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The 38 papers in this proceedings are divided into six sections; the first includes an overview paper and documentation of the first
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soil and microsite requirements, germination and establishment of desired species, and community ecology of shrubland systems.
The final section contains descriptions of the field trips to the High Plains Grassland Research Station and to the Snowy Range and
Medicine Bow Peak. The proceedings unites many papers on germination of native seed with vegetation ecology, soil physio-
chemical properties, and soil biology to create a  volume describing the interactions of seeds and soils in arid and semiarid shrubland
ecosystems.
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The Shrub Research Consortium (SRC) was formed in 1983 with five charter members (see list). Over time SRC has
grown to its present size of 25 institutional members. The SRC had three principal objectives in its charter: (1) developing
plant materials for shrubland rehabilitation; (2) developing methods of establishing, renewing, and managing
shrublands in natural settings; and (3) assisting with publication and dissemination of research results. These objectives
have been met by a series of symposia sponsored by the Consortium and partners. This publication is the 12th in the
series; the previous 11 are listed on the next page. The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Intermountain
Research Station and Rocky Mountain Research Station have published proceedings of all symposia to date. The
executive committee has plans for another symposium in 2004 in Lubbock, Texas, with the theme of Shrublands Under
Fire. Each symposium has had a theme, but the executive committee has encouraged attendance and participation by
shrubland ecosystem biologists and managers with wider interests than any particular symposium theme—the heart
of the Consortium’s programs are wildland shrub ecosystem biology, research, and management.
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