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“Mark Twain National Forest to Host Boy Scouts National Conservation Service Project
Rolla, MO – Mark Twain National Forest is one of five national forests across the country hosting Boy Scouts of America’s National Honor Society, the Order of the Arrow’s national conservation service project this summer.  The Mark Twain Forest part of the project will take place on the Ava-Cassville-Willow Springs Ranger District south of Ava, Missouri in the Gladetop Trail area June 7-14, 2008.  Scouts will be working with Forest Service employees to restore up to 150 acres of glade ecosystem by removing invasive Eastern red cedar.  Up to 1,000 Boy Scouts are expected to arrive at the project work site beginning Saturday, June 7, 2008.

“We are pleased to partner with the Boy Scouts of America and the Order of the Arrow and expect that this service project will greatly benefit the Mark Twain NF and enhance the visitor experience by helping restore natural glade ecosystems”, said Paul Strong, Acting Forest Supervisor, for the Mark Twain.  Strong is a former Boy Scout and Order of the Arrow member himself.  

“Forests play a unique role in meeting our Nation’s future challenges associated with climate change, renewable energy, and sustaining abundant flows of fresh water to the American people," Strong said.  "Because issues related to climate change and looming water shortages may take many years to resolve, the Forest Service is committed to instilling stronger land ethics in future generations by reconnecting people, especially our younger ones, with nature.”  

“Scouts from across the U.S. will be given an opportunity to make significant and positive impacts on the Mark Twain NF,” said Matt Walker, ArrowCorps 5 Incident Commander for the Mark Twain project.  “Participating Scouts have actively planned the ArrowCorps5 projects since April of 2004, as well as raised money to support the projects and to pay for their participation.  In addition, they have trained alongside USFS employees in preparation for this project and have gained a greater respect for the management of their public lands as a result.”  
Walker went on to say, “Our youth must understand why forests are so valuable so they will grow up as adult citizens who support wise conservation of our nation’s natural resources.  Some of these Scouts may very well become future leaders for the Forest Service and other Federal and State land management agencies.”
ArrowCorps5 serves as a precursor to the Boy Scouts’ 100th anniversary celebration in 2010.  Other national forests selected for the project include the Manti-La Sal, Utah (June 14-21); George Washington-Jefferson, Virginia (June 21-28); Shasta-Trinity, California (July 12-19); and Bridger-Teton, Wyoming (July 26-August 2).  The five projects include ecosystem restoration, invasive plant and tree removal, trail construction and maintenance, bridge work, campsite improvements, erosion and weed control, and fence removal.  ArrowCorps5 is the largest national conservation service project undertaken by the Boy Scouts of America since World War II, and the largest volunteer service project ever for the Forest Service.  It will include an estimated 5,000 members of the Order of the Arrow performing more than 250,000 man hours of service during the summer of 2008 valued at almost $5 million.  For more information about ArrowCorps 5 visit www.event.oa-bsa.org/events/arrowcorps5/.   
The Boy Scouts of America serves nearly 4.7 million young people between 7 and 20 years of age with more than 300 councils throughout the United States and its territories.  It is the nation’s foremost youth program of character development and values-based leadership training.  For more information on the Boy Scouts of America, visit http://www.scouting.org/.
Mark Twain National Forest, established by Presidential Proclamation on September 11, 1939, is 1.5 million acres of public lands in 29 counties across the southern half of Missouri.  These public lands comprise 11% of all forested land in the state.  The national forest is diverse in vegetation, geological features, water resources, and wildlife.  It includes seven federally designated wildernesses and numerous historical and archaeological sites.  
For more information about the Mark Twain National Forest go to www.fs.fed.us/r9/marktwain.  
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