
Awesome SITES on the Wayne 
High school program allows students to work in the community for 

credit. 

The SITES (Social Involvement Through 
Education and Service) program students spent 
the first week of April on the Marietta Unit of the 
Wayne National Forest. SITES is a program set up 
to allow students to work in the community in 
service locations for high school credit. The 
Wayne National Forest became involved in the 
program through the local Frontier Local High 
School. 
 
Frontier Local and North Olmstead High School 
near Cleveland Ohio, are sister schools. As part of 
the program, the Frontier students and the North 
Olmstead students change locations for a wrap up 
of their program and their high school careers. 

This allows students a glimpse of life in other areas of the state. 
 
While in the Marietta area, students go to several locations. In addition to the Wayne, 
the list of service sites include a dairy farm, Meals on Wheels, Headstart program, 
WASCO workshop, food pantry, and various other locations. The students also enjoy 
some of the local culture each evening with events including square dancing, local 
history presentations, and local tours. 
 
In the past, the students have done invasive plant removal, trail maintenance, and 
campground maintenance. This year, SITES assisted with project work at Leith Run 
Recreation Area to prepare for the April 13th opening and invasive plant removal. The 
group picked up sticks, repaired garbage cans, and stacked wood from felled hazard 
trees. They also pulled invasive garlic mustard in the Leith Run Campground as well as a 
hiking trailhead. Since the weather turned bad the last day, the group was treated to a 
tour of the Army Corps of Engineers Willow Island Locks and Dam.  
 
Recreation Technician Pam Blackburn coordinates the group’s work on the unit. She 
notes, "They are a wonderful group to work with. They always come to work on time, 
are always interested and willing to try new things." She said it makes her smile when 
she sees them on her schedule. "They bring an awesome energy with them to whatever 
they do!" 

Students from North Olmstead High School near Cleveland 
enjoy the spring day while getting Leith Run Campground 

ready for opening.
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The SITES partnership benefits both the Wayne in achieving its goals as well as 
introducing students from an urban area to a national forest, work in the outdoors, and 
conservation education. It’s a partnership Blackburn hopes to foster for many years to 
come. 

For more information contact Pam Blackburn at 740-373-9055 
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