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What is a Non-Native Invasive Species?





Non-native invasive plants and animals include seeds, eggs, spores or other biological material that are not native to local ecosystems and whose introduction is likely to cause economic and environmental harm. Many non-native plants do not cause environmental problems. However, some spread into wild habitats, reproduce, and become dominant, displacing native species and communities. Invasive species are truly a form of biological pollution!





Watch out for these invaders!
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An Ounce of Prevention!





The most effective way to protect natural areas from invading species is prevention. Understanding what invasive species are and how they affect the environment is important for us all. When buying plants for your garden, avoid plants that are invasive. Clean your recreational gear and equipment if invasive species are present. Discard unused fishing bait properly. Be especially watchful for invasive species if you live near a natural area. Do not forget that wind, streams or even rainwater drainage systems can carry invasive species far from your home, into wild habitats!





Successful control of invasive species can restore degraded, invaded habitats. Contact the national forest near you to learn more about non-native invasive species in your area, or better yet volunteer or partner to help address priority invasive species issues on national forests or a nearby natural area.





You Can Make a Difference





The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





More than 200 species of non-native plants infest about 400,000 acres of National Forest System lands in the East. Some have become notorious for their ecological and economic damage. Priority for treatment is given to organisms that have negative effects on native biodiversity.





For more information, contact:


Mark Twain National Forest (573) 364-4621


http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/wildlife/nnis





Caring for the Environment





USDA Forest Service Eastern Region


Mark Twain National Forest
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