

01/01/2008
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Expected
Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision Implementation Project Contact
Helena National Forest Helena Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District) R1 - Northern Region
Sale of Helena Administrative - Land ownership management | Developing Proposal Expected:09/2008 12/2008 Larry Cole
Site - Facility management Est. Scoping Start 04/2008 406-495-3728
EA Icole@fs.fed.us
*NEW LISTING* Description: Sale of buildings, dwellings, and raw land comprising a portion of the Helena Administrative Site.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T10N, R3W,
Sec.20, SE1/4. Helena, MT.

Skelton Private Access - Special use management On Hold N/A N/A Stephen Wyatt
EA - Road management 406-266-3425
- Recreation management swyatt@fs.fed.us

Description: Special use application requesting private access to two separate tracts of private land. An exchange of reciprocal
easements will be required, thus allowing the public access to adjacent NFS lands.

Location: UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL-T 12N, R1W,
Sec. 31, T 13N, R 1 E, Sec. 19. Soup Creek, Elk Ridge.

South of Helena Hazardous - Fuels management Completed Actual: 10/09/2007 06/2008 Craig Kockler
Fuels Reduction - Vegetation management 406-495-3929
CE (other than forest products) ckockler@fs.fed.us

Description: Where applicable, prescribed fire would be utilized to reduce understory vegetation. Mechanical treatment would
be used in other units within the project area to reduce less mature overstory.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T10N, R4W,
Sec.34 & 35, T9N, R4W, Sec. 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, & 12. South of Helena, MT.

Telegraph Creek Road - Road management Developing Proposal Expected:03/2008 06/2008 Larry Cole

Conveyance Est. Scoping Start 12/2007 406-495-3728

CE Icole@fs.fed.us
*NEW LISTING* Description: Conveyance of ROW easement to Powell COunty of isolated segments of Forest Development Road #495. This

conveyance will consolidate jurisdiction of the affected existing road.

Location:  UNIT - Helena Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Powell. LEGAL - N1/2 sec. 29 T9N R6W.
Telegraph Creek.

Helena National Forest Lincoln Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District) R1 - Northern Region
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Helena National Forest

Lincoln Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Blackfoot - North Divide Winter
Travel Planning

EA

- Recreation management

In Progress:
215 Comment Period Legal
Notice 09/09/2006

Expected:03/2008

06/2008

Mandy Alvino
406.362.4265
MAlvino@fs.fed.us

Description: Create a plan that will provide for a variety of motorized and non-motorized winter recreation opportunities.

Location:
District (except Sca

pegoat Wilderness) & appx. 30,000 acres nw of Helena RD.

UNIT - Lincoln Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark, Powell. Lincoln Ranger

Flesher Worms
CE

- Forest products

Cancelled

N/A

N/A

Sharon Scott
406-495-3943
sascott@fs.fed.us

Description: Proposed vegetation treatments that would include intermediate harvest in areas treated with mechanical
equipment for removal of unmerchantable material (ladder fuels) and removal of salvageable dead.

Location:

15 & 16. Flesher Pass.

UNIT - Lincoln Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T14N, R6W, Sec.

Hennesy Placer Sampling
CE

- Minerals and Geology

In Progress:
Scoping Start 07/19/2007

Expected:06/2008

07/2008

David Madden
406-449-5490
ext.3934
dmadden@fs.fed.us

Description: Hand digging with pick and shovel and removal of fines for sampling. No milling on site. Shallow hand dug holes.
Total volume per year would be around five cubic yards.

Location:

Sec.27. West side of Stonewall Creek and west of placer tailings rocks from earlier mining..

