In an unexpected surprise to the youth leadership to the Shasta-Trinity project, President Bush awarded 3 arrowmen the President’s Volunteer Service Award on Thursday. The three arrow men who were honored with this award were National Chief Jake Wellman, Western Region Chief Mark Hendricks, and Youth Incident Commander Alex Braden.  
The 3 youth served as part of the official welcoming party when Bush landed at the Redding Municipal Airport along with Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and Redding Mayor Mary Stegall. After debarking the plane, the President greeted the Governor and the Mayor, and then greeted the 3 arrowmen and shook their hands. He then presented them with a lapel pin.  Asked if the President said anything to the three of them, Jake Wellman responded “He thanked us for being scouts and thanked us for our hard work.” Mark Hendricks said also, “He asked the Governor if he was ever kicked out of scouts and the Governor just laughed.” Alex Braden was asked what it felt like to meet the President. “It is an immense honor to meet the President and represent the Order of the Arrow for the work the Order is doing in the National Forests this summer at Arrow Corps5 ,” he said. “This award is for the thousands of arrowmen across the country who have assisted in the planning and execution of this project.”

The youth also served as part of the background for the President’s statement after his aerial tour where they shook his hand again. The 3 youth were heavily interviewed by many press affiliates and photos and videos were making the evening news across the country.  On behalf of the command staff of the Shasta Trinity project, we would like to thank you for your hard work and dedication to the completion of this project.  This has been an awesome opportunity for everyone involved and we hope your experience here at Shasta-Trinity has been nothing less than extraordinary. You, as the staff and participants of this part of Arrow Corps5 have made some noteworthy accomplishments. We have cleared over 100 miles of trail in 3 different remote locations. We have removed over 22 tons of illegally dumped garbage. We have repaired 4 Forest Service comfort stations and 1 lookout tower.  
