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The nearly one million acre Ottawa National Forest provides a wide variety of equestrian opportunities ranging from well maintained and signed roads and trails to the more challenging cross country travel.  Except for the Sylvania Wilderness and specifically designated hiker only trails, including the North Country National Scenic Trail, the entire Forest is open to horses including open roads, closed, gated and blocked roads unless the road is specifically signed as closed to horses.   Horses are not permitted in developed recreation areas.

Many of the roads and trails on the Ottawa are open to other uses including motor vehicle travel, ATV’s, ORV’s, snowmobiles, hikers and mountain bikes unless otherwise specified.  Roads and trails travel through a variety of management areas across the Ottawa National Forest.  These areas are managed for a wide range of multiple use activities including recreation, threatened and endangered species, fish and wildlife, water quality and wood products.  To help prevent erosion and impacts to threatened and endangered species, please stay on the roads and trails.

Planning Your Trip:

Planning your trip begins long before arriving at the trailhead.  Once you have decided on your destination, your horse(s) and equipment must also be prepared.   Develop a checklist of equipment and review before heading out.   Gathering information about the route and terrain helps prepare both you and your horse for the trip.

Your horse should be in good physical condition and be properly shod.  Take an “easy boot” along just in case.  Bring a first aid kit for your horse including items such as fura ointment, elastic wrap, vetwrap or vet tape, gauze, suture thread and needles and disinfectant in case of injury.

Safety Tips:

Always let someone know where you are going, the route you are taking, your expected return date and what to do if you don’t return.

Check the weather forecast.   Be prepared with proper clothing and equipment for all potential weather conditions.

Don’t push yourself or your horse beyond limits.  Keep an eye on each other.

Plot your progress on a map as you travel so you know where you are at all times.

Prepare yourself and your horse for the possibility that you may need to spend an extra night in the Forest.

Carry the 10 essential items on all backcountry trips:

· Whistle (3 blasts signify help)

· Map and compass

· First aid kit

· Waterproof matches and candle

· Flashlight

· Sharp knife

· Nylon cord

· Extra food

· Warm clothing

· Rain gear

Equestrian Safety and Courtesy Code

1. Always ride with others in remote areas and leave word of your travel plans with someone.

2. Maintain control of your horse at all times and approach turns in anticipation of someone around the bend.

3. The trail users code of ethics recommends that hikers and mountain bikers yield for horses.  As you approach another trail user, help them out by turning your horse’s hindquarters away from them, this will greatly reduce the risk of an accident and will allow your horse to be aware of their presence.

4. Greet hikers well in advance in a normal voice when approaching from behind.

5. Respect everyone’s right to serenity and minimize noise.

Environmental Code

· “Tread lightly” to avoid erosion.  Guide your horse through wet muddy areas to avoid enlarging them.  Avoid using steps, bridges, or walkways, which were built for hikers and not designed for horse use.

· Stay on designated roads and trails.  Do not shortcut, switchback, or detour around fallen trees.

· Don’t litter.  Pack-out what you pack-in, including litter left by others.

· Help keep trails clear for others by removing newly fallen brush or limbs.

· Keep pets under control.  It’s best to leave them home.

· Please do not use trails specifically closed to horses.

· Avoid quick starts and stops on slopes as it can cause soil damage and erosion.

· For multiple day trips, supplemental feeds, such as pellets and processed grain products help reduce the amount of grazing needed and may allow a greater choice of camping spots.

· Cross or picket tie to two trees so your horse will not damage the tree’s root system.

Always exercise due care and caution – multiple use trails are successful when users cooperate and abide by the rules.  Conflicts can be avoided by or showing courtesy to each other and developing an ethic by which all trail users work together to share the trail.

Printed materials, videos and general program information on ‘Leave No Trace’ land ethics may be obtained by calling 1-800-332-4100.

For more information call 1-800-562-1209 (toll free in Michigan and 715 area code) or (906) 932-1330.

Ottawa National Forest information is available in large print upon request from the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Ironwood, MI (906) 932-1330, TTY (906) 932-0301
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