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Abstract
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1976. History of Forest Service Research in the Central and

Southern Rocky Mountain Regions, 1908-1975. USDA For.

Serv. Gen. Tech. Rep. RM-27, 100 p. Rocky Mt. For. and Range

Exp. Stn., Fort Collins, Colo. 80521.

The first forest research area established by the Forest Service

was in 1908–the Fort Valley Experimental Forest near Flagstaff,

Arizona. In 1909, the Fremont Experiment Station near Colorado

Springs was begun, as well as the Wagon Wheel Gap watershed

experiment in the central Rockies. The Santa Rita Range Reserve,

begun in 1903, was transferred to the Forest Service in 1915. Two

forest and range experiment stations were officially designated–

Southwestern Station, in 1930, at Tucson, Arizona, and Rocky

Mountain Station, in 1935, at Fort Collins, Colorado. The two Sta-

tions were combined in 1953, with central headquarters at Fort

Collins, to serve a 10-State territory.
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1Raymond Price, retired, was Director of the Southwestern Forest and Range Experiment Station with
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A growing youngster in a

developing country.
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A close mountain-valley relationship exists in the central and southern Rocky Mountain regions.
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Wagon Wheel Gap experimental watersheds, Colorado, 1911. Circles indicate weir locations.
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Measuring snow conditions on watershed B, Wagon Wheel Gap, Colorado,
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15G. A. “Gus‘ Pearson, Forester in Charge, Fort Valley

Experiment Station, Arizona, 1908–30.
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Directors,

Southwestern Forest and Range

Experiment Station, 1930-53:

G. A.  Pearson, 1930-35

Arthur T. Upson, 1935-42 Raymond Price, 1942-53
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Key buildings at Fort Valley Experimental Forest,

Arizona, 1915:

A, Laboratory and office.

B, Caretaker's house.

C, Con-drying shed.

D, Pearson's residence, built in 1909.

E. C. Crafts measures ponderosa pine growth on

experimental plot. Fort Valley Experimental

Forest, Arizona, 1935.
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����� Civilian Conservation Corps constructs dam and

weir for watershed research on Upper Pocket Creek.

Sierra Ancha, Arizona, 1936.

����� Weighing transpiration can during evapotranspiration

experiment at Sierra Ancha, 1937.

Compound weir on Workman Creek, for measuring

streamflow changes after timber harvest. Sierra

 Ancha Experimental Forest, early 1940's.
ð
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Invasion of mesquite as the result of drought, planting of seeds by kangaroo rats, and heavy grazing.

Santa Rita Experimental Range (upper) 1903; (lower) 1941.
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Headquarters, Southwestern

Forest and Range Experiment

Station, Tumamoc Hill,

Tucson, Arizona.
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Director Price, M. W.

Talbot, and W. G. Koogler

(left to right) examine a

rodent exclosure established

in 1923 on Tonto National

Forest, Arizona. 1946.
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Experimental mesquite control by (left) cabling,

and (right) spraying. Santa Rita Experimental

Range, Arizona, late 1940's.
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Directors,

Rocky Mountain Forest and Range

Experiment Station, 1935-53:

Richard E. McArdle, 1935-38

Charles A. Connaughton, 1938-44 William G. McGinnies, 1944-53
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Manitou Experimental Forest, Colorado.

����� (Left) Grazing in intermediate wheatgrass planted

on abandoned field, 1951.

(Top) Measuring density of protected plants in cattle

range, 1941.

(Center) Abandoned field reclaimed, through

reseeding, 1944.

(Right) Grass nursery adaptability trials, 1950.
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Headquarters, Fraser Experimental Forest, Colorado.
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Devastation of Engelmann spruce by the spruce

beetle, 1939 to 1953, did much to get insect control

research rolling. On the White River National

Forest, Colorado, beetles destroyed entire stands—

3.8 billion board feet of Engelmann spruce and

500 million board feet of lodgepole pine.

Both airplane and tractor-mounted spraying equip-

ment were used for sagebrush-control experiments

in Wyoming in the 1940’s.

Building a gopher exclosure study

area on Black Mesa in western

Colorado.
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East St. Louis watershed,

Fraser Experimental Forest,

Colorado, 1950, where rela-

tion of streamflow to extent

of snow cover was recorded.

Before April 1, entire

watershed was snow covered;

most snow had disappeared

by July 3.

Upper, June 2;

Center, June 19;

Lower, July 3.

FOOL CREEK JURY, FRASER EX-

PERIMENTAL FOREST, 1949.

(Left to right)

Front row: M. B. Huckeby, M. D.

Hoover, L. Lassen, T. Krueger.

Second row: Director W. G. McGinnies,

R. K. LeBarron, R. W. Bailey, J. J.

Byrne.

Third row: B. C. Goodell,  E. N. Munns,

E. J. Dortignac, E. G. Dunford, P. A.

Ingebo, B. R. Lexen.

Fourth row: L. D. Love, J. G. Osborne,

A. R. Croft, A. G. Lindh, C. M.

Hendee, J. L. Retzer.



47

Timber harvest patterns designed for evaluting

effects of water yield and forest regeneration. Fool

Creek watershed, Fraser Experimental Forest,

Colorado. Access roads were built in 1950-51;

timber harvesting was done in 1954-56.

A sediment basin of 1/4 acre-foot capacity was con-

structed in 1951 immediately below the stream-

gaging station. Annual sediment yield from the

watershed following logging averaged only 1.5 cubic

feet per acre, net volume.
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This shelterbelt, planted in 1938 (upper), was evaluated in 1954 (lower).
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51

Directors,

Combined Rocky Mountain Forest and

Range Experiment Station, 1953-75:

Raymond Price, 1953-71

Karl F. Wenger, 1971-75 David E. Herrick, 1975-Present
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(Upper right) Stadium seats were overlaid with resin-

treated paper for service testing. South Dakota

School of Mines and Technology, Rapid City.

(Left) Chemicals were used in peelability tests on

Black Hills ponderosa pine, South Dakota.

(Lower left) Black Hills ponderosa pine fenceposts,

treated by nine different methods.
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Forest Research Laboratory,

Rapid City, South Dakota,

dedicated May 21, 1960.
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Dedication

Laboratory location date

A, Flagstaff, Arizona May 21, 1963

B, Laramie, Wyoming May 23, 1963

C, Tempe, Arizona December 16, 1965

D, Fort Collins, Colorado July 28, 1967

E, Lincoln, Nebraska October 19, 1973

F, Tucson, Arizona (Exchange) 1960

G, Bottineau, North Dakota (Transfer) 1966
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