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	Forest

Service
	Washington

Office
	1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC  20250



	File Code:
	5160
	Date:
	June 2, 2008

	Route To:
	(2670)

	
	

	Subject:
	Reporting Requirements for Retardant and Foam in Waterways and T&E Species Habitats       

	
	

	To:
	Regional Foresters   


The Washington Office has been sharing information with you about the Chief’s February 18, 2008, decision on retardant use, the application of the Guidelines for Aerial Delivery of Retardant or Foam Near Waterways (2000 Guidelines), and the adoption of the reasonable and prudent alternatives about endangered species that the Forest Service received from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS).

Field reporting of all accidents, spills, and exceptions to the 2000 Guidelines continues to be required.  In addition, you will now record the quantity and type of any wildland fire chemicals applied to Waterway and non-Waterway habitats of those 45 Threatened and Endangered species identified in the FWS Biological Opinion and the Chief’s decision as most vulnerable to retardants. A form (with instructions) is enclosed to ease collecting and reporting this information.  

Also enclosed is the list of those FWS Threatened & Endangered species that are most vulnerable to retardants and their known locations by National Forest or Grassland.  Please share this letter and enclosures with your Forest Supervisors, District Rangers, and Incident Commanders.  

When retardant or foam is used in the suppression of a wildland fire where it adversely affects any threatened, endangered, or proposed species, or designated or proposed critical habitat, the Forest Service Line Officer must initiate Emergency Consultation with the FWS and/or NMFS.  The Forest Service unit should coordinate with the local FWS or NMFS office to monitor, determine significance of effects, and design appropriate responsive measures.

All information is posted on the web site at: http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/retardant/index.html
If you have additional questions, please contact Rick Prausa at 202-205-1579.

	

	/s/ Robin L. Thompson (for)

	JAMES E. HUBBARD

	Deputy Chief, State and Private Forestry


Enclosures: 
Retardant Application Reporting Form with Instructions FWS Threatened &
Endangered Species Most Vulnerable to Retardants.
cc:  Regional Fire Directors

Tory Henderson

Lester J Holsapple

Marc Bosch   
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It’s Cool to Be Safe
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