APPLICATION OF RETARDANT AND FOAM WITHIN

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES HABITAT 

May 21, 2008
Forest Service Units should already be working with their respective Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) personnel concerning the implementation of the FWS Reasonable and Prudent Alternative accepted by the Chief of the Forest Service.  Forest Service units should be prepared to provide an Incident Commander with updated maps and information on threatened, endangered or proposed species, occupied habitat, and designated and proposed critical habitat, for use in developing tactics and strategies.  This information should also be provided to the local Fire Management Officer to incorporate in unit fire planning documents.

When retardant or foam is used in the suppression of a wildland fire where it adversely affects any threatened, endangered or proposed species, or designated or proposed critical habitat, the Forest Service unit must initiate Emergency Consultation with the FWS and/or National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  The Forest Service unit should coordinate with the local FWS or NMFS office to monitor, determine significance of effects and design appropriate measures.

The Forest Service is in the process of working with NMFS to develop guidance whereby field personnel will assess site conditions following wildfire where fire retardants have entered waterways. The intent of these assessments will be to evaluate any changes to  on-site water quality and changes in the structure of the biological community where Threatened, Endangered and Proposed species exist.  The direction will not be completed prior to the 2008 major western fire season. However, vital to this effort will be the 2008 reporting of:  any mis-application of retardant, foam, or water enhancer in a waterway or within the 300 foot buffer; when resources are directed to use a wildland fire chemical in a waterway or within the 300 foot buffer; or a transportation accident that results in spilling a wildland fire chemical in a waterway or within the 300 foot buffer.
As the Forest Service works toward developing all the upward reporting needs and monitoring requirements, the following information should be collected and submitted to

the Wildland Fire Chemical Systems Staff at the Missoula Technology and Development Center, and maintained by the appropriate unit.  The Washington Office Fire and Aviation Management Operations will consolidate all reported information.
INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR RETARDANT/FOAM APPLICATIONS TO WATERWAYS OR BUFFERS, OR TO HABITATS OF THE 45 FWS T&E SPECIES
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	Description of Site, T&E or Proposed species habitat and/or Waterway (attach available pictures):



	Assessment of the direct and indirect environmental effects of the Wildland Fire Chemical: 



	Additional Comments:



	Application of Retardant/Foam in area reported to ___________________________.

	Report of Application made by:____________________________, 
Position on Fire: ____________________,

Date and Time Reported: _______________________.


COMPLETING THE FORM

Please complete the form as accurately as possible.  The form is to be submitted to the host unit Agency Administrator and a copy sent to the Wildland Fire Chemicals System (WFCS) Program at the Missoula Technology and Development Center (MTDC).  The information can be sent via fax, regular mail, or email.  

FAX for WFCS is:  

(406) 329-4763 

Mailing Address is:

WFCS, MTDC





5785 Highway 10 West





Missoula, MT 59808 

E-mail the form to:

szylstra@fs.fed.us and





asuter@fs.fed.us
Date of Occurrence:  please provide the date of the event (retardant or foam was applied in occupied or critical habitat on the National Forest in the suppression of a wildland fire; accidental or exception to the 2000 Guidelines).  If you are discovering the presence of retardant/foam after the fact, please record the date of discovery and make a reference that it is after the fact.

Time of Occurrence:  please provide the time of the event.  If you are discovering the presence of retardant/foam after the fact, please record the time of discovery and make a reference that it is after the fact.

Type of Retardant or Foam:  please provide the name of the retardant if known, otherwise report that it was retardant.  Please provide the name of the foam if known, otherwise just report that it was a foam.  If a water enhancer (gel) was applied please note that it was a water enhancer.
Estimated Quantity of Retardant, Foam or Water Enhancer (gallons):  please estimate the total number of gallons applied or spilled in the occupied habitat or critical habitat.  For a transportation accident, please note if the gallons spilled are for concentrate or mixed product.  If you are unable to provide estimated gallons, please state whether the area covered was completely covered, intermittently covered, or sustained minimal spotting. 

Location:  please record the latitude and longitude, drainage, landmark name if applicable, name of waterway if known and applicable, the name of T&E species habitat, and unit name (e.g., Ranger District and Forest name).

Special Note:  if any wildland fire chemical enters a waterway or is applied within the 300 foot buffer emergency consultation requirements must be followed with the local National Marine Fisheries Service or Fish and Wildlife Service office.
Method of Exposure:  please record the application method used in the delivery of the wildland fire chemical (Large Airtanker, SEAT, Helicopter bucket, Helitanker, Ground); if it was within the 300 foot buffer or in a waterway please state if the application was accidental or by an exception to the 2000 Guidelines.  Document if exposure was due to a transportation accident. If discovering the exposure after the fact, please note that on the form. 
Description of Site and T&E Habitat:  please provide specific details about the site, such as:  a waterway (any place water is present) or riparian zone; if T&E or Proposed species vegetation is covered with the wildland fire chemical, and the degree of coverage (all leaves completely covered, spotty coverage, etc.); if any fish are present, if dead fish are observed, etc...  Use specific words to describe a waterway, such as:  pond, stream, creek, lake, etc.
Assessment of the direct and indirect environmental effects of the Wildland Fire Chemical:  please provide any information concerning the impact to the waterway, buffer zone, T&E or Proposed species habitat area, if possible.  Direct impact would include such things as if dead fish are observed or other dead aquatic life, if a T&E or Proposed species plant is completely covered, or if the ground in the habitat area is covered, potential for penetration into the soil, and within close proximity to a plant.  Indirect may be that the wildland fire chemical did not touch, or is not close to, a T&E or Proposed species itself, but is quite prevalent in the general area.
Additional Comments:  Please provide any other information you may feel relevant.  This may include information that water in the area would not have been visible from the air, or the use of retardant or foams was necessary in order to protect life and property and/or prevented worse damage from a fire burning through than the wildland fire chemical would have on the habitat area, etc.