UNIT - Lincoln Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T15N, R9W,

Marsh Creek Allotment

- Grazing management

Cancelled

N/A

N/A

Shawn Heinert
406-362-4265

EA )
sheinert@fs.fed.us
Description: Allotment Mgt. Plan revision - maintain the current management and incorporate the adaptive management
concept.
Location:  UNIT - Lincoln Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T13N, R7W, Sec.
25,26,27,34,35, and 36. East side of continental divide. Southeast of Granite Butte in the Marsh Creek and North
Fork Marsh Creek drainage..
01/01/2008 Page 6 of 11 Helena National Forest




Project Name

Project Purpose

: - Expected :
Planning Status Decision Implementation Project Contact

Helena National Forest

Lincoln Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Marsh/Tarhead
EIS
*NEW LISTING*

- Grazing management

R1 - Northern Region
Developing Proposal

Est. NOI in Federal Register
02/2008

Expected:01/2009 03/2009 Jan Fauntleroy
406-449-5201

jfauntleroy@fs.fed.us

Description: Allotment management plan revision - maintain the current management and incorporate the adaptive

management concept.

Location:

UNIT - Lincoln Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T13N, R7W, Sec.
25-27, 34-36, and T13N, R6W, Sec. 4,5 and T14N,R6W,Sec.16,20-22,25,29,31,32,34. E side of continental

divide. Se of Granite Butee in the Marsh Creek & N. Fork Marsh Creek drainages. S. of Flesher Pass in the eino,
Specimen, Trahead, & Trout Creel drainages..

Tarhead Allotment
EA

- Grazing management

Cancelled N/A N/A

Shawn Heinert
406-362-4265

sheinert@fs.fed.us

Description: Allotment Management Plan revision - maintain current management and incorporate the adaptive management

concept.

Location:

UNIT - Lincoln Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Lewis and Clark. LEGAL - T14N, R6W, Sec.
16,20,21,22,28,29,31,32,34 and T13N, R6W, Sec. 4,5. East side of continental divide. South of Flesher Pass in
the Weino, Specimen, Tarhead and Trout Creek drainages..

Helena National Forest

Townsend Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Burned Area Fenceline Clearing
CE

- Grazing management
- Forest products

Cancelled N/A N/A

Tracy Schilling
406-495-3870

tschilling@fs.fed.us

Description: Remove dead/dying trees along existing firelines within the Maudlow-Toston fire areas to repair damages from

blowdown and to prevent further damage.

Location:

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Big Belt Mountains - primarily
Blacktail and Sulphur Bar areas in hte Maudlow Toston fire area..

01/01/2008
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Project Name

: : - Expected :
Project Purpose Planning Status Decision Implementation Project Contact

Helena National Forest

Townsend Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Cabin Gulch Vegetation
Management

EIS

- Vegetation management In Progress: Expected:06/2008 08/2008 Sharon Scott
(other than forest products) DEIS NOA in Federal Register 406-495-3943
- Fuels management 08/04/2006 sascott@fs.fed.us
- Forest products Est. FEIS NOA in Federal

Register 03/2008

Description: This project will address stand health and related fuel hazards in an area with expanding insect infestations
(Doglas-fir beetle and pine bark beetle).

Location:  UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Big Belt Mountains - Cabin

Gulch and North Fork Deep Creek drainages..

Carl Creek/Cedar Bar Creek
Riparian Fencing

CE
*NEW LISTING*

- Watershed management In Progress:

Scoping Start 11/20/2007

Expected:01/2008 05/2008 David Callery
406-495-3710

dcallery@fs.fed.us

Description: Fencing of riparian areas within grazing allotment.

Location:  UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Carl Creek and Cedar Bar

Creek.

Deep/Grassy Range
Improvements

CE

- Grazing management In Progress:

Scoping Start 05/01/2007

Expected:06/2008 07/2008 Tracy Schilling
406-495-3870

tschilling@fs.fed.us

Description: |nstall a water tank, develop water source, and fence.

Location:  UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Meagher. Big Belt Mountains, Hay Creek

and Dry/Greyson Creek drainages.

