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Good evening! 

As you know, we are here to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign. This year is a real milestone for the Campaign, a real marker of its success. We have seen a decade of collaborative work, a decade of voluntary commitments, a decade of partnerships at all levels:
· partnerships between federal, state, and local governments;
· partnerships involving private business and industry, universities, and nonprofits; and
· international partnerships across Canada, Mexico, and the United States. 

All of this is in support of the conservation and management of pollinators. Pollinator protection is a central part of conservation. Eighty percent of the world’s flowering plants need animals to pollinate them, and there are more than 200,000 kinds of pollinators, including birds, bats, bees, and butterflies. Without the help of pollinators, many crops would cease to exist. Think of almonds, apples, blueberries, strawberries … think of tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, and melons. According to some estimates, native insect pollination saves American farmers more than $3 billion annually in pollination costs … and pollinators facilitate about $40 billion annually worth of crops in the United States alone. Studies have shown that plantations of apples, almonds, or coffee can raise their yield by up to 20 percent with the help of native pollinators from nearby forests or grasslands. The value of pollinator protection can scarcely be overstated. 

The past 10 years have seen unprecedented efforts in pollinator protection. I commend the Pollinator Partnership for its outstanding accomplishments since founding the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign in 2000. I am proud that the Forest Service was the first federal agency to sign a memorandum of understanding with the Partnership in 2005. Since then, 10 other federal agencies have joined us by signing MOUs to incorporate pollinator protection into their land management activities and outreach efforts. With these MOUs in place, the Pollinator Protection Campaign and its partners now have the capacity to protect more than 1.5 billion acres within the United States alone. 

In looking back on the past 10 years, it’s only fitting to recognize some of our major accomplishments. 
· In 2008, the Secretary of Agriculture began proclaiming National Pollinator Week each year, thanks in part to Forest Service leadership on this issue. This year, 38 state governors followed the Secretary’s lead and proclaimed a state pollinator week in cooperation with USDA.  
· Together, we have produced a series of 31 regional guides for farmers, ranchers, gardeners, and others who want to select plants for pollinators native to their ecoregions. 
· The Forest Service was part of a team that worked to get the U.S. Postal Service to issue a four-stamp pollinator set.  
· This past year, the Forest Service has made the conservation and management of monarch butterflies a priority in our land management activities. The agency is playing a major role in the Monarch Joint Venture.  
· In the recent past, the Forest Service arranged for a side event on pollinators and pollination at a meeting of the United Nations Division for Sustainable Development. Participants from all over the world were exposed, many for the first time, to the concept of pollinator conservation and its role in a sustainable future.  

Tonight, the Pollinator Partnership and the Forest Service are pleased to announce the signing of a new 5-year MOU. We are also pleased to announce the release of a new publication about some of our key pollinators, our native bees. It’s called Bee Basics: An Introduction to the Native Bees of the United States.  It’s now available to anyone interested in promoting habitat for our native bees.  

The Forest Service has taken the message of pollinator conservation to heart. Over the past several years, we have installed nearly 100 gardens for native plants and pollinators at Forest Service administrative sites across the country. Many of these gardens include interpretive panels. Today, as part of a new initiative by the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign, I signed a letter challenging all of our administrative sites to install similar gardens with interpretive panels over the next 3 years. The initiative is called SHARE, or Simply Have Areas Reserved for the Environment. Its purpose is to encourage landowners and homeowners to save critical space for pollinators by establishing gardens for native plants. If only 10 percent of the public accepts this challenge, we can make a significant contribution to pollinator conservation.

We can all be proud to be part of the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign. The NAPPC is the largest single organization in the world that works to protect, conserve, and manage pollinators and the ecosystems they support. Not so long ago, the importance of that was scarcely recognized, but the world now recognizes the central role of pollinators in ecosystem stability, food security, and resource productivity. Pollination was one of the major ecosystem services recognized by the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment in 2005. Pollinator protection has also created a new legacy of partnerships and collaboration. We celebrate these accomplishments, and we look forward to a future of healthy, abundant pollinators and all the systems they support in the 21st century and beyond.

Thank you.
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