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Facilities:  The 22 campgrounds of the Ottawa National Forest offer a wide spectrum of camping experiences.  All are accessible by road and service both tent and trailer campers.  Their names and locations are shown on the Ottawa National Forest map.  Most are located on lakes or streams and offer some fishing opportunities. Some
campgrounds include picnic tables, tent pads, fire grates, and toilet facilities.  Some have drinking water and can accommodate camping units between 45-60 feet in length.  
The three campgrounds with the most highly developed facilities are Lake Ottawa, Sylvania Recreation Area and Black River Harbor.  Each has paved access roads, pressurized water systems, flush toilets, and trailer dump stations.  No electricity is available.  Sylvania Recreation Area has showers available and a dump station.

Other campgrounds offer more rustic facilities and greater solitude.  Campgrounds range in size from 2 to 40 sites.

Camping in a developed recreation site is allowed for a period not longer than 14 days, 
except as otherwise posted.  After this time, you must move to another campground or dispersed site for at least 24 hours.  Campers must occupy the site the first night.  Eight people are allowed per campsite with a maximum of 3 tents per site and 2 vehicles.
Camping is allowed in dispersed areas.  Camping or leaving camping equipment in the same location is allowed for no longer than 16 days.  After that period of time, the camp and/or equipment must be removed from Forest Service land or to another location that is at least one mile away for an additional stay, not to exceed 16 days.

Fees:  A nightly fee is charged at most campgrounds.  For the average site, this ranges from $10 to $14.


Lake Ottawa features 32 sites, with a campground fee of $14.    Perch Lake, Lake Ste. Kathryn, and Norway Lake have several double family sites which provide the opportunity to park two units together in one site.  These sites are larger than the others and have longer spurs and two picnic tables.  

Several campgrounds are available free of charge.  Limited services are available;

please bring your own water and pack out any garbage.
Persons 62 years of age and older and individuals with disabilities can benefit from the America the Beautiful – National Parks and Federal Recreation Lands Pass program.  A 50% discount on Federal campsites is given to those who qualify.   The Senior Pass requires a one time fee of $10.00 and must be purchased in person with proof of age. The Access Pass is available to anyone with proof of permanent disability and is similar to the senior pass. For more information, contact any of the Ottawa National Forest offices.

Season:  Most campgrounds are scheduled to be open by May 15 annually with some exceptions.  Most campgrounds close after Labor Day, although some remain open into the fall.  See the 

Recreational Site Information Guide for exact dates and use fees. 

Reservations:  All camping is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Remote Area Camping:  With a few minor exceptions, the public lands within the boundary of the Ottawa National Forest are open to back country camping.  Such campers should be prepared to pack in their water supply and pack out their trash.  No waste disposal facilities or safe drinking water are available in these areas.


Fires are permitted but use of camp stoves is recommended for remote area camping.  Low impact camping techniques that leave an area undisturbed after your passing are recommended.  Printed materials, videos and general program information on “Leave No Trace” land ethics may be obtained by calling 1-800-332-4100.

Use of a current map is advisable, as 40% of the land within the forest is privately owned.  A detailed 1 ½ inch equals one mile recreation map of the Ottawa National Forest can be purchased from any of our offices at a cost of $10.00 each.  
Primary base series maps showing topography of the Ottawa National Forest are also available at the Forest Supervisor’s office at a cost of $6.00 each or you can obtain them from the U.S. Geological Survey Map Information Office, Washington, D.C. 20242.  Selected primary base maps are available at District Ranger Offices.

Wilderness Camping:  If it’s solitude and pristine beauty you want, combined with challenge, you may want to camp in one of the three Ottawa National Forest Wilderness Areas.  Wilderness is managed to protect and maintain resources in natural states.  They are not managed solely for recreational use by people.  Few amenities are provided in wilderness, and users have a special responsibility to leave the wilderness in a natural state.

Sylvania Wilderness:  This 18,327 acre wilderness is located on the Watersmeet Ranger District.  Here you will find old growth forests and crystal clear lakes.  Travel to the area’s interior is on foot or by canoe only.

Camping is permitted at designated sites by permit only.  Permits can be obtained on a walk-in basis at the Sylvania Entrance Station or can be reserved through the internet on  recreation.gov or by calling 1-877-444-6777.  Camping in the same campsite is allowed for not longer than 14 consecutive days.
Designated campsites have fire grates and wilderness latrines.  Special fishing regulations apply to Sylvania lakes.  They can be obtained from the State of Michigan, the Watersmeet District Office or any of the other Ottawa National Forest Offices.

McCormick Wilderness:  This 16,850 acre wilderness is part of the Kenton Ranger District and boasts a variety of landscape types ranging from nearly level to rocky cliffs and outcrops.  You will find small scattered lakes and the Yellow Dog National Wild and Scenic River.  Access is by foot.   Canoeing opportunities are limited by lengthy portages.  There are no
developed campsites and dispersed camping is allowed.
Sturgeon River Gorge Wilderness:  This 
14,139 acre wilderness is located on the Kenton Ranger District.  Here you will find the Sturgeon National Wild and Scenic River and its tributaries with steep rugged gorges up to 300 feet deep, and ½ to one mile wide.  Access to the interior is by cross country navigation or on overgrown old logging roads which may be difficult to find and follow.  There are no developed campsites and dispersed camping is allowed.

Information concerning other campgrounds can be obtained at any time of the year by writing to the Forest Supervisor’s Office, E6248 

US 2, Ironwood, MI 49938.  TTY (906) 932-0301 or contact any of the District Ranger Offices in Bessemer, Iron River, Kenton, Ontonagon, Watersmeet or the Visitor Center.

 
For phone information, call 1-800-562-1201 (toll free in Michigan and 715 area code) or (906) 932-1330, TTY (906 932-0301.
Ottawa National Forest information is available in large print upon request from the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Ironwood, Michigan.  (906) 932-1330, TTY (906) 932-0301.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Typical Ottawa Campsite
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