Grassy/Deep Creek Cattle and
Horse Allotment Management
Plan Revision

- Grazing management Developing Proposal

Est. Scoping Start 01/2008

Expected:09/2008 06/2009 Dea Nelson
406-495-3865

dnelson09@fs.fed.us

EA Description: Revise AMP written in 1968 and 1969.
Location:  UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Big Belt Mountains, Deep
Creek drainage.
01/01/2008
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Helena National Forest Towns

end Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Halverson Private Road SUP
Re-issuance

CE

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/24/2007

Expected:01/2008

01/2008

Stephen Wyatt
406-266-3425
swyatt@fs.fed.us

Description: Proposed reissuance of a 10 year private road permit. Road is existing. No use change expected. No ground
disturbance involved. Long-term 30 year lease may be considered - or 20 year permit.

Location:

Belts, Deep Creek/Black Butte Gulch.

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Big Belt Mountains, South

Hay Peggy Fuels Reduction
EA

- Fuels management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 06/2008

Expected:01/2009

04/2009

Dea Nelson
406-495-3865
dnelson09@fs.fed.us

Description: Reduce fuels on forest and grassland areas in the southern Big Belt Mountains - icluding areas in wildland urban
interface adjacent to Grassy Mtn. subdivision.

Location:

southern portion including Hay Creek, Dry Creek, and Greyson Creek..

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater, Meagher. Big Belt Mountains,

Lodgepole Pine Test Plantation
Thinning - Long Gulch

CE

- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)

In Progress:
215 Comment Period Legal
Notice 04/24/2007

Expected:01/2008

08/2008

Amanda Milburn
406-495-3928
amilburn@fs.fed.us

Description: Thinning a 20-year old LP genetic test plantation to improve growing conditions for the most desirable individuals.

Location:

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Long Guich.

Sagebrush Fence and South
Crow Water Developments

CE

- Grazing management

Cancelled

N/A

N/A

Diane Johnson
406-495-3864
dljohnson@fs.fed.us

Description: Construct range improvements on South Crow Allotment - build appx. 1/4 mile of fence and 3 water developments.

Location:

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Elkhorn Mountains, Crow
Creek drainage.

01/01/2008
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Helena National Forest Towns

end Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R1 - Northern Region

Sale of Townsend
Administrative Site

EA

- Facility management
- Land ownership management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 04/2008

Expected:09/2008

12/2008

Larry Cole
406-495-3728
Icole@fs.fed.us

*NEW LISTING*

Description: Sale of ROW lands compromising a portion of the Townsend Administrative Site.

Location:

NE 1/4. Towsend, MT.

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. LEGAL - T7N, R3E, Sec.32,

Sale of Townsend Dwelling
CE

- Facility management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/03/2007

Expected:03/2008

06/2008

Larry Cole
406-495-3728
Icole@fs.fed.us

Description: Sale of home on administrative site within Townsend city limits.

Location:

Lot 8, Block 22. Townsend, MT.

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. LEGAL - T7N, R2E, Sec. 31,

South Belts Travel Plan
EA

- Road management

In Progress:
215 Comment Period Legal
Notice 11/17/2007

Expected:12/2007

03/2008

Beth lhle
(406) 266-3425
bihle@fs.fed.us

Description: Travel planning (open/closed status, season of use, type of use).

Location:

the Big Belt Mountain Range.

UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater, Meagher. Southern portion of

Sulphur Bar Creek Riparian
Fencing

- Watershed management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/20/2007

Expected:01/2008

05/2008

David Callery
406-495-3710

CE dcallery@fs.fed.us
*NEW LISTING* Description: Fencing of riparian areas within grazing allotment.
Location:  UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Sulphur Bar.
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Expected
Project Name Project Purpose Planning Status Decision Implementation Project Contact
Helena National Forest Townsend Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District) R1 - Northern Region
Wing Tank Fence Construction | - Grazing management In Progress: Expected:02/2008 06/2008 Diane Johnson
and Emily Spring Development Scoping Start 05/21/2007 406-495-3864
CE dljohnson@fs.fed.us

Description: New range improvements on North Beaver Allotment - construct appx. 3/4 mile of fence and 1 water development
- including 50 feet of pipe and 1 tank.

Location:  UNIT - Townsend Ranger District. STATE - Montana. COUNTY - Broadwater. Elkhorn Mountains - Beaver
creek drainage.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited

bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.
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