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T he Ottawa National Forest is 
pleased to announce the 

availability of its first Motor Vehicle 
Use Maps (MVUM).     
 
The MVUM reflects the designated 
system of roads and trails available 
for motor vehicle use by vehicle class 
(e.g., Off-Highway Vehicle, 
motorcycle, passenger vehicle, etc.) 
and if appropriate, by time of year.  
This first map reflects our current 
conditions; designation of trails and 
connectors will be an ongoing 
process and the MVUM will be 
updated annually to incorporate any 
changes/additions/re-routes, etc.   
 
Input that the Forest received from 
the public during our December 
open houses provided valuable 
insight into the type of trail system 
that our Forest visitors desire.  As 
we move forward with 
implementing the Travel 
Management Rule, future 
interactions with the public will be 
an integral part of the process. 

 



The Travel Management Rule 

The 2005 Travel Management Rule moves the agency to a designated 
vehicle use system to minimize or eliminate the impacts from 
unmanaged motor vehicle use.  Specifically, the Rule: 
 
•Prohibits motor vehicle use off the designated system. 
•Requires designation of trails and routes by class of vehicle and 

time of year. 
•Requires that routes are identified on a motor vehicle use map. 
•Requires public involvement and coordination with state and local 

government agencies. 

The Motor Vehicle Use Map 

The MVUM reflects the designated system of roads and trails available 
for motor vehicle use by vehicle class (e.g., OHV, motorcycle, passenger 
vehicle, etc.) and if appropriate, by time of year (for an example of  
information shown on the MVUM, see the picture to the right).  Other 
things to note: 

               
•There are 3 large, fold-out MVUMs for the Ottawa National Forest.  

Coverage areas are shown on the locator map to the right.   
•MVUMs are available to the public free of charge and can be 

obtained at any Ottawa National Forest office and at our Visitor 
Center in Watersmeet, Michigan. 

•Electronic copies of the MVUM are also available on line.  Check it 
out:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa/recreation/travel_mgmt/index.htm 

For More Information 
Additional information on the Travel 
Management Rule and its 
implementation is available on the 
Ottawa National Forest web site (www.
fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa) or by calling any of 
your local Forest Service offices. 

Sample Map Section and Legend 


