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Types of climate and climate-related information commonly sought

Climate statistics (ñstaticò descriptions) about a station or area

Climate monitoring info, to track variations in climate, variability properties

Climate index histories (not direct climate measurements)

Time frames:  past climate, present or recent climate, future climate

Spatial scales:  Global to organism scale

Measured climate versus proxy climate (T, P versus tree rings, SOI, MEI)

Associated environmental measurements:  stream temp or flow, chemistry

Causative factors leading to observed variations, attribution info

Raw (observations) or treated (gridded) data versus interpreted information

Research findings, access.  ENSO, PDO, Forcings, Decision process, refs & biblio

Climate impact information.  Direct and indirect effects of climate.  

No one source can, or does, or will, provide all of these types of information



Tools to track climate variations in the western states

NOAA Western Regional Climate Center

NOAA National Weather Service

Weather Forecast Offices

River Forecast Center

NOAA ESRL Interactive web pages (the old CDC, Climate Diagnostics Center)

USDA NRCS Water and Climate Center (Portland Oregon)

NOAA NOHRSC National Operational Hydromet Remote Sensing Center

NOAA Climate Prediction Center

NOAA National Climatic Data Center

Drought Portal (drought.gov)

NOAA RISAs (Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments)

State sources



WRCC tools to track climate variations in the western states

Individual station listings (available for each historical location)  (monthly)

California Climate Tracker (updated first date of each month)

Would be a very good idea to do this for all western states

Westmap  (updated monthly, but need to keep PRISM operational)

National scale RCC ACIS Maps (updated daily)

WRCC ACIS maps (expanded set for the West) (updated daily)

WRCC Divisional Data Plotter (updated monthly)

SPI Visualizer and Data Plotter (updated monthly)

CalClim web pages for California (updated daily)

Various drought descriptors under development

North American Freezing Level Tracker (updated monthly, later daily)

----

In development or needing development

Global Reanalysis and North American Regional Reanalysis gridded tools

A climate-change compatible PRISM time series, continuously updated

Consistent upgrade badly needed

Nothing else comes close

A number of methodological and administrative issues to address

WRCC is willing to take a lead on this

Much better information needed on climate forcings for the region

Tighter links to attribution













Typical NWS cooperative station.  

Individual daily listings not available via web.

1.  Dealing with demand.

2.  Agreement among RCCs

3.  Some exceptions (CA, for example)

Monthly and annual listings are available.

Similar summary info available for all us via

www.wrcc.dri.edu/summary/sodusa.html



HCN-M

Historical Climatology

Network - Modernized





ñProjectsò  é   www.wrcc.dri.edu/PROJECTS.html



www.raws.dri.edu

As of 

Nov 2009

About

2000 RAWS 

stations

available.

(active plus

Inactive)







www.wrcc.dri.edu/anom



Monthly Tmax to date                              Monthly Tmin to date

www.wrcc.dri.edu/anom



www.hprcc.unl.edu/www.wrcc.dri.edu/rcc.html
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www.wrcc.dri.edu/spi/divplot2map.html



1987-1994  California Drought





www.wrcc.dri.edu/spi/spi.html

















Westmap

Joint project 

between

U Arizona

DRI / WRCC

OSU PRISM Grp

NOAA ïNCTP 

(now TRACS)

CLIMAS

/WRCC

CAP

At present is 

restricted to just 

the western 

United States

www.wrcc.dri.edu/PROJECTS.html
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Climate 
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Individual 
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Monthly Data
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the latest 

month



Precipitation.  Water Year (Oct-Sep)

1895-96  Thru  2008-09

Mean: 1895-2009


