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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA PLAN LARGEST NATIONAL SERVICE PROJECT SINCE WORLD WAR II TO BE HELD AT MANTI-LA SAL NATIONAL FOREST
HUNTINGTON, UT, May 30, 2008 – In partnership with the National Forest Service, the Boy Scouts of America’s National Honor Society, the Order of the Arrow, is conducting a national service project called, ArrowCorps5 (pronounced Arrow Corps Five). The project will take place at five U.S. Forest Service sites across the country, including Manti-La Sal.  Over 1,000 members of the Order of the Arrow from across the U.S. are expected to arrive in Huntington, Utah, beginning Saturday, June 14, 2008. ArrowCorps5 will encompass conservation projects including removal of the evasive species, Tamarisk.
“ArrowCorps5 is the largest, most complex, most challenging conservation project ever conceived by the Order of the Arrow and Boy Scouts of America,” said 18-year-old Jake Wellman, national chief, Order of the Arrow. “This project provides a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for each participant to set an example of leadership in service to those who treasure our national forests.”     

“We are pleased to partner with the Boy Scouts of America and the Order of the Arrow and expect that this service project will greatly benefit the Manti-La Sal National Forest and will enhance the visitor experience by preserving the lower valley areas by allowing water to flow through the otherwise tamarisk-clogged valleys, allowing many more recreationalists to enjoy not only the valley area worked on by the Scouts but much of the rest of the State’s wilderness as well.,” said John Healy, Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal National Forest. “We have valued the service to that will be provided by the ArrowCorps5 participants at Manti-La Sal to be worth 30 years of work to the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management.” 

Scouts will be given an opportunity to make significant and positive impacts in the Manti-La Sal National Forest. Seeking to fulfill their commitment to provide service and leadership to the nation, participating Scouts have actively planned the ArrowCorps5 service projects since April of 2004. The Scouts have raised money to support the projects and to pay for their participation in the program. The participants have also trained alongside USFS employees in preparation for this project and have gained a greater respect for the management of their public lands.
Aspects of the service projects in the Manti-La Sal National Forest will be to clean up the valley areas of the Manti-La Sal region by removing the evasive tamarisk species. The tamarisk encroaches on other plants and restricts water flow to the lower valley areas. After successful completion of the project, hikers will be able to enjoy not only the places in which the service is being performed, but many of the other national forest lands downstream.
"Forests play a unique role in meeting our nation’s future challenges associated with climate change, renewable energy, and sustaining abundant flows of fresh water to the American people," said John Healy, Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal National Forest. "Because issues related to climate change and looming water shortages will take many years to resolve, the Forest Service is committed to instilling stronger land ethics in future generations."

About ArrowCorps5
ArrowCorps5 is the largest national service project undertaken by the Boy Scouts of America since World War II and will include 5,000 members of the Order of the Arrow. It is expected that more than 250,000 man hours of service will be provided over five weeks during the summer of 2008, valued by the USFS at $5 million. This makes ArrowCorps5 the largest volunteer service project for the USFS.
	ArrowCorps5 Service Project Schedule

	Mark Twain National Forest
	June 7-14, 2008
	Missouri

	Manti-La Sal National Forest
	June 14-21, 2008
	Utah

	George Washington & Jefferson National Forests
	June 21-28, 2008
	Virginia

	Shasta-Trinity National Forest
	July 12-19, 2008
	California

	Bridger-Teton National Forest
	July 26-August 2, 2008
	Wyoming


About The Order of the Arrow

The Order of the Arrow (OA) is the national honor society of the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and was founded in 1915 to bestow recognition on Scouts selected by their peers as best exemplifying the Scout Oath and Scout Law in their daily lives. Inducted members are known as Arrowmen and are organized into local youth-led lodges for fellowship and the rendering of service to Boy Scout councils and their communities.

More than 180,000 youth and adults are members of the Order of the Arrow, approximately one-eighth of the total number of those registered in the Boy Scout program. Since youth members are elected by their local unit, and since most of the members of their unit are generally not members of the Order of the Arrow, the OA is said to be the largest membership organization whose members are selected primarily by non-members. In contrast to Boy Scouts, where youth members are under 18 and adult members are those 18 and over, OA youth members include all persons under 21 years of age while those 21 and over are considered adult members. The four stated purposes of the Order of the Arrow are as follows: 1) To recognize those Scout campers who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives; 2) To develop and maintain camping traditions and spirit; 3) To promote Scout camping; 4) To crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life purpose of leadership in cheerful service to others. 

About the U.S. Forest Service

Established in 1905, the Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Forest Service manages public lands in national forests and grasslands.  National forests and grasslands encompass 193 million acres of land, which is an area equivalent to the size of Texas.  The Forest Service has a long and distinguished History of service to the public and stewardship of our national forests and grasslands. 
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