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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA PRESENTS BEAR PROGRAM SATURDAY
AT BLACK RIVER HARBOR

The Ottawa’s Black River Harbor Pavilion will be the setting Saturday evening, 
August 18th at 7:30 PM for a program titled “Understanding Black Bears”.  This 

interesting program will be offered free to the public by Richard P. Smith. 
Richard is an award winning outdoor writer and photographer living in the 

Upper Peninsula of Michigan who has been hunting whitetail deer and black 

bear for more than 40 years. The author/photographer is a recognized expert on 

whitetail deer and black bear behavior and biology as well as hunting these 
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popular big game animals. He has interviewed the top bear biologists in the country and accompanied them in 

the field on their research. 

One of his more prestigious honors was receipt of the coveted Ben East Prize for 1997 from the Michigan 

United Conservation Clubs for conservation journalism about bear management. He also received the Outdoor 

Journalist of the Year Award from the Flint, Michigan Chapter of Safari Club International the same year.

The pavilion is located at Black River Harbor approximately 15 miles north of Ironwood and Bessemer on 

Forest Road 513.  For more information, contact Brian Bogaczyk, 906-932-1330, at the Ottawa National Forest.
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