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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ONTONAGON OHV MEETING RE-SCHEDULED
Ironwood, MI. – On January 17, 2008, the Ottawa National Forest will host an open house in Ontonagon, Michigan, to answer questions about the Travel Management Rule.  “Open houses were scheduled at multiple locations across the Forest in November and December; however, the Ontonagon meeting was cancelled due to severe weather conditions.”  Ontonagon District Ranger Darla Lenz said.  “We’re pleased to be able to re-schedule this meeting for the Ontonagon area.”  
       Open houses provide the public the opportunity to talk with Forest Service personnel to answer questions and learn more about the Travel Management Rule.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

      Last year was the first year of implementing the national Travel Management Rule.  This rule moves the Forest to a designated system of roads and trails for Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) use, and prohibits cross-country travel. 


  In April of 2007, the Forest published its first Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM), which identifies those roads and trail segments that are open to OHV use.  The Motor Vehicle Use Map will be updated annually with public involvement.  “This is where we need your help,” said Lenz.  “We are looking for input on next year’s map and want to be available to answer any questions you may have.”

      The Ontonagon open house will be held at the Ontonagon Area High School, 701 Parker Ave., Ontonagon, Michigan, on January 17, 2008, beginning at 5:00 p.m. (EST) thru 8:00 p.m. (EST). For additional information on the open house, please call your local Forest Service office.  If you plan on attending one of the open houses and need special accommodations, please call 906-884-2085 in advance.   To learn more about the Travel Management Rule, please visit www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa or call your local Forest Service office.
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